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THE  NEW  WORLD'S  NEED 

is  Goods  of  British  origin.  There  are  so  many  British 
settlers  in  growing  countries  like  Canada,  North  and  South 
America,  and  the  West  Indies,  that  medicines,  proprietary 
toilet  preparations,  and  chemists'  goods  generally,  if  shipped 
from  Home,  are  mostly  in  demand.  Distributors  in  these 
countries  know  this,  and  welcome  the  novelties  advertised 
in 

THE  NEW  WORLD  ISSUE. 

This  Issue  will  be  published  next  week  (May  24),  and  the 
Publisher  hopes  to  receive  all  copy  for  advertisements  in 
that  Issue  by 

Tuesday,  May  20. 


Telephone:  Address; 
Bank  852  The  Chemist  &  Druggist, 

(two  lines).  42  Cannon  Street, 

London,  E.C. 


Telegrams : 
'Chemicus  Cannon 
London  " 
(two  words). 


SUMMARY. 


Being  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issue 


Articles  and  Communications. 

Mr.  Harold  Deane  communicates  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment Laboratory  now  modifies  the  method  of  estimating 
alcohol  in  galenicals  (p.  62). 

Interesting  particulars  are  given  by  Liverpool  and  Welsh 
chemists  as  to  their  Insurance  dispensing  and  the  effect  that 
it  has  had  on  their  businesses  (p.  52). 

"  A  Dental  Diatribe"  deals  with  a  vehement  article  on 
unregistered  dentists,  communicated  by  Professor  Under- 
wood to  the  "  Nineteenth  Century  "  (p.  50). 

The  history  of  the  first  decade  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  is  completed  with  the  article  in  which 
we  deal  with  Stoddart's  and  Brady's  presidencies  (pp.  50-52). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council's  English  is  adversely 
criticised  by  "  Xrayser  II.,"  who  also  comments  upon  the 
fix  the  Council  is  in  regarding  an  assistant's  qualification 
(p.  47). 

The  question  as  to  whether  Apothecaries'  Assistants  have 
lost  any  legal  right  through  the  National  Insurance  Act,  and 
whether  they  should  have  Pharmacy  Act  powers.,  is  still 
further  discussed  (pp.  63-64). 

The  harm  done  and  the  ailments  caused  by  absorption  of 
toxins  from  the  bowels  have  recently  been  discussed  by  half 
a  hundred  medical  men,  whose  wisdom  is  presented  on  the 
next  page,  where  we  also  report  one  of  Dr.  Sandwith's 
lectures  on  "  Drugs  Old  and  New." 


News  of  the  Week. 

The  pass-list  of  the  Apothecaries'  Assistants*  examination 
is  given  on  p.  36. 

Snapshots  taken  of  some  of  the  Wednesday  week  delegates 
are  included  in  an  official  note  regarding  the  meeting  on 
p.  55. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Dental  Society  was 
held  last  Thursday.  Mr.  E.  Brownbill  (Leeds)  is  the  new 
President  (p.  44). 

Mr.  Herbert  Hymans,  a  well-known  Mincing  Lane 
merchant,  went  to  Brighton  a  month  ago,  and  has  not  been 
heard  of  since  (p.  40). 

The  paper  of  most  interest  to  pharmacists  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Chemical  Society  on  May  1  was  concerned  with 
"  Bismuthinitrites  "  (p.  45). 

The  directors  of  "  Le  Camphre  "  are  being  sued  in  the 
French  Courts  for  misrepresentation  in  regard  to  patents 
for  artificial  camphor  (p.  38). 

The  British  Medical  Association's  accounts  show  a  large 
deficit  in  1912,  owing  to  exceptional  expenditure  in  fighting 
against  the  Insurance  Act  (p.  51). 

A  brush-vendor  has  been  fined  201.  under  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act  for  marking  "  Pure  Bristle  "  on  brushes  con- 
taining 23  per  cent,  of  horsehair  (p.  39). 

Some  outstanding  Insurance  Dispensing  disagreements 
between  chemists  and  doctors  have  been  settled  during  the 
past  week,  and  are  dealt  with  herein,  beginning  on  p.  53. 

The  Midland  Printing  Co.  have  failed  to  recover  from  a 
provincial  chemist  their  charge  for  printing  almanacks.  A 
number  of  chemists  have  combined  for  the  defence  of  such 
cases  (p.  39). 

The  Insurance  Commissioners  have  issued  provisional 
regulations  as  to  the  election  of  representatives  to  Insur- 
ance Committees  next  month.  Now  is  the  time  for  more 
chemists  to  get  on  such  Committees  (p.  52). 

The  High  Court  has  overruled  the  magisterial  decision 
under  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  that  if  an  employer  gives  an 
assistant  a  half-holiday  he  does  not  require  to  see  that  the 
assistant  takes  it  (p.  39).  Conviction  of  two  chemists  for 
offences  under  the  Act  are  reported  on  pp.  40-41. 

Trade  and  Market  Matters. 


Senega,  lemon  oil,  and  copper  sulphate  are  higher. 
Quinine  (seconds),  cocaine,  and  linseed  oil  are  firmer. 
Opium,  ergot,  turpentine,  sassafras  oil,  and  ammonia 
sulphate  are  easier.    Shellac  is  lower  (p.  59). 
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Alimentary  Toxaemia. 


THE  absorption  of  toxins  from  the  alimentary  tract,  and 
the  illnesses  arising  therefrom,  have  recently  been  the 
subject  of  an  extremely  interesting  discussion  at  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine.  Six  meetings  were  held,  and 
upwards  of  fifty  medical  men  took  part  in  the  discussion, 
these  including  leaders  of  the  profession  as  well  as  many 
rising  young  men.  The  title  of  the  discussion  was  given 
as  "Alimentary  Toxaemia:  It©  Sources,  Consequences, 
and  Treatment."  The  necessity  for  and  functions  of  the 
colon  or  large  intestine  seemed  to  be  the  pivot  on  which 
the  discussion  of  the  cause  of  toxaemia  revolved,  and  the 
most  diverse  views  were  expressed.  Intestinal  stasis,  or 
slow  motion  of  the  bowels,  which  must  not  be  confused 
with  constipation,  is  regarded  by  one  section  as  the  source 
of  all  ills,  and  by  another  as  a  perfectly  necessary  natural 
function.  Sir  James  Gocdhart,  for  example,  considers 
that  the  colon  is  a  great  organ  of  digestion,  and  that  its 
function  is  to  display  a  large  extent  of  surface  to  the 
food  passing  through,  it,  so  that  the  digested  material 
may  be  absorbed.  Dr.  Hale  White,  who  opened  the  dis- 
cussion, took  up  similar  ground,  and  he  pointed  out  that 
people  vary  exceedingly  about  their  bowels,  some  being 
perfectly  well .  if  their  bowels  are  opened  only  once  a 
week.  Dr.  Saundby,  of  Birmingham,  said  that  incom- 
plete or  infrequent  evacuation  of  the  colon  is  not  of 
itself  a  cause  of  disease.  Professor  Arthur  Keith  pointed 
out  that  the  great  intestine  is  an  intrinsic  part  of  every 
air-breathing  vertebrate,  and  that  in  all  the  animals  allied 
to  man  it  is  shaped,  arranged,  and  developed  as  in  him; 
and  he  concluded  that  it  is  a  flat  contradiction  of  every 
law  applicable  to  the  human  body  to  say  that  the  great 
bowel  is  a  useless  structure.  What  is  wrong  is  that 
our  modern  dietary  has  set  a  task  to  the  great  intes- 
tine for  which  it  is  not  adapted.  The  opposite  view  that 
the  colon  absorbs  nothing  but  water  and  toxins,  that  it 
is  the  happy  hunting-ground  of  innumerable  varieties  of 
toxic  organisms,  that  it  ought  to  toe  emptied  at  least 
once  in  every  twenty-four  hours,  that  it  is  a  useless 
encumbrance  which  ought  to  be  cut  out — these  and  various 
other  statements  were  elaborated  by  bacteriologists, 
physicians,  and  surgeons,  Mr.  Arbuthnot  Lane  himself 
lending  the  authority  of  his  great  name  in  support  of 
this  aspect  of  the  question.  After  a  careful  perusal  of 
this  part  of  the  discussion  it  seems  to  us  that  Professor 
Keith  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  by  the  suggestion  that 
the  problem  is  largely  one  of  diet.  Whether  it  is  neces- 
sary to  go  to  the  extremes  advocated  by  Dr.  Robert  Bell, 
who  recommended  not  only  a  vegetarian  diet,  but  un- 
cooked cereals,  fruits,  and  vegetables,  is  another  matter  ; 
and  probably  the  via  media  of  a  moderate  amount  of 
proteins  in  the  shape  of  animal  food,  as  advocated  by 
several  speakers,  is  the  most  satisfactory  for  the  great 
majority,  for  whom  "short-circuiting"  by  the  entire 
excision  of  the  colon  doss  not  appear  to  be  an  alluring 
prospect.  Several  speakers  laid  great  stress  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  mouth  as  one  great  cause  of  toxaemia, 
pyorrhoea  alveolaris  being  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  enemies 
of  good  health,  and  instances  were  given  of  complete  re- 
covery having  taken  place  when  the  condition  was  recti- 
fied. The  consequences  of  toxiemia  are  legion,  from  simple 
headache  to  inoperable  cancer.  Dr.  A.  C.  Jordan  referred 
to  the  importance  of  intestinal  stasis  in  relation  to  cancer, 
while  neurasthenia  and  abnormal  mental  conditions 
generally,  numerous  skin-diseases,  diseases  due  to  thyroid 
inefficiency,  rheumatoid  arthritis,  colitis,  appendicitis,  en- 
teritis, etc.,  were  all  ascribed  to  this  cause.  Surprisingly 
little  was  said  about  drugs  in  the  cure  of  toxaemia.  There 
was  frequent  reference  to  natural  waters,  and  occasionally 
to  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  castor  oil,  one  speaker  de- 
ploring the  desuetude  into  which  the  latter  has  fallen, 
but  the  Pharmacopoeia  might  never  have  been  printed 
for  the  use  that  was  made  of  it  by  these  fifty  medical 
men.  .  The  younger  men  were  mostly  bacteriologists,  and 
not  a  few  of  them  seem  to  make  it  a  routine  practice  to 
examine  the  faeces  of  every  patient  bacteriologically. 
Bacterial  vaccines  were  lauded  as  the  be-all  and  end-all  of 
medical  practice.  Some  of  the  older  practitioners,  whose 
clinical  experience   is  perhaps  quite  as  valuable  as  an 


intimate  knowledge  of  micro-organisms,  believe  that  a 
change  of  diet  is  the  best  medicine,  and  Dr.  D.  Sommer- 
ville,  a  bacteriologist,  cited  one  case  as  an  example  of 
many.  A  busy  professional  man,  aged  fifty-five,  who 
worked  seven  days  a  week,  suffered  for  two  years  from 
sjmptoms  of  auto-intoxication.  He  was  advised  to  change 
his  diet  and  sedentary  life.  He  cut  down  his  proteins, 
substituting  carbohydrates,  and  took  up  systematic  exer- 
cise in  the  form  of  golf  two  days  a  week.  At  the  end 
of  a  year  he  had  recovered  his  health  and  the  powers 
for  sustained  mental  work  that  he  had  lost,  and  his 
own  verdict  was  that  he  could  do  more  work  and  of  a 
better  type  in  five  days  a  week  than  he  previously  could 
in  seven.  All  of  which  seems  to  prove  the  truth  of  Pro- 
cessor Keith's  statement  that  it  is  not  the  organisation 
oi  the  great  intestine  that  has  failed,  but  that  we  give 
it  work  which  it  is  not  intended  to  accomplish. 


Gresham  Physic  Lectures. 


IR  THOMAS  GRESHAM,  the  sixteenth-century 
financier,  to  whom  London  owes  the  foundation  of 
the  Royal  Exchange,  a  not  unprofitable  transaction  to 
him  personally,  left  by  his  will  the  rent  of  a  house  in 
Bishopsgate  Street  and  the  rents  arising  from  the  Royal 
Exchange  to  found  the  Gresham  College.  The  College 
was  to  have  seven  professors — one  for  each  day  of  the 
week — who  were  to  read  lectures  on  astronomy,  geometry, 
physic,  law,  divinity,  rhetoric,  and  music.  The  lectures 
were  commenced  in  1597,  and  if  the  original  plan  had  been 
adhered  to  London  would  to-day  be  in  possession  of  a 
magnificently  endowed  university.  The  trustees  of  the 
estate  were  the  London  Corporation  and  the  Mercers' 
Company,  and  on  the  plea  that  they  were  losing  over  the 
transaction  the  scope  of  the  College  was  curtailed  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  Notwithstanding  this  check,  the 
growth  of  London  has  since  caused  the  income  of  the 
College  to  increase  enormously,  and  short  courses  of 
lectures  are  still  delivered  in  the  original  subjects.  The 
College  building  near  the  Guildhall  is  being  rebuilt,  but 
the  hospitality  of  the  City  of  London  School  enables  the 
lectures  to  be  continued  in  the  meantime  without  inter- 
ruption. 

These  remarks  are  suggested  by  a  course  of  four  lectures 
on  "  Drugs,  Old  and  New,"  which  is  being  delivered  this 
week  by  Dr.  F.  M.  Sandwith,  the  Gresham  Professor  of 
Physic.  It  should  be  explained  that  the  lectures  are 
free  to  the  public,  and  are  non-technical  in  character. 
Let  us  picture  the  scene.  The  audience,  numbering  about 
eighty,  of  whom  half  are  women,  are  seated  on  the  plat- 
form, while  the  lecturer,  in  his  scarlet  and  lavender 
robes,  addresses  them  from  the  body  of  the  hall.  The 
scene  is  a  curious  one,  and  although  the  subject  is  hack- 
neyed enough,  the  grave  and  dignified  manner  in  which 
it  is  treated  irresistibly  transports  one  to  the  era  in  which 
Sir  Thomas  Gresham  flourished.  His  contemporaries,  or 
those  who  lived  near  his  time,  are  mostly  being  referred 
to,  somewhat  scornfully  perhaps,  but  more  in  the  spirit 
of  a  father  chiding  his  erring  son.  The  assumption  is 
that  medicine  has  progressed  since  the  sixteenth  century, 
but  one  can  picture  the  Gresham  Professor  of  Physic  in 
the  twenty-third  century  exposing  the  medical  foibles 
of  the  present  day.  How  will  our  vaunted  medical 
superiority  appear  when  viewed  three  hundred  years 
hence  ? 

Dr.  Sandwith  traversed  much  familiar  ground.  He 
traced  the  origin  of  the  use  of  herbs  as  medicines,  re- 
ferred to  old  beliefs  as  to  the  virtues  of  herbs  and  animal 
products,  the  popularity  of  antidotes  to  poisons,  and  to 
"  unorthodox  practitioners,"  such  as  Paracelsus,  Culpeper, 
and  Salmon,  quoting  a  long  passage  from  the  last-named 
regarding  the  virtues  of  rosemary,  a  plant  which,  said  the 
lecturer,  is  represented  in  the  present  Pharmacopoeia  only 
by  the  oil  and  spirit,  and  these  are  now  employed  only 
as  flavours.  Parkinson's  and  Gerard's  herbals  were  men- 
tioned, and  Pare's  denunciation  of  the  employment  of 
mummies  in  medicine,  and  the  lecturer  made  clear  to  his 
hearers  the  doctrine  of  signatures.    The  few  introgressions 
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into  the  mediaeval  atmosphere  were  occasional  laughs 
from  some  of  the  audience  who  saw  humour  in  the 
recital  of  the  queer  remedies  of  former  times.  The  only 
time  when  the  lecturer  displayed  warmth  was  when  he 
referred  to  "quack"  medicines.  He  declared  that  two 
millions  a  year  ("the  greater  part  by  the  poor")  is 
spent  by  the  public  on  these  remedies,  and  he  calculated 
that  this  money  would  endow  40,000  hospital  beds  at  50/. 
a  year.  He  told  the  audience  that  "patent"  as  used  for 
proprietary  medicines  is  misapplied,  and  added  that  "  if 
the  composition  were  truthfully  declared  it  would  pro- 
bably ruin  their  sale,  as  they  depend  on  secrecy."  There 
has  been,  he  said,  a  large  decrease  in  the  sale  of  patent 
medicines  since  the  coming  into  force  of  Medical  Benefit 
under  the  National  Insurance  Act.  The  'lecturer  wound 
up  by  tracing  the  decline  of  herbals  and  the  rise  of  Phar- 
macopoeias. The  first  Pharmacopoeia  was,  he  said,  that 
of  Valerius  Cordus,  published  by  the  Nuremberg  authori- 
ties in  1524,  and  the  first  National  Pharmacopoeia  was  that 
of  London,  which  appeared  in  1618.  Successive  editions 
were  mentioned,  and  the  lecturer  finished  with  the  curious 
statement  that  it  is  often  said  that  a  doctor  must  not 
prescribe  any  other  medicines  but  those  mentioned  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  "I  want  you  to  tell  your  friends,  if 
ever  you  hear  this  statement,  that  it  is  not  true.  I  am 
at  liberty  to  prescribe  any  drug  I  like,  even  vipers." 

The  audience  then  climbed  down  from  the  platform, 
inspected  the  herbals  which  the  lecturer  had  displayed 
on  a  table  in  front  of  him,  and  passed  out  into  the  busy, 
every-day  world.  The  three  subsequent  lectures  treated 
of  opium,  arsenic,  and  mercury. 


The  Estimation  of  Ketones. 


IN  an  article  by  Labbe  in  the  "  Journal  de  la  Parfumerie 
Francaise  "  (1913,  4,  37)  it  is  pointed  out  that 
the  determination  of  ketone?  in  essential  oils  is  by  no 
means  so  easy  or  so  accurate  as  is  generally  the  case  with 
aldehydes,  and  that  no  general  method  can  be  said  to  exist. 
In  the  course  of  a  review  of  the  various  methods  proposed, 
he  states  that  the  most  general  method  is  that  of  Eenekdit 
and  Shache,  which  consists  in  the  estimation  of  the  carbonyl 
oxygen,  which  is  then  calculated  to  the  ketone  under 
consideration.    The  method  is  carried  out  as  follows  : 

A  known  weight  of  the  oil  is  heated  with  a  known  weight 
of  phenylhydrazine.  The  hydrazidc  formed  is,  after  cooling 
and  being  allowed  to  stand,  separated  by  nitration,  and  the 
phenylhydrazine  remaining  in  the  nitrate  is  oxidised  by 
boiling  with  Fehling's  solution.  In  this  reaction  the 
nitrogen  is  given  off  in  the  gaseous  condition,  and  can  be 
collected  and  measured,  and  thus  the  amount  of  phenyl- 
hydrazine  entering  into  combination  calculated,  and  so  the 
amount  of  ketone  deduced. 

The  author  points  out  that  this  method  gives  accurate 
Tesults  with,  for  example,  oil  of  rue  (methyl-nonyi-ketone), 
tout  not  with  several  other  ketones.  Various  other  methods 
are  discussed.  The  author's  own  method,  which  is  parti- 
cularly applicable  to  ketones  of  the  carvone  type,  is 
described  as  follows  : 

Five  c.c.  of  the  oil  (such  as  caraway,  peppermint,  etc.) 
is  placed  in  a  flask  having  a  100-c.c.  bulb  prolonged  into 
a  graduated  cylinder.  The  bulb  is  then  filled  to  about 
two-thirds  of  its  volume  with  a  saturated  solution  of  sodium 
bicarbonate  and  neutral  sodium  sulphite.  The  mixture  is 
well  shaken  for  thirty  seconds,  and  then  the  apparatus  is 
almost  entirely  filled  with  the  sulphite  solution.  It  is  then 
well  shaken  for  five  minutes  and  then  inverted,  so  that  the 
unabsorbed  oil  rises  to  the  surface. 

According  to  Labbe,  the  results  by  this  process  are  correct 
to  within  0.5  per  cent. 


Peculating  Opium.— At  Mr.  Harcourt's  request,  the 
Governments  of  all  tho  Crown  Colonies  and  Protectorates 
have  now  passed  ordinances  to  give  effect  to  the  measures 
decided  upon  in  the  International  Opium  Convention  signed 
at  The  Hague  last  year,  and  to  regulate  tho  importation, 
storage,  and  disposal  of  opium,  morphine,  cocaine,  and 
similar  drugs.  The  self-governing  Dominions  are  expected 
to  follow  suit. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS, 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  iter 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

In  his  report  to  the  Derby  Board  of  Guardians,  the 
dispenser  states  that  during  the  past  year  60,146  pre- 
scriptions were  dispensed  for  the  outdoor  poor  at  a 
cost  of  299/.  10?.  3tf.,  while  the  drugs  for  the  infirmary 
and  children's  homes  had  cost  an  additional  182/.  Is.  lrf. 

"Empire  Drug  Farms"  is  the  title  given  to  a  short 
article  which  has  appeared  in  several  London  newspapers 
this  week.  It  refers  to  the  Jubilee  meeting  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  states  that  the  question 
"  Why  not  start  a  ring  of  scientific  drug  farms  in  various 
parts  of  the  Empire  ?  "  is  to  be  brought  up  at  the  meeting. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Leeds  off-licence  holders  on  May  6, 
the  question  of  selling  mineral  waters  on  half-day  holi- 
days was  brought  up.  It  was  stated  that  tho  Town 
Clerk  had  ruled  that  "the  correct  interpretation  of  the 
Home  Office  circular  on  the  subject  is  that  mineral  waters 
may  be  sold  on  the  half-holiday  closing-day  for  consump- 
tion on  the  premises  or  anywhere  off  the  premises,  but 
not  for  consumption  on  any  other  premises." 

At  the  annual  parade  of  the  Commercial  Motor  Users' 
Association  at  Grosvenor  Road,  London,  S.W.,  a  motor- 


van  of  The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  gained  a  first  prize. 
This  was  a  30-h.p.  Straker  Squire  chassis  with  body 
designed  by  the  B.D.H.  The  van  with  the  advertisement 
of  "  Herogen  "  on  the  side  of  the  body  appeared  on  the 
cinematograph-film  at  the  Palladium  Music-hall  the  same 
evening,  and  it  was  also  portrayed  in  the  "  Daily  Graphic  " 
for  May  13.  Our  illustration  is  from  an  "L.N. A." 
photograph.    The  B.D.H.  van  is  No.  11. 

Trie  L.G.B.  and  Carbolic  Disinfectants. 
The  Local  Government  Board  have  circulated  among 
the  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  copies  of  the  Order 
in  Council  applying  Section  5  of  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  to  liquid  preparations  containing 
not  more  than  3  per  cent,  of  phenols.  In  a  covering 
statement  the  Board  say  that  recently  they  had  under 
consideration  the  danger  to  life  attending  the  distribu- 
tion of  poisonous  liquid  disinfectants,  such  as  prepara- 
tions of  carbolic  acid,  in  receptacles,  such  as  beer-bottles, 
ordinarily  used  for  liquid  intended  for  consumption. 
Instances  had  been  brought  to  the  Board's  notice  of 
omission  on  the  part  of  local  authorities  to  observe, 
in  the  distribution  of  such  disinfectants,  the  regu- 
lations applicable  to  the  retail  sale  of  liquid 
poisons.  It  seemed  to  the  Board  desirable  that  the 
precautions  which  are  enforceable  when  carbolic  acid 
or  a  liquid  preparation  thereof  is  sold  should  be  observed 
generally  in  the  gratuitious  distribution  of  disinfectants 
by  a  local  authority  or  in  the  use  of  disinfectants  by 
their  officers,  whether  they  contain  carbolic  acid  or 
any  other  poisonous  disinfectant. 
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Society  of  Apothecaries  of  London. 

At  the  Assistants'  Examination  held  on  April  28 
and  30  and  May  1,  the  following  candidates  were  granted 
the  certificate  of  qualification  to  act  as  an  assistant  to 
an  apothecary  in  compounding  and  dispensing  medi 
cines  :• 


Arthur,  M.  C 
Bell,  E.  M. 
Blackett,  W.  M. 
Brice,  A.  J. 
Carter,  M. 
Clifford,  E.  E. 
Davis,  B. 
JDeakin,  D. 
Esdaile,  J.  G. 
Field,  J.  E. 
Forbes,   M.  G. 
Freeborn,  W.  G. 
Fricker,  E.  B. 


F. 


Powell,  E.  F. 
Richards,  T.  A. 
Robinson,  D.  M.  N. 
Robeon,  E. 
SaJ,  I. 
Scales,  S. 
Smith,  W.  I. 
Toon,  C. 
Wedge,  G.  M. 
Weston,  M. 
Wild,  M. 
Winsor,  E.  M. 


Griffiths,  H.  A. 
Hall,  E.  M. 
Harris,  G.  H. 
Harvey,  E. 
Hatton,  1). 
Kaye,  M.  I. 
Maephail,  A.  M. 
Miller,  A.  C. 
Morris,  J.  R. 
Nelson,  C.  A.  P. 
Oa.kes,  A. 
Orton,  D.  M. 
Payne,  C.  M. 

A  Drug  Merchant  Disappears 

Mr.  Herbert  Hymans,  of  Messrs.  Herbert  Hymans  & 
Co.,  drug  merchants,  St.  Dunstan's  Buildings,  London 
E.C.,  has  been  missing  since  about  April  16.  On  that 
date  he  left  his  office  about  5.25  p.m.,  apparently  in  hi< 
usual  health,  with  the  intention  of  going  to  Brighton 
He  was  seen  there  about  8.45  p.m.  by  a  chair-ticket 
collector  on  the  Palace  Pier.  A  quarter  of  an  hour 
later  the  ticket  collector  found  on  the  seat  an  umbrella 
and  hat.  Inside  the  hat  was  a  handkerchief  and  one 
of  Mr.  Hymans's  cards.  Despite  widespread  inquiries  by 
relatives  and  friends,  no  further  trace  of  Mr.  Hymans 
had  been  found  at  a  late  hour  on  Wednesday  night 
We  may  add  that  Mr.  Hymans  had  long  suffered  from 
insomnia,  and  it  was  his  intention  to  take  a  sea  voyage. 
Artificial  Tannins 

A  discovery  recently  made  by  Dr.  Edmund  Stiasny, 
Leeds  University,  and  communicated  by  him  on  Whit 
Monday  to  the  Yorkshire  Section  of  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry,  appears  to  solve  the  problem  of 
artificial  organic  tannins  by  the  production  of  a  chemical 
substance  which  not  only  resembles  natural  tannins  in 
physical,  chemical,  and  technical  properties,  but  can  be 
manufactured  at  such  a  price  that  it  can  compete  with 
the  vegetable  tanning  materials  on  the  market.  This  new 
synthetic  tannin  is  formed  by  the  action  of  formaldehyde 
on  sulphonated  phenols,  and  has  been  proved  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  trials  to  be  of  practical  as  well  as  of 
theoretical  importance. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Yet  another  optician's  establishment  has  been  founded 
in  High  Street. 

The  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  continues,  while  school 
reports  state  that,  measles  and  mumps  are  still  rampant. 

A  notable  feature  of  the  new  building  which  Messrs. 
Boots  are  erecting  at  the  corner  of  Colmore  Row  and  Bull 
.Street  is  that  the  upper  part  is  being  completed  first. 

The  local  chemists'  assistants  have  joined  forces  with 
the  grocers  in  urging  the  public  to  shop  early  to  enable 
them  to  have  fewer  working  hours.  Thev  contend  that 
in  this  particular  the  Shops  Act  is  a  dead-letter. 

The  beautiful  collection  of  British  birds  belonging  to  Mr. 
R.  W.  Chase,  the  well-known  brush  manufacturer,  has 
been  lent  to  the  city's  new  Natural  History  Museum.  The 
owner  is  the  uncle  of  Mr.  T.  Chase,  pharmacist,  Edsj- 
baston.  ° 

The  "  Weekly  Post,"  on  the  advice  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Tracey, 
of  the  New  York  Board  of  Health,  has  been  extolling 
hexamethyltetramine  in  4-,  5-.  or  7^-grain  dose  as  a 
remedy  for  colds  and  influenza.  This  has  led  to  numerous 
inquiries  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

By  a  majority  of  sixteen  Mr.  William  Shakespear, 
manager  and  secretary  for  Hedges,  Ltd..  chemists,  Dale 
End,  Birmingham,  was  elected  Poor-law  Guardian  for  the 
Spark-brook  Ward.  The  next  of  his  three  opponents  was 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Douglas  Stanley,  a  local  consulting 
specialist.  ° 

The  shop-windows  of  the  local  pharmacists  seem  to 
imply  that  there  is  something  wrong  with  the  feet  of  the 
public.  The  goods  exhibited  range  from  com  silk  and 
rubber  corn  liquid  devices  for  toes,  to  give  shape  or  pre- 
vent soft  corns,  to  daintily  coloured  washes  and  powders 


for  pediluvia,  not  to  mention  arch-supports  and  other  flat- 
foot  cures. 

Local  botanical  students  will  be  interested  to  learn 
that  the  Birmingham  Parks  Committee  are  devoting 
special  attention  to  the  students'  garden  at  Cannon  Hill 
Park,  so  as  to  make  it  worthy  of  its  title.  Each  plant 
and  tree  is  being  re-labelled,  and  the  area  is  being 
enlarged  and  the  number  of  natural  orders  represented  is 
to  be  increased. 

Contracts. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Joint  Hospital  Board.- — Furnival  &Co., 
Hanley,  for  drugs  and  serum. 

Winchester  Guardians. — Mrs.  Gibb  appointed  chemist  to 
the  workhouse  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Maidstone  Guardians. — G.  May  &  Son,  for  five  hot-water 
beds  with  patent  air  inlets,  at  21.  17s.  each. 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. — Victoria  Rubber  Co., 
for  a  supply  of  waterproof  sheets.  The  value  is  under 
iOOZ. 

Liverpool  Town  Council. — North  British  Rubber  Co., 
for  an  annual  supply  of  mackintosh  sheeting  to  the  city 
hospitals. 

Southwark  Guardians. — Mr.  Geo.  Pocock,  Southwark 
Bridge  Road,  London,  S.E.,  for  the  supply  of  waterproof- 
sheeting  at  5s.  a  yard. 

Bristol  City  Council. — Hodder  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  an 
annual  supply  of  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.  The  value  of  the 
contract  is  put  at  265?.  9s.  6d. 

Salford  Town  Council. — D.  Matthews,  for  80  tons 
copperas,  23s.  6d.  per  ton;  R.  Johnson  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  for 
20  cwt.  soda-ash,  at  3s.  6d.  per  cwt.  ;  J.  Cannon,  for 
40  cwt.  soda,  at  2s.  4^rf.  per  cwt.  ;  Brunner,  Mond  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  an  annual  supply  of  soda-ash,  at  3/.  2s.  11c?. 
per  ton. 

Twickenham  Urban  District  Council. — Mr.  A.  Feather, 
chemist,  Twickenham,  for  240  gals,  of  Jeyes'  No.  1 
disinfectant  fluid  at  Is.  l^d.  per  gal.,  and  one  ton  of 
Jeyes'  X  Corporation  powder  at  5/.  per  ton.  Mr.  C.  J. 
Palmer,  chemist,  Twickenham,  for  240  gals,  of  special 
soluble  carbolic  fluid  (15  per  cent,  carbolic  acid  and  about 
50  per  cent,  coal-tar  and  allied  oils),  at  Is.  26?.  per  gal., 
and  one  ton  of  carbolic  powder  at  4?.  10s.  per  ton. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Faversham  Guardians  on  May  6 
it  transpired  that  quotations  had  been  obtained  from  two 
outside  firms  for  two  water-beds,  ;one  price  being 
4Z.  17s.  6d.  and  the  other  61.  15s.  Mr.  Evan  Jenkins, 
chemist  and  druggist,  said  it  is  a  bad  way  of  doing 
business  to  propose  that  purchases  should  be  made  before 
having  obtained  prices.  He  advocated  purchasing  the 
beds  from  local  chemists,  who  could  supply  them  at  the 
same  price.  The  question  of  purchase  was  consequently 
deferred  until  the  next  meeting. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 
The  Herts  analyst  (Dr.  B.   Dyer),  in  his  quarterly 
report,  certifies  all  the  thirteen  drug-samples  as  genuine. 

In  Bermondsey  last  quarter  two  samples  each  of 
glycerin  and  eucalyptus  oil  and  one  of  camphorated  oil 
were  examined.  One  sample  each  of  glycerin  and  euca- 
lyptus oil  was  adulterated. 

Mr.  G.  Fisher,  the  Southwark  food  and  drug  inspector, 
has  at  his  own  request  been  allowed  to  fulfil  his  duties 
without  wearing  uniform.  Mr.  Fisher  was  the  only 
uniformed  inspector  in  London,  and  he  stated  that  his 
uniform  caused  annoyance  to  tradesmen  by  attracting 
the  attention  of  customers. 

The  Sheffield  city  analyst  (Mr.  G.  E.  Scott  Smith) 
certified  all  last  quarter's  drug-samples  as  genuine. 
During  April  there  were  submitted  to  him  for  analysis 
three  samples  each  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  camphorated 
oil,  and  compound  liquorice-powder,  and  two  of  ginger. 
These  were  also  found  to  be  genuine. 

The  Lambeth  analyst  (Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Muter,  F.I.C.), 
in  his  quarterly  report,  states  that  no  samples  of  drugs 
were  presented  for  analysis.  In  the  first  fortnight  of 
April  fifteen  informal  samples  of  drugs  were  purchased. 
All  of  these  were  genuine  except  one  sample  of  cream  of 
tartar,  which  was  10  per  cent,  deficient  in  acid  potassium 
tartrate. 
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The  City  of  London  medical  officer  reports  that  396 
samples  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  eight  weeks  end- 
ing April  12.  These  included  :  Mustard  (10),  vinegar  (±0), 
camphorated  oil  (6),  pepper  (4),  olive  oil  (4).  boric-acid 
■ointment  (3),  glycerin  (3),  lime-water  (3),  white  precipi- 
tate ointment  (3),  zinc  ointment  (3),  and  crushed  linseed 
(2).  None  of  the  drug  samples  or  condiments  were  found 
to  be  deficient  in  quality. 

The  East  Riding  (Yorks)  analyst  reported  on  the  follow- 
ing samples  during  the  past  quarter  :  Liquorice-powder  12. 
tartaric  acid  8,  tincture  of  quinine  7,  laudanum  6,  almond 
oil  6,  calomel  5,  distilled  water  5,  red-precipitate  oint- 
ment 4,  eucalyptus  oil  3,  mercury  ointment  2,  and 
paregoric  1.  Two  tincture  of  quinine  samples  were 
28.1  grains  and  46  grains  per  pint  deficient  in  sulphate  of 
quinine.  Fines  amounting  to  11.  16-5.  and  costs  totalling 
8s.  were  imposed.  An  almond-oil  sample  consisted  of  a 
mixture  of  peach-kernel  and  apricot-kernel  oils  with 
almond  oil.  Proceedings  axe  pending  in  this  case. 
Manchester  Notes. 

The  first  prize  in  the  competition  held  by  the  local 
Assistants'  Association,  reported  in  our  issue  of  last  week, 
was  gained  by  Mr.  W.  Oscar  Wilkinson,  of  Wilmslow, 
who  is  studying  at  the  Northern  College  of  Pharmacy. 

The  Shops  Superintendent  has  been  instructed  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Manchester  Corporation  to 
ascertain  the  wishes  of  chemists  as  to  exemption  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  relating  to  half-day 
closing. 

On  Thursday,  May  8,  the  pharmacy  students  of  the 
Manchester  University  paid  a  visit  to  the  warehouse  and 
works  of  Messrs.  Jas.  YVoolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Victoria 
'Bridge,  where  they  were  received  by  Mr.  Geo.  S.  Woolley 
and  Mr.  Win.  Lane,  who  conducted  them  over" the  five- 
storey  building.  The  floor  devoted  fo  surgical,  photo- 
graphic, and  similar  appliances  was  first  inspected.  Mr. 
Twining  explained  the  construction  and  uses  of  many 
pieces  of  apparatus.  A  quick  tour  of  the  other  depart- 
ments followed.  Keen  interest  was  taken  in  the  "  Boval  " 
truss-making  department.  After  a  look-in  at  the  analytical 
laboratory,  where  Mr.  Duncan  was  busy  examining  sputum 
and  his  assistant  was  determining  the  acetyl  value  of 
peppermint  oil,  the  visitors  were  taken  to  the  wet  room  in 
the  basement,  and  after  noting  the  packing  and  despatch 
of  goods  were  conveyed  to  the  works  at  Knowsley  Street 
in  a  'bus.  There  Mr.  Franklin  acted  as  guide,  and  that 
«o  well  that  the  students  would  fain  have  lingered  longer, 
as  they  learnt  much  that  should  be  useful  to  them. 
From  "Various  Courts. 

At  the  London  Sessions  on  May  2,  the  appeal  by  John 
Whale,  dairyman,  Kensington,  against  a  fine  for  selling  a 
pot  of  cream  containing  22.309  grains  of  boron  trioxide 
(C.  &  D.,  May  3,  index  folio  669),  was  dismissed. 

At  a  Hampstead  inquest  on  May  9,  it  was  stated  that 
it  was  thought  the  deceased,  Sarah  Olga  Jacoby  (38). 
wife  of  a  lace  manufacturer,  had  taken  120  grains  of 
"'emdamol"  (?  medinal,  as  this  was  stated  to  be  the 
soluble  form  of  veronal).  The  inquiry  was  adjourned  for 
purposes  of  analytical  investigation. 

The  Shoreditch  coroner  (Dr.  R.  L.  Guthrie)  was  told 
on  May  3,  during  the  inquest  on  a  Dalston  infant  named 
Dawney,  that  the  child  was  given  saffron  and  brandy  for 
measles.  Dr.  Guthrie  said  he  did  not  know  how  saffron 
got  its  fame  as  a  cure  for  measles,  as  it  is  not  the  slightest 
use.  It  is  in  general  use  all  over  the  country.  It  has  a 
fine  colour,  but  that  is  all.  It  is  perfectly  harmless  and 
perfectly  useless.  The  only  harm  in  this  case  is  that  the 
mother  trusted  to  it.  The  Foreman  :  Nine  mothers  out 
of  ten  administer  the  same  thing.  Dr.  Guthrie  :  Wives 
recommend  it  to  one  another,  but  it  is  net  recommended 
by  the  medical  profession. 

["  The  Star  "  on  May  14  published  an  interview  with  Mr. 
James  Watmore,  of  Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd..  in  regard  to  the 
•use  of  saffron  and  other  herbal  remedies  by  the  public] 

Bitter  Revenge. — A  chemist  in  China  tells  us  that  he 
received  an  envelope  from  one  of  his  English  customers 
recently  containing  a  dead  canary,  with  the  request  to 
nave  some  strychnine  put  into  it,  so  that  the  cat  which 
killed  the  bird  might  eat  it  and  die. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Personal. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Irish  Anti-Vaccination 
League  in  Belfast  on  May  10,  Mr.  L.  H.  Grubb,  Ph.C, 
Waterford,  was  elected  treasurer. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Connor,  J.P.,  Ph.C,  was  presented  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  Lady  Aberdeen,  on  the 
occasion  of  their  visit  to  Warrenpoint  to  inaugurate  the 
new  waterworks,  on  Whit  Monday. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gibson,  J. P.,  registered  druggist,  King 
Street,  Belfast,  and  Mrs.  Gibson  entertained  the  members 
of  the  Dunmurry  Working  Men's  Club  to  tea  on  May  9. 
Mr.  Gibson  is  president  of  the  club. 

Mr.  Michael  O'Donneli,  Ph.C,  dispenser  to  the  High 
Street  dispensary  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  has  passed 
the  Final  examination  in  medical  jurisprudence  and 
hygiene  and  completed  his  examination  in  materia  medica 
at  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland. 

At  the  Paris  Congress  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public 
Health  this  week,  ^Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter,  M.A.,  M.D., 
LL.B.,  Ph.C,  is  to  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Necessity  for 
the  Medical  Examination  of  All  Workers."  He  advocates 
the  production  of  certificates  of  fitness  and  health  by  work- 
men seeking  employment,  the  certificates  to  be  renewed  at 
regular  intervals. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  to  make  a  presentation  to  Mr. 
J.  Cherry,  M.A.,  the  well-known  Belfast  pharmacy  tutor, 
as  a  mark  of  appreciation  of  his  services.  Mr.  T.  Mitchell, 
Ph.C,  139  Newtownards  Road,  Belfast,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Hon.  Secretary  of  the  committee,  which  includes 
Messrs.  W.  Curr,  Ph.C.  W.  J.  Rankin,  jun.,  Ph.C, 
W.  T.  Adair.  C.  J.  Knox,  Geo.  Busby  (Dobbin  &  Co., 
Ltd.),  Chas.  Doig,  John  Law  (Grattan  '&  Co.,  Ltd.).  John 
Doohan  (Belfast),  Jas.  Allen.  Ph.C,  and  C.  V.  Bolton, 
Ph.C.  (Lisburn),  and  H.  F.  Moore,  Ph.C  (Bangor). 

Brevities. 

The  Committee  of  Management  of  the  South  Infirmary, 
Cork,  received  on  May  10  an  offer  to  give  500Z.  towards 
the  equipment  of  an  x-ray  department  at  the  hospital. 
The  offer  involves  the  appointment  of  a  radiographer  of 
repute. 

Creditors  against  the  estate  of  tlie  late  Mr.  John  W. 
Ritchie,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street.  Comber,  Co. 
Down,  are  required  to  send  their  claims  to  Me;srs.  Shean 
&  Dickson,  High  Street,  Belfast,  the  solicitors  for  the 
executors,  before  June  1. 

Messrs.  Baxter,  Ltd..  chemists  and  druggists,  Bally- 
money,  wrote  to  the  local  urban  council  protesting  against 
the  proposed  removal  of  a  lamp  situated  a  few  yards  from 
their  gateway  in  Church  Street.  The  Council  decided  not 
to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

The  question  of  the  use  of  Jeyes'  Fluid  in  preference  to 
a  disinfectant  of  local  manufacture  was  raised  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Cork  Corporation.  The  Councillor  who 
introduced  the  subject  was  informed  that  it  was  the  fault 
of  local  manufacturers  if  their  products  were  overlooked. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  intimated  to  the 
Kilmacthomas  Board  of  Guardians  that  the  requisition 
for  medicines  for  the  Kilmacthomas  dispensary  is  for 
quantities  in  excess  of  the  requirements  for  three  months. 
The  order  for  drugs  should  therefore  be  withdrawn  and 
a  new  requisition  sent  in. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  intimated  to  the 
Corofin  Guardians  that  unless  the  contract  for  medicines 
is  given  to  the  firm  that  offered  the  lowest  terms — 25  per 
cent,  discount — they  cannot  allow  recoupment.  The 
Guardians  thereupon  readvertised,  and  received  a  tender 
from  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  at  25  per  cent,  discount, 
which  has  been  accepted. 

At  Omagh  Petty  Sessions  on  May  12,  Andrew  John 
Glass  was  charged,  on  remand,  with  the  larceny  of  a  quan- 
tity of  sticking-plaster,  the  property  of  Messrs.  McAdam 
&  Bates,  chemists,  Omagh  (see  C.  Jb  D.,  April  26,  index 
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folio  614),  and  also  a  bicycle  pump.  The  defendant 
pleaded  guilty,  and  asked  for  leniency  on  the  ground  that 
he  wanted  to  leave  the  country.  The  Bench  adjourned 
the  case  to  allow  him  to  carry  out  his  intention  to  emigrate. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Letter- 
kenny  Board  of  Guardians  drawing  attention  to  the  quan- 
tity of  drugs  requisitioned  by  Dr.  Murnaghan  for  his 
district  during  the  preceding  quarter,  which  they  con- 
sidered excessive.  The  Clerk  explained  that  Dr.  Mur- 
naghan, having  been  recently  appointed,  required  a  little 
more  than  the  ordinary  quantity  of  drugs  to  make  up  his 
stock.  The  Guardians  decided  that  the  drugs  requisitioned 
were  necessary. 

The  position  of  compounder  of  medicines  for  North 
Queen  Street  Dispensary,  Belfast,  vacant  by,  the  death  of 
Dr.  Meharry,  has  not  yet  been  filled.  Mr.  W.  J.  Steven- 
son, Ph.C,  dispenser  of  the  workhouse,  is  a  candidate 
for  the  position.  The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Guardians 
has  recommended  that  advertisements  for  candidates  be 
not  issued  until  the  Local  Government  Board  approves  of 
the  new  scale  for  dispensers.  The  duties  are  temporarily 
being  discharged  by  Mr.  Samuel  Fleming^  Ph.C. 

At  Cork  Police  Court  last  week,  a  young  man  named 
Lunham  was  charged  with  obtaining  goods  valued  at 
21.  6s.  4rf.  by  false  pretences  from  Messrs.  Fielding, 
•chemists,  Patrick  Street,  Cork.  Accused  presented  orders 
for  goods  purporting  to  come  from  his  mother,  a  nurse, 
and  when  he  had  obtained  the  articles  he  managed  on 
various  pretexts  to  get  money  for  them  at  other 
chemists  in  the  city.  When  the  account  was  sent  to  Nurse 
Lunham  she  repudiated  it.  Accused,  who  pleaded  guilty, 
■was  committed  for  trial  at  the  Quarter  Sessions. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  newi  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  A.  Scott  Dodd,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Edinburgh, 
has  been  appointed  public  analyst  for  Orkney,  as  successor 
to  Mr.  J.  Falconer  King  (resigned). 

Mr.  T.  W.  Drinkwater,  L.R.C.P.&S.E.,  F.I.C.,  Edin- 
burgh, has  been  appointed  public  analyst  for  Ross  and 
Cromarty,  in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  as  chemist  to  the  High- 
land and  Agricultural  Society,  submitted  his  report  on 
forty  samples  to  the  meeting  held  in  Edinburgh  on 
May  7. 

Councillor  John  Freeland,  chemist  and  druggist,  and 
Dr.  Simpson,  Bathgate,  met  with  a  motoring  accident  on 
the  night  of  May  13.  Dr.  Simpson  was  driving,  and  at  a 
turn  of  the  road  the  steering  gear  jammed,  and  the  car 
ran  on  to  the  embankment.  Turning  turtle  it  pinned  the 
occupants  beneath  it.  Mr.  Freeland  was  badly  marked 
about  the  face,  but  was  able  to  walk.  Dr.  Simpson  was 
temporarily  rendered  unconscious. 

Edinburgh. 

The  cheques  from  the  Insurance  Commissioners  arrived 
last  week  while  the  C.  <£•  D.  was  being  set  up.  Monthly 
payments  hereafter. 

The  development  of  autochromes  was  the  subject  of 
a  demonstration  given  by  Dr.  Inglis  Clark  to  the  members 
of  the  Edinburgh  Photographic  Society  at  last  week's 
meeting. 

The  twenty-second  annual  sports  meeting  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  will  be  held  in  the  Marine 
Gardens,  Portobello,  on  Wednesday,  June  4,  at  6.45  p.m. 
Tickets  (6d.  each)  cover  admission  to  the  gardens,  sports 
ground,  and  grand  stand.  Preliminary  five-a-side  ties 
will  be  played  on  the  same  grounds  on  Wednesday, 
May  28. 


The  Title  "  Doctor." — The  Royal  Colleg-e  of  Physicians 
of  London  has  changed  >a  by-law  so  that  its  Licentiates  are 
now  permitted  to  style  themselves  "  Dr.   "  on  door- 
plates,  visiting-cards,  and  so  on,  if  they  wish  to  do  so. 


FRENCH  NEWS, 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Serious  Fire. — A  huge  fire  and  explosion  at  a  depot  of 
chemicals  and  oils  occurred  on  May  1  in  Algiers,  causing, 
great  damage,  estimated  at  over  100,OOOZ. 

Trade-marks. — At  a  Board  meeting  of  the  British. 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Paris,  on  May  2,  Mr.  Hanning 
reported  the  terms  of  an  interview  with  the  Directeur 
des  Affaires  Commerciales  with  regard  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  French  law  re  merchandise  marks.  The 
Chamber  points  out  that  British  exporters  to  France 
desire  to  indicate  in  the  clearest  possible  manner  the- 
British  origin  of  their  goods,  but  they  ask  that  somer 
amount  of  elasticity  may  be  applied  in  the  working  of 
the  regulation.  The  mark  importe  d'  Antjle.te.rre.  is= 
almost  invariably  required  if  any  French  indication 
appears  on  the  goods,  and  compliance  with  this  regula- 
tion is  sometimes  difficult  for  British  firms  who  have 
branches  in  France,  and  who  habitually  show  clearly, 
in  other  ways,  the  nationality  of  their  goods.  The  new 
premises  of  the  Chamber  at  9  Rue  des  Pyramides  were- 
officially  opened  on  May  3. 

Synthetic  Camphor. — After  a  long  judicial  inquiry, 
legal  proceedings  are  to  be  taken  against  twelve  directors- 
of  the  company  formed  several  years  ago  for  the  manu 
facture  of  synthetic  camphor,  known  as  "  Le  Camphre," 
and  its  subsidiary  company  "  l'Oynnite,"  which  was  sup- 
posed to  look  after  the  sale  of  the  patented  processes  for 
making  camphor.  The  defendants  will  be  accused  of 
having  sold  the  original  patent  for  the  manufacture  of 
synthetic  camphor  by  fraudulent  moans,  in  view  of  which 
they  formed  the  company  "  Le  Camphre,"  knowing  the 
said  patents  to  be  worthless  from  a  practical  commercial, 
point  of  view ;  also  with  having  shared  large  sums  of 
money  between  them.  The  proceedings  are  taken  at  the- 
instigation  of  a  body  of  shareholders  in  the  company,, 
who  claim  to  have  lost  over  a  million  francs  (40,OOOZ. ).- 
The  case  is  down  for  hearing  on  June  12,  and  very  pro- 
minent counsel  have  been  retained. 

Poisoning  Through  Imprudence. — A  shocking  case  of 
poisoning  is  reported  from  Draguignan.  The  chef- 
lieu  of  the  Var  department,  familiar  to  all  travel- 
lers to  the  Riviera,  M.  Roquemaure,  with  his  son-in-law 
(M.  Maria)  and  his  grandson,  made  a  call  at  the  private- 
residence  of  M.  Bel,  a  pharmacist  of  the  locality.  He- 
was  out,  and  the  house  shut  up,  but  the  friends,  knowing 
they  would  be  welcome  and  where  the  keys  were  hidden,, 
let  themselves  in,  and,  as  it  was  midday,  went  into  the- 
kitchen  and  prepared  a  meal,  utilising  for  this  purpose- 
some  flour  they  found  in  a  sack.  They  had  no  sooner 
lunched  than  they  all  experienced  violent  pains,  and  in- 
consequence immediately  returned  to  the  town.  M.  Bel  was 
shocked  to  learn  of  the  occurrence,  declaring  at  once  that 
the  flour  in  question  was  mixed  with  arsenic  and  set  aside- 
for  the  purpose  of  poisoning  rats.  His  fears  were  only 
too  well  founded.  All  that  was  possible  was  done  for 
the  victims  of  this  singular  imprudence,  but  two  are  dead 
and  the  third  remains  in  a  critical  state.  The  horror 
caused  by  the  incident  was  increased  by  the  fact  that  a 
well-known  lady  resident  (wife  of  an  ex-Government 
functionary)  died  the  same  evening.  It  transpired  that 
she  had  by  her  bedside  a  purgative  and  methyl  chloride,, 
and  had  swallowed  the  latter  by  mistake. 

Vichy  on  the  eve  of  the  season  is  an  interesting  and: 
curious  sight.  May  15  is,  I  believe,  the  official  date  for 
inaugurating  the  season,  though  that  of  1913  has  com- 
menced some  days  in  advance  of  the  local  calendar,  for- 
distinguished  visitors  of  various  nationalities  have  begun 
to  arrive,  and  Lord  Rosebery  reached  there  last  'Sunday 
to  begin  his  treatment  of  three  weeks.  When  I  was  there- 
recently  all  the  town  was  in  the  hands  of  electricians, 
painters,  et  hoc  genus  omne,  and  the  aspect  generally 
was  something  like  an  International  Exhibition  on  the- 
eve  of  the  official  opening  day.  Everyone  in  the  place- 
seems  getting  ready,  but  few  are  ready  yet.  The  women 
who  distribute  the  water  (do?ineuses  d'eau)  at  the  spas- 
await  at  the  receipt  of  customs,  which  is  yet  a  little  slovc 
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ito  come,  though  the  park-keepers  help  to  while  the  time 
.away.  The  streets  are  under  repair,  and  traffic  moves 
•with  difficulty  near  the  handsome  and  imposing  Central 
building,  round  which  the  great  Celestin,  Hopital,  and 
•other  sources  are  to  be  found.  Even  the  pharmacies 
nearest  the  springs  are  still  in  the  painters'  hands,  and 
have  their  windows  frosted,  which  gives  them  for  the  time 
being  an  air  of  mystery.  The  hotels  are  opening  one  by 
•one,  and  the  summer  tramway  service  commenced  running 
■on  May  1.  Briefly,  Vichy,  the  greatest  resort  in  the 
world  for  drinking  waters,  is  awakening  to  receive  its 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  visitors  during  the  summer 
imonths. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
"The  Chemist  and   Druggist"   is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


Natal. 

Mr.  Morris  W.  Stranack  was  on  March  31  admitted 
.-a  partner  in  the  business  of  Messrs.  Stranack  &  Williams, 
^chemists,  320  West  Street,  Durban.    The  business  was 

founded  by  his  father  in  1872.  Mr.  Morris  Stranack 
•  came  to  England  thirty  years  later,  and  after  studying 
■at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  and  passing  the  Minor 
•^examination  in  October  1902,  he  became  associated  with 

Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  Ltd.,  as  a  director.  The 
experience  that  he  had  at  Charlotte  Street  has  stood 

him  in  good  stead  in  the  planning  of  recent  alterations 
■  of  his  firm's  premises  in  Durban,  especially  in  regard  to 
i/he  wholesale  department. 
Orange  Free  State. 
O.F.S.  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Council.— The  usual 
'■monthly  meeting  was  held  on  Friday,  April  11,  when 
there  were  present  :  Dr.  A.  B.  Ward  (the  President), 

Drs.  C.  H.  Bidwell,  S.  M.  de  Kock,  J.  V.  Manning, 
-J.   C.   Pretorius,  D.   M.    Tomory,  and  G.  H.  Usmar, 

Mr.  E.  Whiteside  (Dental  representative)  and  Mr.  S.  S. 

Hewitt  (Pharmaceutical  member).  The  Government  have 
•nominated  the  following  as  members  of  the  Council  from 
•July  13,  1913  :  Drs.  J.  C.  Pretorius,  D.  M.  Tomory,  and 
'G.  H.  Usmar  as  representatives  of  medical  practitioners; 

Mr.  E.  Whiteside  to  represent  the  dentists;  Messrs.  A. 

Fowlie  and  S.  S.  Hewitt  as  representatives  of  the 
•chemists  and  druggists.  The  date  of  election  for 
ifour  medical  practitioners  and  one  chemist  and  druggist 
'by  the  medical  practitioners  and  chemists  and  druggists 
-of  the  Province  respectively  has  been  fixed  for  July  9, 

1913,  if  an  election  is  necessary.  Nominations  of  candi- 
dates for  election  closed  on  April  30.      The  following 

registration  was  approved  :  George  Calvert  McGonigal 
'(chemist  and  druggist,  Gt.  Brit.,  1910)  as  a  chemist  and 
■druggist.    Address  :  c/o  Mr.  E.  R.  Hine,  Ficksburg. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Province. 

A  General  Meeting  of  the  above  Society  was  held  at  the 
Society's  Room,  Hout  Street,  Cape  Town,  on  April  17.  Mr. 
J.  Sowden  presiding.  The  Chairman  welcomed  Mr.  Petrie 
to  the  Council  in  place  of  Mr.  Mathew,  resigned.  The 
routine  work  having  been  disposed  of,  the  annual  dinner 
■came  under  discussion.  It  was  decided  to  leave  arrange- 
ments for  the  dinner  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  with  the 
-co-operation  of  Mr.  Jardine.  The  regulations  issued  by 
"the  Veterinary  Department  regarding  the  importation  and 
sale  of  tuberculin  and  mallein  (C.  &  D.,  1912,"  I..  285)  were 
-discussed.  In  issuing  these  regulations  it  was  evidently  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  use 
•of  mallein  and  veterinary  tuberculin.  From  the  wording  of 
the  circular  it  might  be  inferred  that  tuberculin  for  human 
use  could  not  be  purchased  or  sold  by  chemists  without  a 
permit.  It  was  decided  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  regulations 
from  the  Government  and  to  give  the  matter  further  con- 
sideration. A  deputation  w.as  received  from  the  Chemists' 
Union  asking  for  the  co-operation  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  the  production  of  a  trade  journal.  The  informa- 
tion supplied  being  rather  scanty,  the  deputation  was  asked 
to  supply  fuller  details  of  the  scheme  to  be  put  before  a 
'•later  meeting  for  discussion.  Some  specimens  of  false  buchu 
-were  also  shown. 


LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Camphorated  Oil  and  Glycerin.— Four  summonses 
under  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875, 
were  heard  at  Old  Street  Police  Court,  London,  on  May  8. 
The  defendants  were  provision  dealers,  and  in  each  case  tho 
purchases  were  made  on  a  Sunday  morning  when  chemists' 
shops  were  closed.  In  three  cases  purchases  of  camphorated 
oil  in  penny  bottles  were  made,  and  in  the  fourth  glycerin. 
All  the  articles  came  from  one  wholesale  firm  in  the  East 
End.  The  oil  was  deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of 
3.6,  4.3,  and  8  per  cent.,  and  each  of  the  vendors  was  lined 
10s.,  and  12s.  6d.  costs.  A  similar  order  was  made  in  respect 
to  the  vendor  of  glycerin  containing  33  per  cent,  of  sugar. 

An  Almanack  Order.- Some  time  ago  a  m-mber  of 
chemists  associated  themselves,  with  Mr.  H.  J.  Sadler, 
Cowes,  I.W.,  as  Secretary,  for  mutual  protection  in  respect 
to  actions  which  might  be  taken  against  thorn  as  regards 
orders  for  almanacks.  A  case  arising  from  the  arrange- 
ment was  heard  in  the  Birmingham  County  Court  on  May  7, 
when  the  Midland  Printing  Co.,  Birmingham,  sued  Mr. 
R.  Dain,  chemist  and  druggist,  Runcorn,  for  51.  15s.,  being 
the  charge  for  printing  1,000  almanacks  supplied  in  Feb- 
ruary 1912.  Proof  of  the  order  for  the  almanacks  was 
given  by  Frederick  Goodrich,  and  he  was  cross-examined 
in  regard  to  statements  made  as  to  how  chemists  could 
reduce  the  cost  of  the  almanacks  by  getting  advertisements 
from  manufacturers  and  wholesalers.  After  hearing  defen- 
dant's version  of  the  conversation  with  the  previous  wit- 
ness, Judge  Amphlett,  K.C.,  gave  judgment  for  the  defen- 
dant, holding  that  the  Midland  Printing  Co.  had  not  carried 
out  their  guarantee.  The  defendant  was  allowed  costs, 
and  his  Honour  ordered  21.  which  Mr.  Dain  had  paid  into 
Court  to  remain. 

Trade  Competition.— In  giving  judgment  in  favour  of 
the  plaintiffs  in  the  case  of  Spalding  v.  Gamage  on  May  8, 
Mr.  Justice  Sargent  said :  "  A  trader  may  commend  or 
puff  his  own  goods  to  an  unlimited  amount  without  giving 
cause  of  action  to  another  trader,  although  the  latter,  if 
more  scrupulous  in  statement,  may  in  fact  be  considerably 
prejudiced  by  the  glibness  and  exaggeration  of  the  first 
trader.  A  trader  may,  apart  from  contract,  cut  prices  to  any 
extent  and  sell  at  a  loss,  with  the  object  of  taking  away 
custom  from  a  rival,  without  giving  any  cause  of  action  to 
that  rival.  But  a  trader  must  not  sell  goods  which  are  not 
those  of  a  trader,  rival  or  not,  as  being  the  goods  of  that 
trader;  nor  must  he  sell  one  class  of  goods  of  a  rival  trader 
as  being  another  or  superior  class  of  goods  of  that  trader. 
And  when  traders  make  a  feature  of  undercutting  and 
offering  '  gigantic  bargains  '  to  the  public,  it  is  necessary 
for  them  to  be  specially  careful  that  the  goods  offered,  at 
what  is  often  represented  as  being  far  less  than  their  true 
cost  price,  are  the  very  goods  which  they  purport  to  be  and 
the  ordinary  cost  of  which  is  stated  as  an  attraction." 

Sbops  Act:  Assistants'  Half-holiday,  —On  Febru- 
ary 22  the  Stanstead  Magistrates  decided  (see  C.  &  D., 
March  1,  index  folio  328)  that  a  railway  bookstall  is  not  a 
shop  within  the  meaning  of  the. Shops  Act.  The  defendants 
in  the  case  were  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  &  Son,  and  they 
were  summoned  for  employing  the  manager  of  Stanstead  rail- 
way bookstall  after  1.30  P.M.  on  each  weekday  during  the 
week  ending- January  18.  The  case  came  before  a  Divisional 
Court  of  King's  Bench  on  May  8  by  way  of  appeal,  and  by 
a  majority  (Justices  Bankes  and  Phillimore  against  Mr. 
Justice  Avory)  the  appeal  was  allowed  and  the  case  remitted 
to  the  Magistrates  for  further  consideration  and  adjudica- 
tion. Mr.  Justice  Bankes  said  the  object  of  the  statute  is 
to  enforce  a  compulsory  half-hol'day  on  shop-assistants. 
Section  1  (1)  provides  that  on  at  least  one  day  a  week  an 
assistant  is  not  to  be  employed  about  the  business  of  a  shop 
after  a  certain  hour.  In  his  opinion,  that  means  that  an 
assistant  is  not  to  work  after  that  hour,  and  the  respondents 
in  this  case  were  'prima  facie  liable,  although  they  would 
be  protected  under  Section  14  if  they  could  show  that  they 
had  taken  all  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  Act.  We  may  recall  that  this  was  the  doubtful 
point  in  the  case  ;  the  firm  gave  the  half-holiday,  but  tho 
manager,  it  was  alleged,  did  not  take  it. 

Dental-Pharmaceutical  Disagreement.  —  At  Bath 
County  Court,  before  Judge  Gwvnne  James,  on  May  8,  Mr. 
John  W.  Sampson,  Ph.G,  4  Cleveland  Place,  Bath,  sued 
Mr.  Edward  White,  L.S.A.,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.R.C.P.L., 
2  Green  Park,  Bath,  for  251.  19.?.  Id.  in  respect  to  drugs 
supplied,  brass  plates,  and  other  matters  connected  with 
a  dental  parlour,  which  the  defendant  had  in  connection 
with  the  plaintiff's  pharmacy.  Defendant  submitted  a 
counterclaim.    It  appeared  from  the  solicitor's  statements 
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and  the  evidence  that  in  March  1910  the  plaintiff  entered 
into  a  written  arrangement  with  the  defendant,  whereby 
certain  rooms  above  his  shop,  with  a  private  passage 
entrance  towards  Cleveland  Bridge,  were  put  at  the  disposal 
and  use  of  the  defendant  for  a  dentistry  practice.  The 
agreement  was  mutual  and  friendly  between  the  parties, 
and  the  plaintiff  was  to  get  half  of  the  money  taken  by 
defendant  as  rent.  The  agreement  was  for  three  years  until 
March  25,  1913,  but  a  few  months  after  the  plaintiff  left 
Bath  for  a  situation  in  London,  keeping  on  his  pharmacy, 
and  the  defendant  complained  that  thereby  the  agreement 
was  shorn  of  its  value,  as  there  was  no  one  to  introduce 
patients  to  him.  His  Honour  expressed  regret  that  such  a 
case  was  not  settled  privately.  Ultimately  he  gave  judg- 
ment for  the  plaintiff  on  the  claim  for  22?.  19*.  Id.  and 
costs,  and  for  the  defendant  on  the  counterclaim  for  15?. 
and  costs. 

Tin-box  Dispute.  —  In  the  City  of  London  Court  on 
May  8,  before  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  Messrs.  Hertz  & 
Co.,  wholesale  chemists,  9  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  sued  the 
Self-Opening  Tin  Box  Co.,  Ltd.,  Albion  Tin  Works,  London 
Road,  Barking,  for  9?.  Is.,  commission  on  an  order  obtained 
for  tin  boxes.    Defendants  counterclaimed  50?.  in  respect  of 
the  shipment  of  21.312  tins  to  plaintiffs'  order  to  C.  &  E. 
Hawkins,    Ltd.,    Montreal.    Mr.    E.    W.    H.    Holt,  who 
appeared  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  that  the  whole  transaction 
depended  on  the  construction  of  certain  documents  which 
passed  between  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants.  Defendants 
said  they  were  entitled  to  withhold  from  the  plaintiffs  a 
bill  of  exchange  which  ought  to  have  been  met  by  Messrs. 
Hawkins,    of    Montreal.      In  1911   plaintiff   was  deairng 
direct  with  the  defendants  for  the  purchase  of  self-opening 
tins,  and  he  was  an  ordinary  customer.    Towards  the  end 
of    December   1911   defendants   altered   the  arrangement. 
Instead  of  the  plaintiff  obtaining  credit  for  tins  which  he 
obtained  orders  for,  defendants  supplied  the  tins  subject  to 
their  invoicing  the  goods  direct  to  the  customers.  Pi.nntiff 
had  obtained  certain  orders,  and  wanted  to  be  paid  on  them. 
Mr.  Hertz  was  called  in  support  of  this  statement.    In  cross- 
examination,  ho   refused  to   answer   any  question   as  to 
whether  he  is  an  undischarged  bankrupt,  because  he  said 
that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  case.    The  Judge  said  he 
would  take  it  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  amount 
claimed,  subject  to  the  counterclaim.    Mr.  E.  A.  Walmisley, 
for  the  defendants,  said  the  counterclaim  was  this  :  that  the 
defendants  were  entitled  to  withhold  the  91.  until  they  had 
been  paid  a  sum  of  50?.  for  cigarette  tins  they  had  sent 
to  Messrs.  Hawkins,  of  Montreal,  at  the  instance  of  the 
plaintiff.    Mr.  Craven,  managing  director  of  the  defendant 
company,  said  that  plaintiff  told  him  that  he  could  place 
orders  for  cigarette  tins  with  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Glasgow,  and 
that  he  was  one  of  the  directors  of  Smith's,  also  that  Sir 
Ernest    Shackletbn,   the    explorer,    was   the  chairman  of 
Smith's.    By  asking  the  defendants  to  supply  Hertz  with 
fifty  gross  cigarette  tins,  Hertz  obtained  them  at  rock-bottom 
price,  which  he  would  not  otherwise  have  done.    They  after- 
wards found  he  had  not  received  an  order  for  fifty  gross 
from  Smith  &  Co.,  as  alleged,  and  they  found  Smith's  were 
not  taking  deliveries  of  the  same  class  of  cigarette  tin. 
Thereupon  the  defendants  said  they  would  be  glad  to  com- 
plete deliveries  for  the  fifty  gross.    Smith's  manager  told 
witness  he  had  never  placed  such  a  large  order  with  Mr. 
Hertz,  but  that  he  had  ordered  twenty  gross  of  one  size 
cigarette  tin  and  seven  gross  of  another.    They  found  out 
that  Hertz  had  no  interest  in  Smith  &  Co.,  nor  had  Sir 
Ernest  Shackleton.    They  then  told  plaintiff  that  they  would 
in  future  invoice  the  goods  direct  to  his  customers  and  pay 
him  the  difference  in  the  prices.    They  were  willing  to  pay 
the  plaintiff  the  amount  now  claimed  when  they  received  the 
money  which  was  due  to  them,  amounting  to  about  51?., 
from  Hawkins,  of  Montreal,  for  cigarette  tins  which  they 
had  sent  out  to  him.    Hawkins  had  paid  for  previous  con- 
signments of  cigarette  tins  supplied  upon  orders  obtained 
from  Hertz.    The  Judge  said  he  did  not  see  what  right  the 
defendants  had  to  withhold  the  9?.  due  to  the  plaintiff 
because  their  bill  had  not  been  met  by  Hawkins.  Credit 
had  not  been  given  to  Hertz,  but  to  Hawkins.    There  was 
no   doubt   defendants'    customer   was   Hawkins;  therefore 
judgment  would  be  given  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  claim,  with 
costs,  and  he  would  nonsuit  the  defendants  on  the  counter- 
claim. 

"Pure  Bristle"  Brushes. -In  the  Clerkenwell  Police 
Court,  London,  before  Mr.  D'Eyncourt  on  May  9,  the  case 
of  Till  v.  Havward  was  heard.  Two  summonses  under  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  were  taken  out  bv  Mr.  T.  Marson 
Till,  Secretary  of  the  British  Brush  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion, against  Mr.  E.  W.  Hayward,  205a  Pentonville  Road, 
London,  for  unlawfully  applying  a  false  trade  description  to 
certain  brushes,  and  for  unlawfully  selling  six  9-oz.  dis- 
temper brushes  to  which  a  false  trade  description  had  been 
applied.    According  to  Mr.  Kerly,  who  appeared  for  the 


complainant,  six  distemper  brushes   were  sold   as  being 
"  pure  bristle  "  and  marked  "  Pure  bristle,"  when  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  brushes  were  a  mixture  of  23  per  cent,  of 
horse  hair  with   hogs'   hair,   commonly  called  "bristle." 
Mosers,  Ltd.,  had  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Gas 
Light  and  Coke  Co.  for  these  brushes,  and  the  contract 
required  them    to  be    marked    "  Warranted    all  bristle." 
Messrs.  Mosers  obtained  the  brushes  from  the  defendant, 
and  after  delivering  them  to  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Co. 
that  company  complained  about  the  quality ;  in  consequence, 
Messrs.  Mosers  reported  the  matter  to  the  Brush  Associa- 
tion, and  this  action  resulted  after  a  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Till  and  Mr.  Hayward.    In  this  correspondence  the 
defendant  explained  that  the  brushes  that  he  had  supplied 
to  Mosers,  Ltd.,  he  had  to  buy  from  the  trade,  and  whetheu 
the  wrong  brushes  had  been  sent  in  mistake  or  mixed  up 
with  others  he  did  not  know.     Evidence  in  support  of  Mr. 
Kerly's  statement  was  given  by  Mr.  Leslie  Moser,  who  was 
cross-examined  by   Mr.   J.    D.    Cassels  on  behalf  of  the 
defendant.    The    witness   testified    that    "  pure    bristles  " 
means  "  all  bristles."    Mr.  G.  M.  Stimpson,  departmental 
manager  to  Mosers,  Ltd.,  corroborated  the  previous  witness's 
statements  in  regard  to  the  contract,  and  his  account  of  an 
interview  on  January  7  with  Mr.  Hayward  in  regard  to 
the  quality  of  the  brushes.    Other  witnesses  were  the  com- 
plainant (Mr.  Till),  who  gave  a  narrative  of  the  matter  up 
to  the  time  of  this  action;  Mr.  C.  H.  Watkins,  managing 
director  of  Hamilton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  brush  manufacturers, 
Clerkenwell   Road ;    Mr.    T.   A.   Holton,  of   the  firm  of 
F.   Foulger  &  Co.,  brush  manufacturers,  Borough  High 
Street  ;  Mr.  G.  Butterworth,  foreman  to  Messrs.  Hamilton 
&  Co.  at  their  Harrow  works ;  the  purpose  of  their  evidence 
being  to  show  that  the  implicated  brushes  were  not  all 
bristle.    Mr.    Cassels,  for  the  defendant,   stated  that  his 
defence  was  based  on  the  section  of  the  Act  which  says  that 
where  a  person  has  acted  innocently  that  is  a  good  defence, 
and  that  the  circumstances  in  the  present  case  had  arisen 
entirely   through    inadvertence.    The   defendant,    quite  a 
young 'man,  had  started  the  manufacture  of  brushes  of  this 
description  about  two  years  ago,  and  with  three  contract's 
on  his  hands  he  decided  that  he  would  cease  to  manufacture 
distemper  brushes  and  get  out  of  his  three  contracts,  but  he 
had  failed  to  be  released  of  the  one  that  he  had  with 
Messrs.  Mosers.    The  six  brushes  about  which  the  complaint 
was  made  were  part  of  a  consignment  which  he  had  pur- 
chased elsewhere,  and  which  were  delivered  at  his  place  and 
passed  on  by  him  without  seeing  them.    The  defendant  was 
sworn,  and  corroborated  his  counsel's  statements.    In  cross- 
examination  by  Mr.  Kerly,  and  in  reply  to  questions  by  the 
Magistrate,  he  stated  that  he  had  neither  got  the  contract 
with  the  man,  named  Lee,  from  whom  he  had  bought  the 
brushes,  nor  had  he  the  invoice.    Mr.  Kerly  intimated  that 
he  had  given  formal  notice  to  produce  the  invoice,  order, 
or  contract.    There  being  no  other  witnesses,  the  Magistrate 
remarked  to  Mr.  Kerly,  "  I  do  not  know  what  costs  you 
ask '  "  and  Mr.  Kerlv  suggested  25/.    The  Magistrate  re- 
marked, in  giving  judgment :  "  This  case  is  an  extremely 
clear  one.    It  is  admitted  that  there  is  23  per  cent  of  horse- 
hair in  these  brushes,  and  the  defendant  admits  having  sold 
them     He  says  that  he  did  not  know  anything  about  it,  and 
thought  they  were  all  right.    But  if  that  was  so,  I  cannot 
understand  'his  refusing,  when  asked  by  Mr.  Till,  to  give 
the  name  of  the  person  from  whom  he  had  bought  them  or 
his  not  producing  here  the  invoice  for  these  brushes,  which 
he  says  he  had  to  buy.    That  being  so,  it  absolutely  cuts 
away  the  whole  of  the  possible  defence  under  Sub-sections 
A,  B,  and  C  of  Section  2."    Mr.  Kerlv  having  intimated 
that,  conviction  on  one  summons  would   satisfy  him,  the 
Magistrate  said  he  would  fine  the  defendant  20?.  on  the 
summons  for  selling,  that  being  the  full  amount  for  a  first 
offence,  and  twenty  guineas  costs,  the  other  summons  being 
withdrawn. 


Shops  Act,  1912. 

Exhibition  of  Notices. 
At  Tunstall  (Staffs)  on  May  6,  Mr.  John  Henry  Land, 
chemist  and  druggist,  105  High  Street,  Tunstall,  was  fined 
10.?.  and  costs  on  each  of  two  summonses,  one  being  for 
failing  to  fix  and  specify  on  a  notice  in  the  prescribed' 
form  °the  day  on  which  his  assistants  would  not  be 
employed  after  1.30  p.m.,  and  the  other  for  failing  to 
exhibit  in  a  conspicuous  place  the  notice  required  in 
respect  to  the  employment  of  young  persons  under  the  age 
of  eighteen. 

Are  All  Medicines  "Urgent"  ? 
The   hearing  was  resumed  in  the  Edinburgh  Burgh 
Court,  before  Bailie  Chesser,  on  May  13,  of  the  charge 
against  George  G.  Davidson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ear? 
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Grey  Street,  for  having  failed  to  close  his  shop  on  the 
half-holiday,  March  19,  as  reported  in  the  C.  <b  D., 
"April  19,  index  folio  582.  There  was  now  added  a  second 
charge— viz.,  employing  his  assistant,  Duncan  McLaren, 
about  the  business  of  the  shop  at  20  Henderson  Eow  on 
each  weekday  of  the  week  ending  May  3  after  1.30  p.m. 
Mr.  Davidson  admitted  the  latter  offence,  and  explained 
that  Mr.  McLaren  was  very  anxious  to  get  to  football 
matches  on  Saturday  afternoons,  and  he  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  him  that  he  should  get  off  on  Tuesdays  from 
1.30  to  7.30  and  on  Saturdays  from  1.30  till  6,  so  that 
he  got  three  hours  more  by  that  arrangement  than  he 
would  have  got  if  he  had  had  the  whole  of  the  Tuesday 
afternoon.  He  knew  that  that  was  not  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Act,  but  it  was  done  for  the  benefit  of 
his  assistant.  As  to  the  offence  charged  in  respect  to 
March  19,  Mr.  Davidson  adhered  to  his  former  plea  of 
not  guilty. 

Evidence  for  the  prosecution  having  been  given,  Mr. 
Davidson,  who  conducted  his  own  defence,  elicited  from  an 
inspector-witness  that  he  did  not  ask  any  of  the  people 
who  visited  the  shop  if  they  had  been  refused.  In 
the  course  of  further  evidence,  the  Prosecutor  intimated 
that  he  would  drop  the  charges  so  far  as  the  afternoons 
were  concerned. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  McGlashan,  manager  of  the  Earl 
Grey  Street  business,  and  an  errand-boy  gave  evidence. 

Mr.  Davidson  said  he  had  called  an  expert  witness  to 
speak  to  the  urgency  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgi- 
cal appliances.  He  had  gone  to  the  expense  of  bringing 
the  witness  through  the  blindness  of  the  charge.  There 
was  no  evidence  to  show  what  was  supplied. 

Dr.  David  Burnett  then  deposed  that,  in  his  opinion,  all 
medicines  are  urgent.  He  thought  the  closing  of  chemists 
and  druggists'  shops  is  a  public  inconvenience,  a  menace 
■to  public  health,  and  a  hindrance  to  the  medical  profession, 
and  that  restrictions  should  be  removed  from  the  sale  of 
medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appliances. 

The  Magistrate  found  Mr.  Davidson  guilty,  and  6aid 
lie  could  not  accept  the  statement  that  all  medicines  are 
urgent,  and  it  had  not  been  proved  that  the  articles 
purchased  were  urgently  required. 

Mr.  Davidson  admitted  a  previous  conviction  for  a 
similar  offence,  and  a  fine  of  21.  was  imposed. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS. 

Alfred  Harry  Cartwright  (trading  as  Deans), 
104  Snargate  Street  and  52  Biggin  Street,  Dover,  Kent, 
•Chemist  and  Druggist.— The  following  are  creditors  :  Arthur 
Berliner  {521.) ;  Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.  (42/.)  ;  Bristow 
&  Co.,  Ltd.  (22/.)  ;  Bourne,  Johnson  &  Latimer  (17/.)  ;  Burge, 
Warren  &  Ridley  (11/.);  E.  E.  Jackson  (14/.);  Win.  Lane 
<11Z.);  Henry  C.  Quelch  &  Co.  (17/.);  Shirley  Bros.,  Ltd. 
(11/.);  W.  Sutton  &  Co.  (12/.);  Virol,  Ltd.  (157.);  Writrht, 
Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.  (44/.).  See  also  C.  <£•  D.,  April"  19 
and  May  10,  for  particulars  of  the  failure. 

Re  Cbarles  Edward  Peacock,  2  Homvood  Street, 
Hull,  described  as  a  Chemist.— The  creditors  of  this  debtor 
met  at  the  offices  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Acheson,  Official  Receiver, 
°n  . May  14.  The  statement  of  affairs  showed  gross  liabilities 
2,626/.  7s.  3(Z.  ;  liabilities  expected  to  rank  for  dividend 
11.  lis.  bd. ;  net  assets,  459/.  17s.  bd.  This  showed  a  surplus 
of  assets  over  liabilities  of  458/.  3s.  lid.  The  debtor  is  not 
insolvent,  and  the  order  was  made  on  the  petition  of  a 
creditor.  It  appeared  that  debtor's  father  had  been  in 
business  as  a  chemist  up  to  twenty  years  ago,  and  the  busi- 
ness had  been  carried  on  after  his  father's  death  for  some 
time  by  debtor  and  his  mother,  and  thirteen  years  ago  it  had 
been  sold.  The  creditors  are  the  mortgagees  of  property 
possessed  by  the  debtor.  Mr.  W.  G.  Hall  (Messrs.  Buckley 
&  Hall,  accountants.  Hull)  was  appointed  trustee,  with  a 
■committee  of  inspection.  The  public  examination  will  take 
place  on  June  2. 


If  Asparagus  is  extracted  with  ether  an  oil  is  obtained 
which  has  a  faint  smell  of  the  raw  shoot.  This  oil  contains 
sulphur.  It  is  probably  this  sulphur  constituent  which  gives 
the  well-known  peculiar  odour  to  the  kidney  excretion  after 
a  diet  of  asparagus,  and  not  the  other  principle  peculiar  to 
asparagus,  asparagin,  which  has  decidedly  diuretic  proper- 
ties and  occurs  in  the  tender  shoots  to  the  extent  of  about 
0.5  per  cent.- The  Lancet. 


DEED  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Thomas,  Ivor  Edward,  36  High  Street,  Merthyr 
Tydfil,  Chemist.— Trustee:  F.  A.  Phillips,  34  Victoria 
Street,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Dated,  May  3;  fded,  May  6. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  507/. ;  estimated  net  assets,  150/.  The 
creditors  include:  The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.  (39/.); 
Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.  (20/.)  ;  Burgoyne,  Bur- 
bidpfes  &  Co.  (9/.);  Meggeson  &  Co.  (4/.);  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.  (5/.);  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  (6/.) ;  S.  Maw,  Son  & 
Sons  (7/.)  ;  W.  Cooper  &  Nephews,  Berkhamsted  (3/.) ; 
Barnett's  Perfumery,  Ltd.,  Birmingham  (6/.)  ;  Southall 
Bros.  &  Barclay,  Birmingham  (5/.);  National  Drug  Co., 
Bristol  (3/.);  Schweppes,  Ltd.,  Cardiff  (6/.);  John  Richard- 
son &  Co.  (Leicester),  Ltd.  (15/.) ;  G.  L.  Thomas  Exors., 
Merthyr  (200/.). 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

New  English  Glass  Manufacturers,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital 
12,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  The  subscribers  are  A.  F.  Prince, 
Dudley,  and  S.  Pearson,  bottlo  manufacturer,  6  Charles 
Street,  West  Bromwich. 

Jesseh,  Ltd.  (P.C). —Capital  1,000/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
drysalters,  etc.  A.  H.  Jesser,  chemist,  Salisbury  House, 
London  Wall,  E.G.,  is  the  first  director. 

Reycar  Syndicate,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  100/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufac- 
turers, engineers,  electricians,  chemists,  drysalters,  etc. 
R.O.,  Broad  Street  House,  London,  E.C 

Commercial  Oxygen,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  from  the  Central  Oxygen 
Syndicate,  Ltd.,  and  C  Weston  the  benefit  of  certain  inven- 
tions.   R.O.,  1  Staple  Inn,  London,  W.C 

Midland  Acid  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  30,000/.,  m  il. 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  in  Pye  Bridge,  Derbyshire, 
and  elsewhero  the  business  of  makers  of  sulphuric  acid, 
manufacturing  chemists,  etc.  The  subscribers  are  F. 
Chambers  and  J.  G.  Metcalf. 

Wm.  Alfred  Jones,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  druggists, 
manufacturing  chemists,  confectioners,  patent-medicine 
vendors,  etc.  W.  A.  Jones  is  the  first  director.  R.O., 
18a  Renshaw  Street,  Liverpool. 

Russell  Oil  and  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital 
1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business 
carried  on  by  W.  Russell  at  35  Adams  Street,  Birmingham, 
and  elsewhere,  as  "  Russell  Brothers."  The  fir6t  directors 
are  W.  Russell  and  G.  F.  Elliott, 

Millwabd  &  Co.  (Drysalters),  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital 
30,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business 
carried  on  by  F.  T.  Reynolds  and  P.  Cryer  at  10  Greenwood 
Street,  Manchester,  as  "  Millward  &  Co."  Messrs.  Reynolds 
and  Cryer  are  the  subscribers  and  first  directors. 

G.  &  E.  Higginbottom,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  3,000/.,  in 11. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical 
manufacturers  and  drysalters,  etc.,  to  acquire  the  business 
carried  on  at  Salem  Mill,  New  Mills,  Derby,  and  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  Sarah  Higginbottom,  G.  Higginbottom, 
and  A.  Higginbottom. 


Company  News. 

Lecithin,  Ltd. — To  be  wound-up  voluntarily.  Liquidator, 
Mr.  G.  H.  B.  Dalman. 

"  Curacho,"  Ltd. — To  be  voluntarily  wound-up.  Liquida- 
tor, Mr.  C  Findon  Waters,  34  Fenchurch  Street,  London, 
E.G. 

Castner-Kellner  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd. — The  directors  have 
declared  an  interim  dividend  at  the  rate  of  18  per  cent,  per 
annum  for  the  six  months  ended  March  31,  1913. 

Wickwar  Chemical  Co. — In  voluntary  liquidation.  Meet- 
ing of  creditors  at  office  of  liquidator  (Mr.  H.  H.  Vowles), 
Parsonage  Street,  Dursley,  on  May  21,  at  2  p.m. 

United  Chemists'  Association,  Ltd. — The  following  have 
joined  the  directorate  of  this  company :  Messrs.  G.  W. 
Evans,  Hammersmith,  W. ;  G.  F.  Bushby,  Levenshulme, 
Manchester  ;  and  F.  Cherry,  Walton-on-Thames. 

Lever  Bros.,  Ltd. — Writing  to  us  on  May  10,  the 
Assistant  Secretary    informed   us  that   the   issue   by  the 
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company  of  1,000,000  6  per  cent,  cumulative  "  C  "  preference 
shares  of  11.  each  at  one  guinea  was  over-subscribed  for, 
and  letters  of  allotment  were  to  be  posted  in  a  day  or  two. 

Fuller's  Earth  Union,  Ltd. — The  trading  profit,  according 
to  the  annual  report,  has  increased  from  21,800/.  to  24,700/., 
but  various  increases  in  administration  expenses  have  pre- 
vented a  corresponding  gain  in  net  profit,  which  at  13,000/. 
is  only  600/.  to  the  good.  The  ordinary  shareholders  again 
receive  14  per  cent.,  and  2,800/.,  as  compared  with  2,700/.,  is 
added  to  reserve. 

Benger's  Food,  Ltd. — At  the  tenth  annual  general  meet- 
ing held  in  Manchester  on  May  8,  it  was  reported  that  the 
profit  for  the  year  was  53,259/.  Mr.  H.  W.  Kearns  (chair- 
man) said  they  had  paid  10  per  cent,  dividends  for  the  Dast 
ten  years,  and  put  aside  125,000/.  as  reserve.  The  growing 
business  needed  more  accommodation,  and  during  the  year 
steps  would  be  taken  to  purchase  suitable  premises  or  else 
to  buy  a  site  on  which  works  could  be  erected. 

Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year  ended 
March  31,  1913,  states  that  the  sales  of  the  company's  pro- 
ducts have  been  well  maintained  and  the  year's  trading  has 
proved  satisfactory.  The  balance  to  credit  of  profit-and- 
loss  account  after  charging  all  outgoings,  including  adver- 
tising, and  adding  the  amount  brought  forward  from  last 
account,  amounts  to  18,719/.  14.?.  From  this  sum  3,484/.  3s.  4cZ. 
has  been  paid  as  interim  dividend,  leaving,  after  payment 
of  income-tax  and  directors'  fees,  a  balance  of  13,162/.  4s.  Id. 
to  be  dealt  with.  The  directors  recommend  the  payment  of 
a  final  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  (making  with  the  interim 
dividend  already  paid  a  total  distribution  of  7j  per  cent, 
for  the  year),  to  place  2,000/.  to  reserve,  1,200/.  to  con- 
tingency account,  and  to  carry  forward  a  balance  of 
2,993/.  17s.  lid. 

W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  sixteenth  annual  general 
meeting  was  held  on  May  8  at  the  Institute  of  Chartered 
Accountants,  Moorgate  Street,  London,  E.C.,  Mr.  James  M. 
Bush  (chairman  and  managing  director)  presiding.  In 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts  (see  C.  &  D., 
May  10,  index  folio  709),  the  Chairman  congratulated  the 
company  on  having  passed  through  successfully  what  was  a 
dangerous  year.  He  also  alluded  to  the  advance  in  the 
prices  of  a  large  number  of  products — without  a  parallel  in 
the  memory  of  most  of  them.  This  condition  is  reflected  in 
their  accounts  in  the  large  increase  in  the  value  of  stock 
and  in  the  amount  of  book  debts.  The  cost  prices  of  many 
of  their  specialities  were  enhanced,  and  as  the  selling  prices 
of  these  are  fixed,  the  margin  of  profit  on  turnover  was 
reduced.  The  general  position,  however,  is  satisfactory, 
and  all  the  branches,  subsidiary  companies,  factories,  and 
departments  have  yielded  profits.  The  report  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notos  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Scott's  Drug  Co.  have  opened  in  Ordnance  Eoad, 
Enfield  Lock,  Middlesex. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Dell,  chemist  and  druggist,  163  King  Street, 
Hammersmith,  has  sold  his  business  to  Mr.  E.  W.  Letbe, 
pharmacist. 

Messrs.  Yannopoulos  Cassaris  et  Cie.  inform  us  that 
they  have  removed  their  offices  to  Eue  Mahmoud  Pacha 
el-Falaki  No.  12,  Alexandria,  Egypt. 

The  Handelsvereeniging  van  Dudok  de  Wit  &  Co. 
en  Matthes  &  Bormeester,  Amsterdam,  announce  that 
Mr.  H.  Gerth  has  been  authorised  to  sign  per  pro  con- 
jointly with  Mr.  C.  W.  Swertz  or  with  Mr.  F.  J.  A. 
van  der  Wouden. 


"  Coconut  "  and  "  Cocoanut." — Sir  Everard  im  Thurn,  in 
an  address  to  the  members  of  the  Royal  Horticultural 
Society  on  May  14,  said  it  had  been  noticed  that  in  the 
course  of  its  growth  the  nut  which  was  now  known  as  the 
coconut  was  similar  to  the  face  of  a  monkey,  and  so  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  word  "coco,"  meaning  a  grin  or 
grimace,  was  attached  to  it.    When  Dr.  Johnson  was  writing 

.  his  famous  Dictionary  he  had  an  article  on  the  "  coco  nut," 
but  a  careless  proof-reader  passed  a  mistake  in  the  spelling 
of  the  word,  the  compositor  having  inserted  an  "  a,"  and 

'the  word  appeared  as  "cocoanut."  This  spelling  of  the 
word  had  been  adhered  to  ever  since.  Of  later  years  the 
nuts  had  been  styled  "  kokernuts  "  and  "  kokers." 


BIRTHS. 


Bell.— At  88  Brocco  Bank,  Sheffield,  on  May  8,  the  wife- 
of  J.  Wooler  Bell  (representative  of  Messrs.  Ayrton, 
Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  of  a  daughter. 

Bowden. — At  89  Lower  Baggot  Street,  Dublin,  on> 
May  12,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Bowden,  Ph.C,  of  a,  daughter- 

King.— At  327  Lyham  Road,  Brixton  Hill,  S.W.,  on, 
May  4,  the  wife  of  Herbert  Henry  King,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  a  son. 


MARRIAGE, 


Hoyle — Duckworth. — At  Christ  Church,  Blackpool,, 
on  May  7,  Ethereld  Hoyle,  chemist  and  druggist,  26. 
Tyrrel  Street,  Bradford,  eldest  son  of  Councillor  Hoyle,. 
chemical  manufacturer,  Fields  House,  Haslingden,  to 
Ada,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Jas.  Duckworth,  of  Glen- 
dene,  Hornby  Road,  Blackpool. 


DEATHS. 


Booth. — At  the  Northampton  General  Hospital,  re- 
cently, Mr.  Henry  Herbert  Booth,  35  and  36  Market 
Place,  Olney.  Mr.  Booth,  who  sustained  an  injury  to  a. 
toe  some  months  ago,  succumbed  to  heart  failure  follow- 
ing amputation.  Mr.  Booth  served  his  apprenticeship 
at  an  Olney  pharmacy,  and  succeeded  to  the  business  on 
the  death  of  the  owner,  Miss  Annie  Wright,  who  be 
queathed  it  to  him  as  a  reward  for  faithful  service. 

Bryars. — At  Sheffield,  on  April  28,  Mr.  William. 
Hudson  Bryars,  chemist  and  druggist,  80  Attercliffe  Roadr 
Sheffield,  aged  sixty-three.    Mr.  Bryars  qualified  in  1871. 

Carlton. — At  East  Finchley,  London,  N.,  on  May  12,. 
Mr.  Thomas  Wokes  Carlton,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
sixty-two.  Mr.  Carlton  had  not  been  feeling  well  for 
some  days,  but  continued  to  attend  to  business  up  to  closing 
time  on  Saturday  evening.  On  Sunday  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  call  in  the  doctor,  and  Mr.  Carlton  passed  away 
on  Monday  about  10.30  p.m.,  the  immediate  cause  of  death 
being  heart  failure.  Mr.  Carlton  was  apprenticed  to  the 
late  Mr.  Milner  at  Hull  in  the  year  1867,  and  after  passing, 
the  Minor  examination  in  January  1873,  he  acted  as  assis- 
tant to  several  chemists  in  the  Eastern  counties  and  else- 
where, commencing  business  on  his  own  account  at  Thames. 
Street,  Kingston-on-Thames,  in  1879,  where  he  remained 
until  he  acquired  the  business  at  High  Road,  East  Finchley, 
from  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Saunders  in  1888.  Through  his 
tact  and  genial  personality,  Mr.  Carlton  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  good  business,  and  he  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  the  working-class  population  of  the  neighbourhood,  as- 
he  was  regarded  by  not  a  few  as  the  "poor  man's  friend 
and  doctor."  The  funeral  service,  conducted  by  the  Vicar 
(the  Rev.  A.  W.  Armistead),  took  place  at  All  Saints' 
Church,  Durham  Road,  East  Finchley,  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, May  15,  and  the  interment  was  at  Marylebone 
Cemetery. 

Cole.— At  114  High  Street,  Cowes,  I.W.,  on  May  6, 
Ada  Jane,  wife  of  Mr.  William  Cole,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  forty-two. 

Farnsworth. — After  a  long  illness,  on  May  2,  Mrs. 
Farnsworth,  wife  of  Mr.  Wm.  Farnsworth,  chemist  and* 
druggist,  High  Street,  South  Normanton,  Derbys,  aged 
sixty-six. 

Fox.— At  Brixton,  on  May  1,  Mr.  J.  Allen  Fox,  chemist, 
and  druggist,  aged  seventy-one. 

Gould.— On  April  20,  Mr.  William  E.  Gould,  chemist 
and  druggist,  2  Kingswood  Road,  Moseley,  Birmingham, 
aged  fifty-six. 
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Gbiht.- At  Sea  Eoad,  Galwav.  on  Mav  6.  Mr.  Nicholas 
<3realy,  LB.C.P...  L.E.C.S.  Ei:-..  L.A.H.  Dublin,  of  the 
Medical  Hall,  William  Street.  Dr.  Grealy  bad  been  in 
business  as  an  apothecary  for  forty  years,  and  for  thirty- 
seven  years  had  been,  apothecary  to  the  Galwav  work- 
house and  dispensary.  He  was  a  J.P.  for  co.  Galwav,  a 
director  of  the  Galwav  Woollen  Mills  and  the  Galwav 
<5as  Co.,  and  a  member  of  the  Harbour  Board.  The 
meeting  of  the  Gal  way  Board  of  Guardians  on  May  7  was 
adjourned  as  a  token  of  respect  to  an  old  official,  many 

Geiti  i i Hi. — On  May  12,  Mr.  Evan  Griffiths,  chemist 
id  druggist,  Union  Square,  St.  Cohnnb,  Cornwall.  Mr. 
riffiths  had  been  in  business  in  St.  Columb  for  nearly 
;iity  years.    He  was  a.  Freemason,  being  a  Past  Master 

HnrcHBOx. — At-  Noble's  Hospital,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man. 
■on  Mav  12,  Mr.  William  Huteheon.  chemist  and  drusrgist. 
of  W.  A.  Brearey  &  Son,  aged  fifty-seven.    Mr.  Huteheon". 

'the  Minor  examination  in  February  1820.      The  illness 

Matthews. — At  88  Goldhurst-  Terrace,  Hampstead. 
London,  N.W.,  on  April  25,  Mr.  William  Matthews, 

r  fetor  cf  Messrs.  Ecuse 


"  Hames- 


-dale,"  Horley,  Mr.  George  Mcrdaunt,  senior  partner  of 
Messrs,  Mordaunt  Bros,,  oil-seed  brokers,  1a  St.  Helen  s 
Place,  London,  E.G.  Mr.  Mordaunt  had  been  a  member 
ci  t^e  B;.:::  s~_tt:e  -lei. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 


Ms.  William  Raffle,  Ph.C,  "  Combe  Lea,"'  Westoe 
Village,  South  Shields,  who  died  on  February  4,  left  estate 

7d.,  of  which  the  net 

chemist    and  druggist, 

iraiiiii  iiwu.  j.  UICc.   ,  uuidoii,  S.E..  who  died  on 

March  17,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  3.6381.  It.  6d.,  of 
which  the  net  personalty  has  been  sworn  at  3.5537.  13*.  Id. 

Ms.  Atthu  McGzzg-ce.  retiree  caemift  ir.c  at.irrist. 
14  Bains  Terrace,  Ayr,  who  died  on  February  2'-.  left 
personal  estate  in  Idle  United  Kingdom  valued  at  17.3312. 
Probate  of  his  deed  of  settlement  has  been  granted  to  his 


lis.  Hesst  Metzi  WooDHorsE.  25  Court£eId  Road. 
*jOuth  Kersmgt.ir..  Lead':::.  5.W.,  Chairman  of  the  London 
Commercial  Sale  Rooms,  Ltd.,  senior  partner  of  Messrs. 
C.  M.  4  C.  Wcodhouse.  Colonial  brokers,  who  died  on 
March  i.  left  estate  c:  the  gross  value  c:  ^.477;.  E...  3d.,  of 


died  on  Sertemt'er  25,  left  estate  of  tiie  gross  value  of 
ItJEBL  2*.,  of  which  the  net  person  a!  tv  has  been  sworn  at 
5,7117.  7*.  3d.  Probate  of  his  will  has"  been  granted  to  his 
son,  Mr.  Leonard  Shields.  25  Eiler'c-  Street.  Fjiham,  5.W. 
the  s-cle  execut-tr. 


Ma.  Robert  Foebest.  chemist  and  druggist.  19  Frederick 
Street,  Sooth  Shields.  Durham,  who  died  on  March  17,  left 
estate  v allied  at  2.2167.  4*.  gross,  with  net  personalty 
1,3fltf.  13*.  10d_  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to 
UsMSon,  Mr.  Wm.  Forrest,  Newbottle.  medical  practitioner. 


•/  Trade  Journal. 
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Mr.  John"  Hagtte.  chemist  and  druggist,  18  High  Street, 
Lincoln,  has  been  nominated  to  fill  a  casual  vacancy  on 
the  Lincoln  City  Council. 

Me.  W.  S.  Tavebntlb,  chemist  and  druggist,  129  High 
Street,  Guildford,  has  been  elected  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Guildford  Chamber  of  Trade. 

Mb.  Waltee  Lloyd,  chemist.  12  Lammas  Street,  Carmar- 
then, has  been  appointed  a  Magistrate  for  the  borough. 
Mr.  Lloyd  was  formerly  a  Mayor  of  Carmarthen,  his 
native  place.  He  is  an  alderman,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  town  council. 

Me.  Leopold  Joseph,  chemist.  Albany  Eoad.  Cardiff, 
has  been  placed  on  the  Commission  of  Peace  for  the  city. 
Mr.  Joseph  is  on  the  board  of  management  of  the  King 
Edward  VII.  Hospital,  and  is  also  the  present  Chairman 
of  the  Cardiff  Jewish  Institute. 

Aldeeman"  H.  F.  Cook,  chemist,  New  Chesterton, 
Cambs,  while  stepping  off  a  'bus  at  the  corner  of  Carlyle 
Eoad.  Cambridge,  a  fortnight  ago,  slipped,  and  was 
dragged  some  distance  before  the  'bus  was  stooped.  He 
was  rather  seriously  injured,  but  is  making  fair  progress. 

Me.  W.  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist,  10  High  Street, 
Crediton.  as  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Crediton  Musical 
Society,  has  made  the  arrangements  for  the  production  of 
Handel's  "  Messiah  "  at  the  Crediton  Parish  Church  on 
May  21.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  oratorio  has  been 
produced  locally. 

Stb  H.  F.  Baetlett,  Commissioner  of  Inland  Revenue, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  adjustment  of  stamped 
medicine  administration,  following  upon  the  High  Court 
decisions  in  1905,  has  retired.  The  King  has  been 
pleased  to  approve  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  X.  F.  W. 
Fisher  to  succeed  him. 

Me.  T.  H.  B.  Long,  Ph.C.  F.E.G.S.,  and  Mr.  D.  O. 
McKinney,  Ph-C,  both  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome 
&  Co.,  were  passengers  by  the  P.  and  0.  s.s.  Maloja,  from 
Bombay,  on  April  18.  Our  Bombay  correspondent  informs 
us  that  Mr.  J.  L.  Holden  is  not  relinquishing  charge  of 
the  firm's  depot  in  that  city. 

Me.  Wai,teb  L.  Boijee.  export  manager  of  Bristol- 
Myers  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Brooklyn,  X.Y.,  has 
been  paying  a  short  visit  to  London,  and  sailed  by  the 
Oceanic  last  week  on  his  return  to  New  York.  Mr. 
Bomer  has  been  visiting  the  South  American  and 
European  markets  to  which  his  company  export  sal 
hepatica. 


Treatment  of  Obesity. 

Galisch  ["  Sent,  med.,"  Xo.  50,  and  '"'  B.M.J.  Epitome," 
1915,  61)  recommends  the  following  regime  in  cases  of 
obesity  : 

In  the  morning  the  patient  takes  a  cup  of  tea  with 
buttered  bread,  and  if  he  is  too  hungry  to  wait  for  luncheon 
he  takes  an  egg  with  a  small  piece  of  bread  and  butter  at 
ten  o'clock.  At  one  o'clock  the  meal  consists  of  meat, 
vegetables,  salad,  and  a  compote.  In  the  afternoon  he  takes 
coffee  with  a  little  biscuit  or  white  bread  and  butter.  In 
the  evening  he  gets  simply  a  small  piece  of  bread  and 
butter.  At  the  first  breakfast  and  the  midday  meal  the 
amount  taken  must  be  sufficient  for  the  patient  to  leave  the 
table  completely  satisfied.  For  the  first  two  or  three  days 
the  patient  feels  very  hungry  in  the  evening;  but  this 
quickly  passes  off.  and  he  soon  gets  into  the  habit  of  eating 
more  at  the  first  two  meals,  this  excess  of  alimentation  being 
counteracted  by  the  exercise  and  work  done  during  the  after- 
noon. The  regime  is  founded  on  the  idea  that  it  is  the  food 
taken  in  the  evening  and  followed  by  the  repose  of  night 
which  particularly  contributes  to  the  formation  of  adipose 
tissue,  and  also  on  the  fact  that  the  obese  generally  prefer 
their  evening  meal.  ATI  Galisch's  patients  who  have  under- 
gone the  treatment  have  lost  one  or  two  pounds  a  week. 
When  the  normal  weight  has  been  attained  some  increase 
may  be  allowed  in  the  evening  meal,  but  the  patients  should 
be  weighed  constantly,  and  if  there  is  any  relapse  they 
must  return  to  the  previous  diet. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  IRELAND. 

Council-meeting. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street  on  Wed- 
nesday, May  7,  Sir  W.  J.  Baxter,  D.L.,  J.P.  (Presi- 
dent), in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Dr.  Charles 
J.  B.  Dunlop,  Messrs.  G.  D.  Beggs  (Hon.  Treasurer), 
Thos.  Batt.,  R.  Blair,  J.  Burnett,  W.  Doig,  Jas.  Tate, 
and  W.  F.  Wells. 

Correspondence. 

Letters  were  received  from  Messrs.  Patrick  Burke, 
Stanislaus  Hession,  and  Robert  Harding  Peake  submitting 
certificates  of  other  bodies  and  desiring  Preliminary  regis- 
tration.   All  were  admitted  to  Preliminary  registration. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tate, 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  for  a  donation  from  the 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Council  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
of  a  copy  of  the  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Register. 

Election  of  Examiner. 

Mr.  Michie  proposed  the  re-election  of  Dr.  W.  V.  John- 
ston, M.P.S.I.,  as  an  Examiner  for  the  Practical  Phar- 
macy Division  of  the  Pharmaceutical  License  examination. 

Mr.  Batt  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Pharmaceutical  Licences. 

Mr.  Burnett  proposed  that  the  licences  of  the  candi- 
dates who  passed  the  examination  last  month  (see  C.  tfc  D., 
April  19,  index  folio  579)  should  be  sealed. 

Mr.  Blair  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimously 
passed. 

Reports  Adopted. 
Reports  were  received  from  the  following,  and  were 
adopted  :  The  Examiners,  upon  the  Preliminary,  Pharma- 
ceutical Licence,  and  Registered  Druggist  examinations ; 
the  Law  Committee;  the  House  Committee;  and  from 
the  Registrar  (Mr.  Ferrall)  regarding  the  deaths  of  Mr. 
Francis  Crawford  Large,  Ph.C,  Mr.  Wm.  Armstrong 
Maxwell,  Ph.C,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Malenoir  Thompson, 
Ph.C. 


Chemists'  Dental  Society. 

THE  annual  meeting  of  members  was  held  on  May  8  at 
the  Chemists'  Exhibition,  Holland  Park  Skating 
Rink,  London,  and  was  preceded  by  the  Council-meeting. 
The  President,  Mr.  J.  H.  Tasker  (Wandsworth),  was  in 
the  chair. 

Annual  Reports. 

Mr.  Benson  Harries  (Hon.  Secretary)  submitted  the 
annual  report  of  the  Council  : 

The  report  stated  that  Mr.  Harries,  who  took  on  the  duties 
of  Secretary  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Meakin  in  May  1912, 
has  sent  out  about  fifteen  hundred  communications,  includ- 
ing correspondence  with  inquirers,  dental  firms,  insurance 
companies,  the  National  Health  Insurance  Commissioners, 
and  the  National  Deposit  Friendly  Society.  Honorary  local 
secretaries  have  been  appointed.  The  death  of  Mr.  J.  O. 
Stringer,  the  first  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  was  referred  to. 
He  was  succeeded  in  that  office  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Roberts, 
Tavistock  Place,  London,  W.C.  Reference  was  then  made 
to  the  meetings  of  members,  Council,  and  Executive  that 
have  been  held  during  the  year.  Certificates  of  member- 
ship were  issued  in  September.  These  are  supplied  on 
application  to  the  Secretary  at  a  fee  of  2s.  6d.  The  Hon. 
Solicitor  has  dealt  with  several  matters  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  Secretary.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  adopt  a  scheme 
of  insurance  against  claims  for  accidents  or  mistakes  in 
dental  practice  by  members  of  the  Society.  The  increased 
subscript'on  of  11.  Is.  includes  the  insurance  premium.  A 
defence  fund  has  been  started,  in  view  of  future  attempts 
at  legislation  detrimental  to  the  members  of  the  Society. 
The  attitude  to  chemists  of  the  British  Dental  Association 
is  criticised,  as  also  a  draft  Bill  prepared  by  the  Incor- 
porated Dental  Society,  in  which  there  is  no  recognition  of 
the  position  of  dental  chemists.  In  regard  to  the  future 
work  of  the  Society,  special  paragraphs  are  devoted  to  the 
proposed  Dental  Benefit  which  may  bo  given  in  1915  under 


the  National  Insurance  Act  if  funds  permit.  The  recog- 
nition of  dental  chemists  is  one  of  the  aims  of  the  Council,, 
and  already  the  Secretary  has  interviewed  an  official  con- 
nected with  the  Welsh  Health  Insurance  Commissioners,  and 
has  been  in  communication  with  the  English  and  Scottish 
Commissioners. 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Nixon  (Hinckley),  seconded 
by  Mr.  Dickenson  (Mansfield),  the  annual  report  was 
received  and  adopted. 

The  Treasurer's  statement  was  also  received,  showing 
a  good  balance  in  hand,  and  of  this  501.  was  transferred' 
to  the  reserve  fund.  Messrs.  Payne  (Hitchin)  and  Wood 
(Waltham  Abbey)  were  appointed  auditors.  The  Insur- 
ance scheme  was  also  confirmed  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Templar  Malins  (Cardiff),  seconded  by  Mr.  Nixon. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  a  list  be  compiled  of  all  per- 
sons practising  dentistry,  in  which  the  assistance  of  local' 
secretaries  and  all  members  of  the  Society  would  be  asked. 

Notice  of  motion  was  given  by  Mr.  Nixon  as  to  ai 
revision  of  the  form  of  application  for  membership. 

Council  Election. 

The  following  members  were  elected  on  the  Council 
Mr.  E.  Brownbill  (Leeds),  President;  Mr.  Templar  Malins 
(Cardiff),  Vice-President;  Mr.  J.  W.  Roberts  (London) , 
Treasurer;  Messrs.  Lelland  (Ireland),  Nixon  (Hinckley),. 
Smith  (Ireland),  and  Patterson  (Leith).  Mr.  Benson 
Harries  (Newport)  was  re-elected  Secretary. 

Eighteen  new  members  were  enrolled. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Tasker,  the 
retiring  President,  to  the  Exhibition  authorities  for  the 
use  of  the  meeting-room,  and  to  the  Western  Dental  Co. 
for  providing  dental  demonstrations. 

The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  September  during  the- 
Dental  Exhibition  week. 


TRADE  NOTES. 


Garantol  is  the  name  of  an  egg-preservative  which 
chemists  should  look  into,  especially  as  this  is  the  egg- 
preserving  season  at  home.  The  Home  Yeast  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Paul's  Street,  Leeds,  are  the  6ole  agents  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  they  offer  to  send  sample  and  prices 
to  our  subscribers  on  application. 

Chemists'  Carrier-cycle  Competition. — Messrs.  Arthur 
H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Brighton,  inform  us  that  the  number 
of  pills  in  the  vase  shown  at  the  Chemists'  Exhibition  last 
week  was  13,951.  The  nearest  guess  handed  in  at  their  stand 
by  a  practising  pharmacist  was  13,749,  this  being  by  Mr. 
Charles  Flint,  Ph.C,  269  Brownhill  Road,  Catford,  who 
gets  the  cycle.  The  four  consolation  prizes  of  a  guinea 
parcel  of  toilet  preparations  have  been  awarded  to  :  Mr. 
S.  Briggs,  197  Hoxton  Street,  London,  W. ;  Mr.  John 
Brown,  5  High  Street,  Berwick-on-Tweed ;  Mr.  E.  Watson, 
100  Mitcham  Road,  Tooting;  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Warne, 
92  High  Street,  Ventnor. 

Patents  List. — The  new  edition  of  the  catalogue  of 
Messrs.  W.  Edwards  &  Son,  157  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
London,  E.C,  has  been  published  this  week.  It  is  a  net 
price-list  divided  into  two  parts.  Part  I.  deals  with 
British  and  foreign  proprietary  medicines  and  toilet 
articles,  and  Part  II.  with  druggists'  sundries,  this  part 
being  printed  on  tinted  paper  to  facilitate  reference.  A 
feature  of  the  list  of  patent  medicines  is  that  proprie- 
taries the  price  of  which  is  protected  under  the  P.A.T.A. 
or  the  makers'  own  system  are  printed  in  blacker  type, 
with  the  minimum  retail  and  the  wholesale  prices  clearly 
indicated — a  method  which  will  be  appreciated  by  those 
who  use  the  list.  In  the  second  part  there  are  numerous 
illustrations  of  druggists'  sundries,  and  attached  are 
shorter  lists  of  counter  adjuncts  and  photographic 
materials.  The  size  of  the  list  is  such  that  it  is  a 
convenient  one  for  reference  purposes  in  the  pharmacy. 

Erasmic  Bath  Tablets. — The  Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd., 
Warrington,  are  offering  chemists  exceptionally  good 
value  in  large  circular  tablets  of  soap  for  use  in  the  bath. 
The  soap  basis  is  neutral  and  dried  to  the  practical 
limit,  so  that  a  durable  tablet  is  the  result.    We  find 
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that  a  little  of  it  gives  a  sufficient  lather  with  London 
water,  which  is  proverbially  hard.  The  soaps  are  ex- 
quisitely perfumed,  the  compounds  used  being  the  pro- 
duction of  M.  Vivaudou,  the  company's  French  per- 
fumer, and  he  has  succeeded  admirably  in  reproducing 
such  odours  as  sweet  pea,  wallflower,  carnation,  and  peau 
d'Espagne.  The  last-named  is  very  attractive,  and  this 
soap  is  put  up  in  brown  boxes  of  six  cakes,  while  there 
are  also  half-dozen  boxes  assorted,  containing,  for 
example,  rose,  carnation,  sweet  pea,  wallflower,  old  brown 
Windsor,  and  eau  de  Cologne.  A  price-list  of  the  soaps 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd.,  Warrington, 
on  application. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thursday, 
May  1,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  President  (Professor  W.  H.  Perkin) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  announced  with  regret  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  Society  through  the  death  of  Mr.  John 
Hunter,  who  was  elected  in  1883.  He  also  stated  that  the 
Van  't  Hoff  Memorial  lecture  would  be  delivered  by  Pro- 
fessor James  Walker,  of  Edinburgh,  on  May  22.  The  first 
paper  of  the  evening  was  on  the 

BlSHUMINITEITES, 

by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Ball  and  H.  H.  Abram,  who  have  found 
that  compounds  are  formed  between  the  alkali  nitrites  and 
bismuth  nitrite  of  the  types  X3Bi(N02)6  and  XsYBi(NO=)„, 
where  X  may  be  (NH,),  K,  Rb,  Cs,  Tl,  or  an  alkaloid,  and 
Y  may  be  Li,  Na,  or  Ag.  In  no  case  has  there  been  obtained 
a  compound  containing  either  two  metals  belonging  to  the 
Xor  the  Y  groups.  This  series  of  compounds  is  very  similar 
to  the  cobaltinitrites,  since  in  the  familiar  test  for  potas- 
sium by  means  of  a  solution  of  sodium  cobaltinitrite  the 
precipitate  is  not  a  pure  potassium  salt,  but  a  double  salt 
containing  sodium.  The  presence  of  traces  of  sodium  in 
potassium  nitrite  is  readily  detected  by  mixing  a  6trong 
solution  of  potassium  nitrite  with  bismuth  nitrate  and  then 
adding  a  solution  of  csesium  nitrate.  If  any  sodium  be 
present  a  precipitate  is  produced  at  once. 

All  the  salts  possible  from  a  combination  of  the  elements 
enumerated  above  have  been  prepared  in  a  solid  state,  with 
the  exception  of  the  ammonium  salt,  and  the  failure  in  this 
case  is  probably  connected  with  the  instability  of  ammonium 
nitrite.  The  general  method  employed  in  this  preparation  is  to 
add  bismuth  nitrate  to  a  concentrated  solution  of  potassium 
or  other  nitrite,  when  a  precipitate  is  produced.  The  alkali 
nitrite  solution  must  contain  at  least  "60  per  cent,  of  solid, 
or  precipitation  of  the  soluble  double  salt  does  not  take 
place.  With  sa'ts  containing  two  metals  the  solution  of  the 
nitrite  of  the  second  metal  is  added  to  the  mixed  solution 
of  potassium  nitrite  and  bismuth  nitrate.  Two  anomalies 
are  found  in  the  composition  of  the  csesium  and  lithium  salts. 
With  csesium  a  compound  of  the  formula  Cs3Bi(N0  )s.Bi(NO  )3 
■is  obtained,  while  lithium  yields  a  body  havin?  the  com- 
position Tl3Bi(N02)«  T!(NO  )H  0.  The  compounds  with  the 
alkaloids  have  a  normal  composition.  All  these  salts,  are 
readily  hydrolysed  by  water,  hence  they  can  only  be  formed 
in  strong  solutions.  The  simple  bismuthinitrites  are  all 
crystalline,  coming  down  as  hexagonal  plates,  while  the 
double  salts  are  octahedral.  The  silver  salts  are  rather 
insoluble,  and  are  the  easiost  to  purifv  on  this  account. 
Most  of  them  are  either  yellow  or  oran<re  in  colour,  but  the 
lithium  and  thallium  show  a  marked  difference,  bemg  brown 
compounds.  If  to  a  solution  containing  sodium  nitrite,  bis- 
muth nitrate,  and  any  of  the  "  X "  metals  as  nitrites,  a 
salt  of  n;ekel  be  added,  compounds  are  obtained  containing 
this  metal.  Thus,  with  potassium  and  rubidium,  bodies 
having  the  following  compositions  have  been    obtained : 

NiK4  2{  Bi(N02)6  }  ,  and  NiRb,  3  {Bi(NO  )-.'  . 

The  next  paper  was  by  Messrs.  M.  O  Forster  and  D. 
Cardwell  on  the  "Constitution  of  Aliphatic  Diazo  Com- 
pounds." The  bulk  of  the  evidence  in  this  paper  sroes  to 
support  the  formula  suggested  by  Thiele  for  diazo-ptbane-- 
namely,  CH. :  N|  N— rather  than  the  older  representation, 

CH2<f  • 

An  interesting  paper  was  next  read  on  the  "Influence  of 
Temperature  and  Pressure  on  the 

Volatiiisation  of  Zinc  and  Cadmium," 
by  Messrs.  T.  K.  Blair  and  T.  Turner.    This  work  arose  out 
of  an  attempt  to  separate  zinc  from  its  alloys  by  distillation 


in  vacuo.  On  the  large  scale  it  is  impossible  to  get  a 
perfect  vacuum,  and  it  was  found  that  a  temperature  higher 
by  about  200°  C.  was  necessary  than  had  been  anticipated. 
The  actual  rate  of  vaporisation  of  zinc  wa6  then  determined, 
using  an  electric  furnace  and  heating  a  definite  weight  of 
zinc  for  a  definite  time,  then  weighing  the  metal  left  un- 
vaporised.  It  was  found  that  a  certain  definite  tempera- 
ture was  necessary  before  any  appreciable  volatilisation 
took  place.  This  point,  which  they  term  the  initial  point, 
is  the  temperature  at  which  10  per  cent,  of  the  metal  is 
volatilised  in  thirty  minutes  under  a  pressure  of  1  mm. 
of  merci^y.  If  now  a  small  amount  of  air  be  admitted  into 
the  tube  so  that  the  pressure  rises  above  1  mm.,  they  found 
that  a  higher  temperature  was  required  to  reach  the  initial 
point.  When,  however,  working  in  a  vacuum  the  initial 
point  has  been  attained,  it  was  found  that  the  volatilisation- 
rate  was  strictly  proportional  to  the  temperature,  1°  C.  pro- 
ducing about  1  per  cent,  rise  in  the  rate.  With  a  slight 
pressure  in  the  tube  the  rate  of  increase  remained  the 
same,  60  the  curves  for  the  rate  of  volatilisation  at  different 
pressures  are  all  straight  lines  after  the  initial  point  has 
been  reached,  and  they  are  all  parallel.  Thus  pressure  has 
no  effect  on  the  rate  of  volatilisation,  and  merely  raises  the 
temperature  of  the  initial  point.  With  cadmium  the  results 
are  similar,  but  the  curves  are  not  paraTel  to  those  for 
zinc.  The  effect  of  pressure  on  the  initial  point  is  greatest 
at  low  pressures;  that  is,  starting  with  a  pressure  of  1  mm., 
on  increasing  by  1  mm.  the  initial  noint  is  raised  by  a 
greater  amount  than  it  is  by  a  similar  increase  at,  say. 
70  mm.  Thus  they  conclude  that  the  rate  of  volatilisation 
of  these  two  metals  is  unaffected  by  pressure  after  the 
attainment  of  the  point  at  which  visible  vaporisation  takes 
place. 

Two  other  papers  were  read — one  by  Messrs.  T.  I.  Nolan 
and  S  Smiles,  on  "  Dinaphthathioxine  and  Iso-dinaphtha- 
thioxine  "  ;  and  the  other  by  Messrs.  M.  O.  Forster  and 
M.  F.  Barker,  on  the  "Constitution  of  the  Furoxans." 


COMING  EVENTS. 

This  section  of  the  "C.  &  D."  is  reserved  for  advance  notices  of 
meetings  or  other  events.  These  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor 
by  Wednesday  of  the  week  befoie  the  c-.eetingrs,  etc.,  occur. 


Tuesday,  May  20. 

Association  of  Women  Pharmacists,  Gordon  Hall,  Gordon 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Discussion  on  method 
of  electing  officers. 

Wednesday,  May  21. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,   17  Bloomsbury 

Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  12  midday.  Annual  meeting. 
Poyal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  London,. 

W.,  at  8  P.M.    Exhibition  of  aquatic  life. 
Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  Grand  Central  Hotel,  at  8  p.m. 

Annual  meeting  and  election  of  officers. 

Thursday,  May  22. 
North     London    Pharmacists'     Association,  Northampton. 

House,  St.   Paul's  Road,  Highbury,  N.,  at  3.30  p.m. 

Annual  meeting. 
Lincoln    (Lindscy)    County    Pharmacists'    Association,  The 

Coffee  Palace,  High  Street,  Lincoln,  at  4  p.m.  General 

meeting. 

Fridav,  May  23. 

Poyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, London,  W.,  at  9  P.M.  Professor  Silvanus  P. 
Thompson  on  "  The  Secret  of  the  Permanent  Magnet." 


Fairchilti  Scholarship  and  Prizes. — The  Secretary  to  the  ' 
Trustees  (Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  64-65  Holhorn  Viaduct,  London. 
E.C.)  intimates  that  the  last  day  for  receiving  applications 
for  the  1913  examination  will  be  Monday,  June  2.  Intend- 
ing candidates  are  requested  to  get  forms  of  application 
from  Mr.  Holden  without  delay,  so  that  they  may  not  be 
excluded  through  lack  of  any  formality. 


Kiesei.guhr  Deposits. — A  concession  for  the  working  cf 
kieselguhr  deposits  at  Nessa,  in  Aardal,  near  Stavanger, 
has  recently  been  granted  to  an  Englishman. 

The  Acting  British  Consul  at  Reunion  reports  that, 
owing  to  a  disastrous  cyclone  which  visited  the  island  on 
March  4  and  5.  the  geranium,  vetivert,  and  ylang-yla.ng 
crops,  among  others,  have  been  practically  destroyed.  The 
disaster  was  aggravated  by  floods  caused  bv  the  heavy  rains, 
which  fell  continuously  for  nearly  six  weeks  prior  to  the 
cyclone. 
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Temperatures  under  this  heading-  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Mate.— A.  Capelli,  in  examining  the  alkaloids  contained 
in  mate,  has  been  able  to  separate  only  caffeine,  although 
the  statement  has  been  recently  made  that  caffeine  is  present 
only  in  traces,  the  principal  alkaloid  being  matteine. 

Alkaloids  of  nelpbinium  Ajacis.—  Keller  and  Volker 
("Arch,  der  Pharm.,"  1913,  251,  207)  have  examined  the 
basic  constituents  of  the  seeds  of  Delphinium  Ajacis.  They 
find  several  alkaloids  present,  of  which  two  were  obtained 
in  the  crystalline  condition.  Ajacine,  Ci5H2,NO,+H20 
crystallises  in  email  needles  melting  at  142°-143°.  It  forms 
soluble  salts,  both  basic  and  neutral.  It  is  a  tertiary  base 
containing  three  methoxy  groups.  Ajaconine  crystallises 
without  water,  and  probably  has  the  formula  G7H29NO 
It  forms  soluble,  easily  crystallisable  salts.  No  methoxy 
groups  are  present,  but  at  least  one  hydroxy  group  is  in 
the  molecule.    It  is  probably  a  secondary  base. 

A  Hew  Rhubarb — Tschirch  and  Ruszkowski  ("  Arch. 
Pharm.,"  1913,  135)  have  examined  a  new  rhubarb,  grown 
in  the  Altai  district.  They  find  it  to  contain  (1)  the  gluco- 
side  rhaponticin,  which  on  hydrolysis  yields  cZ-glucose  and 
rhapontogenin ;  (2)  a  chrysophanic  acid,  containing  methoxy 
groups,  melting  at  175°,  which  is  decomposed  into  chryso- 
phanol,  and  emodin  monomethyl  ether ;  (3)  emodin,  melt- 
ing at  250° ;  (4)  two  groups  of  glucosides,  of  the  tannin 
and  anthraquinone  series ;  (5)  dextro-glucose.  The  test 
method  of  valuing  the  rhubarb  is  as  follows:  0.5  gram  of 
finely  powdered  root  is  warmed  with  5  per  cent,  sulphuric 
acid  ;  the  mixture,  when  cool  and  without  filtration,  is  ex- 
tracted in  a,  separator  several  times  with  ether.  The 
ethereal  solutions  are  shaken  with  5  ner  cent,  potash  solu- 
tion until  the  ether  is  colourless.  The  alkaline  liquid  is 
made  up  to  500  c.c.,'  and  the  colour  compared  with  a  solu- 
tion of  1  milligram  of  emodin  in  1,000  c.c.  of  dilute  potash. 
The  anthraquinone-value  was  found  to  be  3.2  per  cent. 

"  Pochote."  —  Sefior  Lomanitz  describes  ("Jour.  Ind. 
Eng.  Chem.")  Mexican  "pochote,"  which  is  referred  to 
Oaiba  ocddentalis  or  Ceiba  cesculi folia.  It  grows  to  a  height 
of  5  ft.  or  6  ft.  under  conditions  of  climate  and  soil  similar  to 
those  required  by  cotton  and  sugar-cane.  The  seeds  yield 
a  semi-drying  oil,  which  has  long  been  used  by  the  Indians 
for  medicinal  purposes,  but  the  plant  is  now  being  culti- 
vated for  the  production  of  oil  to  be  used  in  industry  as  a 
substitute  for  cottonseed  oil.  The  plants  last  five  or  six 
years,  and  can  then  be  renewed  by  taking  cuttings.  The 
German  Colonial  Economic  Committee  has  recently  dis- 
tributed seed  of  this  plant  to  the  German  colonies  for  trial 
as  a  "  kapok  "  plant,  since  the  seeds  are  covered  with 
silky  hairs,  which  may  serve  as  a  kapok  substitute.  The 
plant  would  seem  to  have  distinct  economic  possibilities, 
since  it  should  give  a  yield  of  "  floss"  much  quicker  than 
true  kapok  trees,  while,  like  the  latter,  the  seeds  can  be 
employed  as  an  oil-seed. 

^  Essentia]  Oil  of  Celery.  -  Semmler  and  Risse 
("  Berichtc,"  45,  3725)  have  shown  that  the  sesquiterpene  of 
celery  oil,  to  which  the  name  selinene  has  been  applied, 
forms  a  dihydrochloride,  which  on  elimination  of  the  hydro- 
chloric acid  in  the  usual  manner  yields  a  sesquiterpene 
which  is  not  quite  identical  with  the  original  selinene.  They 
assign  the  name  ^-/3-selinene  to  original  selinene,  and  ortho- 
a-selinene  to  the  regenerated  sesquiterpene.  The  characters 
of  the  two  bodies  are  as  follows  : 

Original  Regenerated 

Sp.  gr.  at  20°    0.9190  0.9190 

Refractive  index   1.5092  1.5092 

Specific  rotation   +61°  30/  slightly  higher 

Boiling-point  at  11  mm.  128°-132°  128°-132° 
The  natural  hydrocarbon  yields  a  large  amount  of  a  diketone 
on  oxidation  with  ozone,  whereas  the  regenerated  sesquiter- 
pene yields  principally  a  complex  acid.  It  is  probable 
that,  during  the  elimination  of  the  hydrochloric  acid  a 
double  linkage  in  a  side  chain  is  displaced  into  one  of  the 
rings — the  sesquiterpene  being  a  bicyclic  compound. 

Cascara  Sagrrada.-Mr.  W.  J.  Bean  ("  Kew  Bulletin," 
1913,  No.  3,  p.  123)  states  that  reports  on  germination  of 
American  seeds  of  JRhamnus  Purshiana  distributed  from 
Kew  to  about  twenty  establishments  in  the  British  Isles 
do  not  show  that  they  possessed  a  high  germinating  power, 
the  most  successful  results  showing  that  not  more  than  35  per 
cent,  were  fertile.  The  best  results,  both  as  to  germination 
and  growth,  were  obtained  by  Mr.  Collis  Sandes  at  Tralee 
in  Ireland,  plants  raised  by  1908  seed  being  now  9  ft.  high 
and  6  in.  in  girth  of  stem.  The  tree  is  also  succeeding  well 
in  the  south-west  of  Scotland  with  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and 
at  the  Edinburgh  Botanic  Garden.  Sir  Herbert's  trees  show 
that  in  favourable  conditions  berries  may  be  borne  on  trees 


five  or  six  years  old.  The  plant  seems  to  prefer  a  light 
soil,  and  there  is  little  doubt  of  its  hardiness.  It  is  pointed 
out  that  at  the  present  prices  it  scarcely  seems  likely  that 
cascara  sagrada  would  prove  a  paying  crop.  The  bark  of  the 
tree  grown  at  Kew  was  difficult  to  peel ;  in  fact,  was  scraped 
or  cut  off  rather  than  peeled ;  but  this  was  done  in  February, 
instead  of  during  the  period  of  greatest  flow  of  the  sap 
(May  to  June),  as  in  America.  The  author  suggests  that 
as  it  is  evident  that  the  natural  supplies  must  fail  within  a 
limited  time,  some  method  of  utilising  one  or  two  year  old 
shoots,  leaving  the  tree  as  a  whole  uninjured,  might  sim 
plify  the  problem  of  cultivation. 


Postal  Address : 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries  :  —   

74/3.    "  Tokio  "  toilet  paper. 
74/801.    Anderson's  skin  soap. 
74/500.    "  Smobaza  "  :  supply. 
74/800.    Dr.  Bett's  tooth-brushes. 
69/50.    "  Kelenzo  Co."  :  address. 
69/48.    "  Instant  Postum  "  :  supply. 
74/2.    "  Capillitia  "  :  makers  or  agents. 
74/74.    Hebart's  floating  wicks  :  supply. 
75/2.    "  Neodora  "  specialities:  suppliers. 
75/1.    "  Pamona  "  bath  crystals  :  makers. 
75/100.    Calvert's  sweating  essence  for  horses. 
75/34.    Jullian's  suspensory  bandages:  makers. 
71/52.    "  Glyco-bacto  "  or  "  Glyco-lacto  "  :  supply. 
76/53.    "Automatic  Wonder"  camera:   makers  or  sup- 
pliers. 

75/22.  Square  leather  travelling  cases  containing  four 
small  stoppered  bottles. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Antikito  cream,  75/9 
Besnard's  sprayers,  71/9 
Brass  labels  (for  soldering 

tins),  69/32 
Budden's   balsam   of  hore- 

hound,  74/14 
Cactina  pillets,  68/63 
Colgate's  soaps,  71/51 
Cream  of  tartar  (export  to 

Sweden),  74/6 
Crosby's     balsamic  cough 

elixir,  74/140 
Duplicate  receipt-books, 

72/71 
Enzymol,  74/10 
Foster's    backache  kidney 

pills,  75/10 
Friedmann's  consumption- 
cure  (South  Africa),  74/28 
Glass  capsules  (empty),  75/3 
Glass  drawer-knobs,  makers, 

74/74 

Kauffman's  sulphur  bitters 
(London  agents),  75/9 

Kill-nit  ointment,  69/48 

Kresophen,  75/53 

Liq.  Delphinin  (Herme's), 
71/55 

Mintol  tooth-powder,  74/44 
Dr.       Munroe's  hygienic 

feeders,  72/62 
"  Mythol  "  tooth-paste, 
69/481 
sn,  74/7 


"  National  "  suspensory 

bandages,  71/70 
Naviculine     (for  Persia), 

75/11 

Nickelled  bathroom  fittings, 
75/4 

Pharmacists'  Mutual  Supply 

Association,  73/27 
Powder-dividers,  74/55 
Pyridine,  crude,  71/9 
"  Radiant,"    for  washing, 

73/15 

Raydex  photographic  sup- 
plies, 73/270 

Rexall  remedies,  71/54 

Schweinfurt  green  (for  Hol- 
land), 74/12 

Sedway's  "  Trovatola," 
69/480 

Slugene,  74/8 

Smith's  tooth-cream,  73/50 
Smobaza  (trade-mark),  74/5 
Sphagnol  soap,  70/33 
"  Tritonique  "  hair-tonic, 
73/13  _ 

University  Brown  Windsor 
soap,  74/13 

Uranium  salts  (Bavarian 
inquiry),  75/12 

Veterinary  serums,  74/57 

Waldo  sterilised  tooth- 
brush, 71/61 

Young's  patent  galvanised 
bins,  71/37 


Index    Folio  752 


May  17,  1913 


THE  CHEMIST   AND  DEUGGIST 


47 


OBSERVATIONS   AND  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Part-time  Apprentice  Scheme 

proposed  at  Leicester 
appears  to  be  exceedingly  valuable,  and  great  credit  is 
due  to  the  brain  that  originated  the  idea.  Since  the 
demand  for  assistants  for  carrying  out  the  dispensing 
under  the  Insurance  Act  has  so  increased,  with  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  salaries,  there  is  likely  to  be  a  larger 
supply  of  available  material  for  apprentices,  and  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  facilities  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  proper  education  of  these  lads.  In  the 
past  many  of  us  had  two  great  failures  in  our  treatment 
of  apprentices.  We  regarded  their  preliminary  education 
as  complete  when  they  left  school  and  did  nothing  to 
ensure  its  continuance,  while  we  have  also  forgotten  that 
recreation  is  even  more  essential  than  hard  work  for  a 
boy's  development  all  round.  These  faults  in  our  train- 
ing are  being  cured,  the  Shops  Act  tending  to  im- 
prove conditions  in  one  direction,  while  plans  such  as 
that  proposed  at  Leicester  of  organised  half-time  for  two 
years  will  be  of  great  service  in  the  other.  Every  city 
and  town  can  work  out  its  own  salvation  in  this  matter, 
and,  indeed,  must  do  so;  for  it  is  hopeless  to  look  to 
the  Board  of  Education  to  provide  a  code  that  will  include 
all  we  need  or  want.  I  would  therefore  strongly  urge 
the  immediate  consideration  by  the  Associations  of  some 
such  plan  as  that  outlined,  so  that  by  next  session  it 
may  be  got  into  working  order. 

The  Annual  Report 

of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  furnishes  additional  evidence  of  the  necessity  for 
some  such  scheme  as  that  of  Leicester  to  attract  young 
men  to  the  business.  During  1912  fewer  than  400  candi- 
dates succeeded  in  qualifying,  and  since  there  is  an 
annual  loss  by  death  and  other  causes  of  something  like 
400  a  year,  it  is  clear  that  we  are  no  more  than  main- 
taining our  ground,  and  that  we  have  neither  recruits 
coming  forward  nor  a  reserve  to  fail  back  upon  to  fill 
the  vacancies  opening  up  under  the  new  conditions.  It  is 
amusing  to  see  how  consistently  the  Government  Visitor 
pats  the  examiners  on  the  back  and  lauds  the  examina- 
tion. Since  everything  is  for  the  best,  I  suppose  that 
our  system  is  perfect.  The  next  step  will  be  the  formula- 
tion of  the  proposed  assistants'  qualification;  but  since 
"pharmacists  need  not  be  unduly  apprehensive"  of  the 
tenour  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  In- 
surance Dispensing,  it  is  just  possible  that  the  Council 
are  waiting  to  see  "how  the  cat  jumps"  before  making 
a  move  in  the  direction  of  a  new  examination. 

To  Criticise  the  English 

of  the  Report  may  seem  cruel. 
Cobbett,  in  his  "  English  Grammar,"  draws  largely  upon 
the  King's  Speeches  in  Parliament  for  examples  of  the 
eiTors  against  which  he  warns  his  son,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  that  any  composition  in  which  half  a  score  of 
heads  have  collaborated  can  be  other  than  bad.  It  would 
be  absurd  to  look  there  f  or  elegance ;  directness,  sim- 
plicity, lucidity  are  not  to  be  expected.  In  writing,  it 
is  especially  true  that  too  much  is  seldom  enough ;  the 
attempt  to  express  every  different  shade  of  opinion,  to 
include  everything  without  over-stating  anything,  to  be 
exact  and  yet  general,  emphatic  and  yet  conciliatory,  ends 
usually  in  saying  little  distinctly  and  nothing  well.  We 
must  not,  then,  be  hard  upon  the  gentlemen  who  drew 
up  this  Report,  or  upon  the  scribe  who  embodied  in  it 
their  collective  wisdom.  In  the  paragraphs  dealing  with 
examinations  and  legal  business  they  have  indeed  done  very 
well,  but  when  they  leave  the  solid  ground  of  figures  and 
embark  upon  the  troubled  waters  of  historical  disquisition 

Their  Style 

suffers  a  sea-change  into  something  strange,  if 
not  rich.  Look  particularly  at  the  section  headed  in  your 
summary  "Parliamentary."  Was  there  ever  a  more  con- 
fused, lumbering,  roundabout  statement  of  a  plain  case  ? 


The  rule  seems  to  have  been  never  to  use  a  short  word 
when  a  long  one  could  be  found,  and  never  to  go  straight 
to  the  mark  when  it  was  possible  to  fetch  a  compass. 

"  Traders  and  others  who  did  not  [qy.  do  not]  possess 
the  requisite  qualification  to  permit  of  their  inclusion." 

"  A  Committee  of  Inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating the  conditions  under  which  medicines  had  been 
supplied  .  .  .  and  whether  those  conditions,  considered  in 
connection  with  a  speedy  and  adequate  supply." 

"  A  serious  attempt  was  being  made  to  utilise  the  Insur- 
ance 4-ct  to  accord  legal  recognition  to  a  class  "  [cf.  "  to 
accord  very  valuable  assistance  "  in  previous  paragraph]. 

"  Pharmacists  need  not  be  unduly  apprehensive  "  [a  little 
apprehension  is  apparently  due  from  us,  in  spite  of  what  the 
Council  has  done]. 

These  are  some  of  the  phrases  to  which  exception  must 
be  taken.  They  show  the  way  in  which  one  emphatically 
ought  not  to  write,  and  my  italics  are  scarcely  needed  to 
point  out  their  infelicities. 

The  Difficulties 

that  beset  the  path  of  the  pharmacist  who 
executes  the  simplest  order  for  medicine  without  a 
doctor's  prescription  were  only  partially  shown  in  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Thomas  at  Stoke-on-Trent.  He  put  his  own 
difficulty  well,  and  the  Recorder  (an  unusually  sensible 
Recorder,  I  am  afraid)  agreed  with  him.  By  inquiring 
too  closely  into  a  customer's  case  we  give  offence ;  by 
supplying  medicine  without  inquiry  we  run  the  risk  of 
prosecution.  It  might  be  added  that  by  inquiring  we 
run  another  risk,  that  of  being  charged  with  the  heinous 
sin  of  counter-prescribing.  Nothing  is  more  common  in 
agricultural  businesses  than  to  be  asked  for  large  quanti- 
ties of  laudanum  or  other  drugs  liable  to  misuse,  though 
frequently  required  for  legitimate  purposes.  It  is  easy 
to  say  that  they  ought  not  to  be  supplied  without  inquiry, 
but  inquiry  may  give  offence  here  too.  Discretion  ought, 
of  course,  to  be  exercised  in  such  cases.  Discretion, 
however,  is  double-edged,  and  a  little  allowance  is  due 
to  the  man  who  has  to  decide  between  the  risk  of  driving 
away  custom  and  the  possibility  of  his  compliance  leading 
to  abuse. 

The  Trade  Gild 

of  the  Middle  Ages,  to  which  one  of  your 
correspondents  recently  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  might  be  conformed,  useful  and 
indeed  necessary  as  it  was  in  its  day,  can  never  be 
revived,  and  if  revived  would  now  be  an  instrument, 
not  as  it  then  was,  of  progress,  but  of  reaction  and 
disaster.  To  the  class  to  which  the  correspondent 
referred  to  belongs,  if,  as  I  gather,  he  is  in  the  position 
of  an  assistant  only,  it  would  be  especially  so.  The 
great  aim  of  these  gilds,  whatever  their  ultimate  effect, 
was  the  protection  by  each  of  the  particular  craft  it 
represented,  and  this  end  was  too  often  pursued  not 
only  without  regard  to  other  interests  but  by  direct 
opposition  to  them,  by  a  policy  as  selfish  and  anti-social 
as  can  well  be  imagined.  Nobody  could  carry  on  trade 
as  a  member  of  any  gild  who  had  not  served  a  regular 
apprenticeship  of  at  least  seven  years,  and  in  some 
trades  ten  years  was  the  minimum.  Only  freemen  of 
the  City  could  take  apprentices,  and  the  premiums  and 
other  conditions  imposed  were  such  that  only  youths  of 
good  position,  the  sons  of  well-to-do  parents,  could  ever 
become  apprentices.  Even  so,  at  the  end  of  their  term 
they  were  frequently  in  debt  to  their  masters  and  unable 
to  purchase  their  freedom.  In  any  case,  a  large  payment 
of  money,  and  three  years'  service  as  an  assistant,  with 
proof  of  the  possession  of  adequate  means,  might  be 
exacted  before  the  freedom  necessary  to  becoming  a 
master  craftsman  was  granted.  In  short,  every  gild 
aimed  at  a  monopoly  of  its  own  trade  for  its  own  mem- 
bers, and  all  together  at  the  exclusion  of  the  foreign 
trader,  as  well  as  at  such  a  restriction  of  membership 
as  the  prosperity  of  existing  members  dictated. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

THE  "  SANITAS  "  COMPANY,  LIMITED 
hereby  notify  that  they  sell  their  "SANITAS 
Disinfectant  Manufactures  in  bulk  at  reduced  prices  j 
on  the  express  condition  that  they  shall  not  he  sold 
again  except  in  tne  original  packages  ;  further,  that 
their  retail  preparations  shall  not  be  retailed  to  the 
public  below  the  minimum  prices  which  they  have 
fixed,  viz.  lljd.  for  Shilling  articles  and  pro  rata 
for  the  others. 

THE  "SANITAS"  COMPANY  LIMITED, 

Locksley  Street,  Limehouse,  London,  E. 


HEADQUARTERS  forCERMAN 
aosisi^ PROPRIETARIES  ^oss 

&  RARE  CHEMICALS. 

Largest  stock  in  the  U.K. 
FOREIGN  PRESCRIPTIONS  DISPENSED 
FOR  THE  TRADE. 

Catalogue  on  receipt  of  p.c.     Phone.-  48 London  wall. 
SCHACHT  WARNER  &  C9, 

GERMAN  CHEMISTS:      -55,  Fore  St.,  LONDON,  EC 

West-end  house:- 

FRIZELL&C2, I.CranbourneSh.  W.C.  0 
©  Phone.-  325  Cerrard. 


Oil 


Weed  Killer. 
Lawn  Sand. 
Fumlgants. 
Insecticides,  ~~ 
Summer  Shade. 
Bordeaui  Mixture, &c 


Saleable  Lines,  flood  Profit, 
Attractive  Advertising. 


Tomllnson  &  Hayward,  Ltd.,  Lincoln, 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection  with  the 
Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent  which  mem- 
bers of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by  consulting  an 
efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for  an  inclusive  fee  and 
obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad.  Advice  in  the  first 
instance  free.    Pamphlets  gratis. 

56  Ludgrate  Hill,  London.    REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 


0.  S.  MUMFORD  &  SONS, 


FARRINCDON  RD. 
LONDON,  E.C. 


{Finest   ARROW  ROOT 

1/  lb. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/ewt. 

1       BICARB.  SODA 

1     Finest  Extra  Special 

15/cwt. 

BORACIC  ACID 
1      POWDER.  Finest 

34/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  ib. 

|        No.  1  Finest  Pure 

g  CRUSHED  LINSEED 

1        No  Oil  Extracted 

24/cwt. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

18  &  1/lb. 

]            No.  2  Pure 
'CRUSHED  LINSEED 

J        No  Oil  Extracted 

23/cwt. 

PUMICE  POWDER 

Extra  Finest  Levigated 

35/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIP.  CHALK 

25/ cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
J  LINSEED 

23/ cwt. 

■  EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S. 

I  Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry 
1   Ditto.  Medium  Crystals 

11/6  cwt. 
12/6  .. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/ cwt. 

Finest  Pure  TOILET 
OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/cwt. 

1  FLOWERS  OF  SUL- 
§   PHUR,  Finest  English 
y         Ditto.  Foreign 

13/6cwt. 

9/6  ,", 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 

(Toilet  purposes) 

18/cwt 

VI  FULLER'S  EARTH 

It           (In  Dredgers* 

11  12  &  /6 
5/611/22/- 

H  Carriage  Paid  to  railway  stations  within  200  miles  of  London  (or  allowance 
'  made  for  distances  bevond).    Terms  less  2i  per  cent.  Cash  or  1  month  net. 


REYNOLDS  &  BRANSON 

LEEDS. 


LTD., 


Grand  Prix 


Turin  1911. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

Tinctures,  Ointments,  Pills,  Tablets,  Suppositories. 
B.P.C.  (1911),  Galenicals,  &c. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

X-Ray  Apparatus  and  Medical  Batteries,  Dressings,  &c 

AERATED  BEVERAGES. 

Sparkling  Phosferrade,  Puritzer,  Dry  Ginger  Ale,  &c. 

SCIENTIFIC  APPARATUS 

(Chemical,  Physical  and  Photo  graphic).  Balances  and  Weights. 
CHEMICALS    FOR  TECHNICAL  AND  ANALYTICAL  PURPOSES. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd. DL  Ca^Sk^¥- 


(Formerly  known  as  VIBRONA  MALT) 

2/6  size  24/-  doz.      4/6  size  42/-  doz. 

FLETCHER.  FLETCHER  SI  Co.,  Ld.,  LONDON. 
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Editorial  Articles. 

B.P.C.  Presidential  Survey. 

1870-1873;  Stoddart  and  Brady. 

This  period  in  the  history  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  was  conspicuous  for  progress.  The  seventh 
annual  meeting  commenced  on  Tuesday  morning,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1870,  in  the  lecture  theatre  of  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion, Liverpool,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  W. 
Stoddart,  F.C.S.,  F.G.S.,  the  business  being  commenced, 
we  observe,  by  the  reading  of  a  long  list  of  candidates  for 
membership  ;  they  numbered  about  920,  and  were  duly 
elected  by  ballot.  The  projected  publication  of  the 
"Year-book  of  Pharmacy"  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
this  big  influx  of  members.  John  Cargill  Brough,  then 
Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  was  appointed 
the  first  Editor  of  the  "Year-book,"  but  he  was  in  bad 
health,  and  Professor  Attfield  and  Joseph  Ince  assisted 
in  its  production.  It  was  a  volume  closely  resembling 
every  "Year-book"  which  has  been  published  since, 
but  there  was  a  little  more  business  or  shop  matter  in  it 
than  we  are  now  accustomed  to.  The  first  Publication 
Committee  consisted  of  Daniel  Hanbury,  W.  W.  Stoddart, 
Joseph  Ince,  Michael  Carteighe,  T.  B.  Groves,  and  John 
Attfield  (Secretary) ;  the  book  was  printed  by  Butler  & 
Tanner,  and  published  by  Churchill.  In  1870  the  Bell 
and  Hills  Fund  was  established  by  Thomas  Hyde  Hills. 
This  was  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  "ten  guineas 
worth  of  books  to  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  drug- 
gists of  the  cities  and  towns  in  which  the  members  of  the 
Conference  meet  ...  as  a  nucleus  for  the  formation  of 
a  library."  The  first  books  given  and  those  presented 
annually  since  bore  on  the  cover  the  stamp  device  which 
we  reproduce  on  a  later  page.  Mr.  Stoddart  was  born 
in  Freshford,  near  Bath,  and  for  a  few  years  after  his 
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schooling  worked  in  his  father's  carpet  factory  at  Kidder- 
minster ;  then,  following  his  bent,  he  was  apprenticed  to 
William  Hodgkinson,  Ph.C,  who  subsequently  came  to 
London  as  a  wholesale  druggist,  the  business  now  being 


William  Walter  Stoddart. 

From  the  lithograph  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
August  15,  1870. 

merged  in  The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.  Mr.  Stoddart 
was  for  six  years  with  Messrs.  Steele  &  Smith,  of  Bath, 
as  an  assistant,  then  started  in  business  for  himself 
in  Bristol,  where  he  became  noted  as  an  analyst,  being 
public  analyst  for  Bristol  and  other  places.  His  Address 
at  Liverpool  reflected  his  love  of  the  open  country,  of 
pharmacy  as  a  calling,  and  his  acquaintance  with  current 
chemical  literature.  Similar  lines  were  followed  in  1871, 
when  he  presided  at  the  meeting  in  Edinburgh,  but  on  this 
occasion  he  concluded  with  some  thoughtful  remarks  on 
"the  very  grave  responsibility"  of  taking  an  apprentice. 
Mr.  Stoddart  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  contemporaries 
(he  died  on  May  30,  1880,  in  his  fifty-seventh  year),  and 
did  much  sound  practical  work  in  chemistry  and  phar- 
macy. The  meetings  over  which  Stoddart  presided  were 
good.  At  the  1870  one,  twenty-six  communications  were 
made,  including  Baden  Benger's  "  Apprenticeship  and 
Training  of  Pharmacists  "  and  luce's  "  Century  of  Old 
Books."  The  third  session  was  on  Tuesday,  Septem- 
her  20,  a  week  later  than  the  opening  one.  Mr.  Brady 
relinquished  the  treasurership  because  he  was  taking  a  trip 
to  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Schacht  succeeded  him. 
It  was  decided  to  appoint  a  paid  Assistant  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  James  Collins,  F.B.S.E.,  became  the  first  one,  while 
Mr.  C.  H.  Wood,  F.C.S.,  succeeded  Brough  as  Editor  of 
the  "Year-book."  The  Edinburgh  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  August  1  and  2,  and  a  dinner  was 
given  on  the  evening  of  the  Thursday,  but  no  excursion. 
This  was  the  first  meeting  at  which  the  Conference  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  business  done  in  two  days,  but 
nineteen  papers  only  were  included,  one  of  them  being 
by  .Aider  Wright  on  New  Derivatives  from  Godeia. 
Mr.  Brady  was  elected  President  in  his  absence,  and  Mr. 
Richard  Reynolds  retired  from  the  secretaryship,  being 
succeeded  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Benger. 


The  ninth  annual  meeting  was  held  irr  Brighton,  opening 
in  the  Royal  Pavilion  on  Tuesday,  August  13,  1872,  and 
the  next  day  "at  10  o'clock  a.m.,  adjourning  from 
12.30  p.m.  till  2  o'clock  p.m.  The  whole  of  the  business 
of  the  Conference  was  completed  this  day  by  about 
4.30  p.m."  There  was  no  excursion  on  the  Thursday, 
and  the  supper  given  by  Brighton  members  was  on  Tues- 
day evening.  The  feature,  apart  from  Henry  Brady's 
presidency,  was  a  series  of  four  papers  on  Pharmaceutical 
Education  by  Professor  Attfield,  Julius  Schweitzer,  Bar- 
nard S.  Proctor,  and  S.  R.  Atkins,  which  were  followed 
by  a  discussion,  in  which  the  participants  were  Schacht, 
Stoddart,  Professor  Markoe  (Boston,  Mass.),  Haselden, 
Carteighe,  Professor  Michael  Foster,  R.  W.  Giles,  Rey- 
nolds, and  Dr.  Edwards.  The  President  did  not  join  in, 
but  the  subject  had  already  been  treated  in  his  Address. 

Henry  Bowman  Brady  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
men  and  distinguished  scientists  who  have  been  connected 
with  British  Pharmacy.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Gateshead 
surgeon,  was  born  in  1835,  apprenticed  to  Thomas  Harvey 
of  Leeds,  studied  chemistry  there,  passed  the  Minor  exami- 
nation in  June  1855,  and  the  Major  a  month  later,  then 
started  business  on  his  own  account  at  40  Mosley  Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  in  December.  He  still  wanted  two 
months  before  he  came  of  age.  He  was  an  expert  pharma- 
cist;  it  is  to  him  that  we  owe  the  first  modern  (1866)  de- 
scription, with  illustrations,  of  the  method  of  making  sup- 
positories and  pessaries  with  a  basis  of  coconut  stearin  (9) 
and  lard  (1),  flavoured  with  oil  of  pimento.  The 
mould  which  he  devised  was  made  by  Maw,  and  is  practi- 
cally the  same  as  that  now  in  use,  except  that  it  was  free 
from  hinges.  He  made  other  contributions  to  practical 
pharmacy,  and  assisted  Deane  in  his  microscopical  re- 
searches. But  although  his  pharmaceutical  work  (includ- 
ing service  as  an  examiner  and  pharmaceutical  counsellor) 


A  contemporary  photograph  of  Professor  Attfield  (first  Secretory 
of  the  Conference),  Mr.  J.  0.  Brough  (firet  Editor  of  the  "Year- 
book "),  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Brady  (finst  Treasurer  of  the  Conference), 
who  is  sitting  on  the  right. 

gives  him  high  place  among  British  pharmacists  of  the 
Victorian  Era,  his  distinction  as  a  scientist  rests  upon 
researches  of  a  different  order  and  more  profound  nature. 
While  in  business  in   Newcastle  until  December  1876 
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"  Specimens  of  the  device 
which  had  been,  stamped  on 
the  cover  of  the  '  Bell  and 
Hills  '  books,  and  of  which  the 
accompanying  engraving  is  a 
facsimile,  were  exhibited  to 
the  meeting." — Year-book  o] 
Pharmacy,  1870. 


(Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  then  succeeding  him),  Brady  was  one 
of  a  group  of  local  naturalists,  and  to  him  -was  entrusted 
the  examination  of  and  reporting  on  f  oraminifera  and  other 
minute  organisms  found  in  dredgings  from  the  neigh- 
bouring coast.  His  published 
reports  on  these  and  allied 
organisms,  many  of  them  dis- 
covered by  him,  gave  him 
front  rank  among  the 
authorities  of  the  day,  and 
before  he  was  forty  he  was 
elected  an  F.R.S.  When  the 
Challenger  returned  in  1877 
from  her  cruise  round  the 
world,  her  f  oraminiferous 
dredgings  were  entrusted  to 
him,  and  he  spent  eight  years 
in  examining  them  and  re- 
cording his  results,  which 
were  embodied  in  two  cfuarto 
volumes,  the  one  containing 
814  pages  of  text,  and  the  other  114  pages  of  unrivalled 
artistic  excellence  as  well  as  scientific  accuracy.  The 
University  of  Aberdeen  bestowed  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  LL.D.  in  recognition  of  this  work.  Brady  tra- 
velled widely,  partly  on  account  of  his  health,  which  was 
never  robust,  and  always  for  the  pleasure  of  enhancing  his 
knowledge.  In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  lived  in  the 
Adelphi,  so  that  he  was  near  the  centre  of  scientific  life  and 
thought  in  London,  at  a  time  when  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  and  other  learned  Societies.  He 
died  from  pneumonia  at  Bournemouth  on  January  10, 
1891,  in  his  fifty-sixth  year. 

In  the  second  year  of  his  presidency  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  Mr.  Brady  reached  his  thirty- 
seventh  year,  so  that  we  must  recall  the  remark  of  last 
week  regarding  presidential  ages.  The  1873  meeting  was 
held  in  Bradford  on  September  16  and  17,  twenty-one 
papers  being  communicated,  including  three  by  Alder 
Wright.  At  the  beginning  of  the  meeting  an  album  of  por- 
traits of  officers  and  members  of  the  American  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association  was  presented,  the  most  cordial  relations 
having  been  established  between  the  two  bodies.  It  was 
at  this  meeting  that  the  first  breakaway  from  the  British 
Association  was  made.  Belfast  was  the  city  selected  by 
the  Association  for  1874.  At  that  time  Pharmacy  was 
still  unorganised  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  circumstances 
Mr.  Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  invited  the  Conference  to  hold 
the  1874  meeting  in  London.  This  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  was  appointed  Local  Secretary. 
Mr.  Thomas  B.  Groves,  of  Weymouth,  was  appointed 
successor  to  Mr.  Brady.  Mr.  John  Moss  was  at  this 
time  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Conference,  the 
membership  of  which  had  reached  2,000,  of  whom  1,884 
had  paid  their  subscription  (5s.).  Mr.  Wood  had  resigned 
the  editorship  of  the  "Year-book,"  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Louis  Siebold,  who  retained  the  position,  doing 
excellent  abstracting,  until  the  end  of  the  century,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  the  present  Editor,  Mr.  J.  0.  Braith- 
waite.  With  Mr.  Brady's  presidency  the  first  decade 
of  the  Conference  ended — it  was  growing  in  the  esteem  of 
the  trade,  and  was  doing  excellent  work.  The  tenth  year 
closed  with  a  gift  from  Thomas  Hyde  Hills  of  Russian 
bonds,  which  made  the  annual  gift  of  books  a  certainty, 
and  there  was  a  hint  of  a  research  fund  to  be  estab- 
lished, while  the  prospective  meeting  in  London  broke 
down  the  provinciality  of  the  Conference  meetings. 


A  Dental  Diatribe. 

The  "British  Dental  Journal"  for  May  1  contains  a 
short  note  regarding  a  child  of  nine  who  died  after 
having  a  tooth  extracted  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital.  The  tooth  was  easily  removed,  and  it  is  added 
that  the  forceps  used  for  the  extraction  were  sterilised 
previously.  In  nine  days  the  child  died  of  septic 
pneumonia  of  the  right  lung  and  purulent  basal 
meningitis.  On  reading  particulars  of  this  case  our 
first  thought  was  that  it  was  fortunate  that  the  child's 
parents  took  him  to  a  hospital  and  not  to  a  dental- 
chemist,  or  we  should  have  had  probably  an  example  of 
very  different  treatment  of  the  chemist  at  a  coroner's 
inquest,  leading,  perhaps,  to  the  total  ruin  of  the 
chemist's  business.  For  proof  that  this  statement  is  not 
far-fetched,  one  has  only  to  turn  to  an  article  by  Pro- 
fessor A.  S.  Underwood  in  the  "  Nineteenth  Century," 
entitled  "  The  Danger  from  Untrained  Dentists."  The 
article  begins  by  a  reference  to  an  answer  given  in  the 
House  of  Commons  recently  by  the  Home  Secretary  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  a  patient  whose  tooth  had  been 
extracted  after  the  use  of  a  local  anaesthetic.  Professor 
Underwood's  comment  is  :  "  The  patient  died  as  scores 
of  patients  have  died  before,  and  as  scores  of  patients 
will  continue  to  die  under  similar  circumstances,  but 
the  Home  Secretary  has  no  power ! "  The  statement 
that  scores  of  patients  have  died  from  the  administra- 
tion of  a  local  anaesthetic  is  an  exaggeration,  but  perhaps 
the  writer  had  in  mind  the  large  number  of  people  who 
die  after  the  administration  of  anaesthetics  by  medical 
practitioners.  The  object  of  his  article  is 
"to  place  before  the  intelligent  Englishman  and  English- 
woman the  naked  truth  concerning  a  scandal  crying  aloud 
for  remedy,  and  to  ask  the  people  of  England  to  demand 
what  the  pompous  but  powerless  head  clerks  dare  not  sug- 
gest— namely,  that  no  persons  should  be  permitted  to  involve 
their  fellow-subjects  in  a  risk  to  life  without  possessing 
some  evidence  of  proper  training  and  sufficient  examina- 
tion." 

Who  the  "  pompous  but  powerless  head  clerks "  are  is 
not  stated,  but  we  may  remind  Mr.  Underwood  that 
pomposity  is  not  unknown  in  the  medical  profession.  It 
would  take  up  too  much  space  to  enumerate  the  in- 
accuracies of  the  article — e.g.,  in  it  is  stated  that  "the 
Eoyal  Veterinary  College  recently  obtained  an  Act  to 
prohibit  the  practice  of  veterinary  surgery  by  un- 
authorised persons."  The  Eoyal  Veterinary  College  is  a 
teaching  establishment  in  Camden  Town,  and  has  not 
taken  any  steps  to  acquire  a  law  of  its  own.  The  Royal 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  which  Mr.  Underwood 
may  have  been  thinking  of,  has  not  obtained  any  amend- 
ment of  the  Veterinary  Surgeons  Act,  1881,  and  that  Act 
does  not  prohibit  the  practice  of  veterinary  surgery  any 
more  than  the  Medical  Acts  prohibit  the  practice  of 
medicine  by  unregistered  persons.  It  is  further  stated 
that  our  Colonies  have  already  power  to  prohibit  "  the 
practice  of  any  part  of  the  healing  art  for  gain  by  un- 
registered persons."  These  statements  indicate  that  the 
writer  has  been  careless  about  his  facts,  and  to  that 
extent  it  discounts  his  utterances,  while  his  vehemence 
"  does  the  rest."  That  part  of  the  article  which  is  of 
particular  interest  to  our  readers  is  the  statement  that 
"  a  large,  an  overwhelmingly  large,  section  of  the  com- 
munity of  patients  are  quite  unable  to  pay"  a  fair 
remuneration  to  dental  licentiates,  and  are  therefore 
driven  to  seek  dental  treatment  from  unregistered  persons 
(designated  "  unauthorised  "  in  the  article).  It  is  sug- 
gested that  a  special  examination  of  a  practical  nature 
should  be  instituted  for  these  unregistered  persons,  which 
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should  entitle  them  to  registration  and  the  use  of  the 
title  Dentist.  The  remedy  has  been  suggested  before,  but 
has  not  found  a  ready  acceptance  with  those  who  are 
already  on  the  Register.  It  should,  however,  be  credited 
to  Mr.  Underwood  that  his  proposal  is  a  distinct  advance 
on  the  previous  official  suggestion  of  prohibiting  chemists 
from  practising  dentistry.  The  separation  of  dental 
practitioners  into  two  classes — -"Dental  Surgeons"  and 
"Dentists" — will  probably  be  the  ultimate  result  of 
legislation.  It  will  then  be  time  enough  to  write  about 
"  prohibiting  the  practice  of  any  part  of  the  healing  art 
for  gain  by  unregistered  persons " ;  but  in  the  meantime 
we  are  thankful  for  the  step  in  advance  which  Mr. 
Underwood,  as  an  examiner,  practitioner,  and  professor, 
makes  when  he  acknowledges  that  the  registered  dentists 
are  neither  sufficient  in  number  nor  low  enough  in  their 
charges  to  meet  the  public  demands  for  dental  treatment. 
We  have  urged  this  for  many  years,  but  we  have  never 
been  so  bold  as  to  suggest  that  a  practical  examination 
alone  of  unregistered  practitioners  would  suffice  to  give 
the  public  what  they  want.  It  is  worth  thinking  about; 
but  it  must  be  for  future  as  well  as  present  requirements. 

German  Bromine. 

'A  prize  of  500Z.  is  offered  by  the  German  Bromine 
Convention  to  the  discoverer  of  a  process  or  compound 
leading  to  a  new  and  increased  consumption  of  bromine. 
It  is  stated  in  the  announcement  that  for  many  years 
past  the  production  of  the  existing  German  bromine 
factories  far  exceeds  the  consumption,  so  that  a  fresh 
field  of  use  is  urgently  required. 

Bromine  possesses  very  marked  properties  which  are 
peculiar  to  it  alone.  Its  specific  gravity  is  3.1.  Bromine  is 
placed  on  the  market  in  various  forms  and  compounds. 
The  German  Bromine  Convention  at  present  supplies — 

I.  Bromine  in  liquid  form  : 

(a)  Crude  bromine  with  up  to  10  per  cent,  of  chlorine. 
(6)  Technically    pure   bromine    with    a   maximum  of 

0.3  per  cent,  of  chlorine. 

(c)  Chemically  pure  bromine. 

II.  Bromine  compounds  : 

(<z)  Iron  bromide  with  about  60  to  70  per  cent,  of 
bromine. 

(b)  Bromides  of  potassium,  sodium,  and  ammonium. 

(c)  Hydrobromic    acid    with    about   25    per    cent,  of 
bromine. 

(d)  _  Bromo-acetylene    with    about    92.5   per    cent',  of 
bromine. 

Special  attention  is  drawn  to  the  last-named  compound 
(tetrabromethane),  which  is  relatively  little  known;  it 
occurs  as  a  clear  liquid  with  a  specific  gravity  of  2.85;  it  is 
distinguished  by  its  solvent  properties,  is  non-caustic,  and 
particularly  easy  to  transport. 
The  following  conditions  are  attached  to  this  competition  : 
_  (1)  The  new  discovery  must  represent  a  technical  innova- 
tion, and  must  not  adversely  affect  existing  uses  of  bromine. 

(2)  The  process  must  be  applied  in  practice  at  the  latest 
one  year  after  the  awarding  of  the  prize. 

(3)  The  process  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the  jury,  lead  to 
a  considerable  increase  in  the  European  consumption  of 
bromine  at  a  suitable  price. 

(4)  The  prize  awarded  for  a  process  fulfilling  these  con- 
ditions will  amount  to  10, 000m. 

(5)  The  prize  will  be  paid  out  following  the  first  delivery 
of  bromine_  for  the  new  process,  and  after  its  utilisation  has 
been  technically  applied  on  a  large  scale. 

(6)  Should  this  competition  lead  to  the  sending  in  of 
several  discoveries  or  suggestions  all  leading  to  the  same 
end,  in  addition  to  the  above  prize  other  awards  will  be 
made  in  proportion  to  the  expected  increase  in  consumption. 

(7)  The  jury  is  composed  of  the  following  :  Director  Dr. 
Antrick,  Berlin;  W.  Bindernagel,  Hoechst  o/M. ;  Professor 
E.  Erdmann,  Halle  a.S.  ;  W.  Hoehl,  Leopoldshall :  Director- 
General  Dr.  Kubierschky,  Eisenach;  Director  Dr.  Lange, 
Berlin. 

(8)  The  decision  of  the  jury  is  final. 

(9)  On  awarding  the  prize  for  a  process,  the  latter  will  not 
become  the  property  of  the  Bromine  Convention. 

(10)  Competitors  must  send  in  their  processes  at  the  latest 
by  January  1,  1914,  to  the  Deutsche  Bromkonvention 
G.m.b.H.,  Leopoldshall-Stassfurfc. 


The  British  Medical  Association. 

The  annual  report  and  statement  of  accounts  for  1912 
reflect  the  severe  strain  which  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation experienced  last  year.  The  actual  deficit  for  the 
year  1912  was  8,834?.,  and  it  is  estimated  that  in  1913 
there  will  be  another  deficit  of  5,600?.  From  some  interest- 
ing statistics  which  are  given  in  the  report,  it 
appears  that  each  member  has  entailed  an  expenditure  of 
3?.  Is.  Id.,  although  the  subscription  is  but  25s.  The 
heaviest  items  have  been  expenditure  on  general  meetings 
and  on  the  "  Journal  "  which  have  resulted  from  the  cam- 
paign in  the  matter  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.  There 
is,  however,  a  separate  Insurance  Defence  Fund,  which  has 
in  hand  a  sum  of  12,518?.,  from  which  there  is  a  possibility 
of  claims  being  j  aid  to  practitioners  who  have  given  up 
appointments  or  who  have  incurred  loss  through  delay  in 
joining  panels.  Possibly  the  greater  part  of  this  money 
will  find  its  way  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Association,  who  has  already  received  from  this  source 
13,500?.  It  is  estimated  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
Association  on  the  Insurance  campaign  since  the  intro- 
duction of  the  National  Insurance  Bill  in  1911  up  till 
April  15,  1913,  has  been  20,606?.  The  Association  is 
fortunate  in  being  able  to  command  large  funds,  and  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  extra  grant  towards  Medical 
Benefit  which  the  Association's  importunity  obtained  from 
the  Treasury  was  cheap  at  the  price.  Although  possessed 
of  a  valuable  freehold  site  and  building  in  the  Strand,  the 
Association  has  no  power  to  raise  money  on  mortgage. 
Steps  are  to  be  taken  to  obtain  an  extension  of  the 
memorandum  of  the  Association  to  include  the  power  of 
borrowing  money.  The  report  of  the  Council  contains 
references  to  many  matters  of  interest  other  than  those  con- 
nected with  Health  Insurance.  It  is  stated,  for  instance, 
that  some  of  the  analyses  in  "  Secret  Remedies  "  and  "  More 
Secret  Remedies "  have  been  called  into  question  by 
witnesses  before  the  Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medi- 
cines, but  "in  no  instance  has  any  witness  been  able  to 
prove  any  material  defect  in  the  analyses  given."  The 
report  of  the  Select  Committee  may  not  be  so  emphatic  as 
this.  We  note  also  that  the  proposed  prescription-copying 
fee  of  Id.  is  referred  to  as  an  exorbitant  one,  which  seems 
as  though  it  will  fulfil  its  purpose  in  leading  to  the 
retention  of  the  duplicate  prescription-form. 


Equine  Nomenclature. — A  fair  number  of  horses  in 
training  sport  names  which  suggest  that  racing  men  go  to 
the  chemist  (as  a  last  resort,  perchance)  for  inspiration.  A 
steed  named  Boots  won  a  race  last  week,  and  to  neutralise 
this  victory  there  are  Formamint  and  the  Cascara  colt. 
Albulactin,  Dinneford,  and  Veno  are  victorious  sometimes. 

Cocaine  ■  Preparations  for  Canada. — A  Memorandum 
dated  April  15,  1913,  has  been  received  notifying  that  pre- 
parations containing  cocaine  are  only  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Dominion  when  the  labels  and  wrappers  covering  the 
same  contain  no  reference  to  any  malady  for  which  the  pre- 
paration is  intended  as  a  relief  or  cure. — Board  of  Trade 
Journal. 

Secret  Remedies. — -A  new  Bill  will  shortly  be  discussed 
by  the  Austrian  Parliament,  in  which  it  is  proposed  that 
the  penalties  for  transgressions  against  the  health  laws 
be  considerably  increased.  A  person  who  professionally 
or  for  monetary  consideration  acts  as  a  doctor  or  midwife 
without  possessing  an  Austrian  qualification  will  be  liable 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  41?.  13s.,  with  or  without  imprison- 
ment up  to  three  months.  The  sale  of  a  secret  remedy 
which  is  forbidden  to  be  6old  in  Austria,  as  well  as  the 
advertisement  of  a  prohibited  remedy  of  this  kind,  will 
entail  a  fine  not  exceeding  20?.  16-s.,  with  or  without 
imprisonment  up  to  six  weeks.  The  same  punishment  is 
provided  for  persons  making  false  or  deceptive  statements 
in  publications  regarding  the  value  of  a  medicine  or 
method  of  treatment. 
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National  Health  Insurance. 

Administration  of  Medical  Benefit  as  regards 
Chemists'  Interests. 


Insurance  Dispensing  Experiences. 

By  a  Liverpool  Chemist. 

Having  made  up  my  first  quarter's  account  for  dispensing, 
I  find  that  I  have  dispensed  a  total  of  2,959  items,  appear- 
ing upon  a  total  of  2,714  prescription-forms  (pink,  green, 
and  yellow).  The  doctors  having  often  written  two  mix- 
tures, or  an  ointment  and  a  mixture,  or  a  lotion  and  mixture 
upon  one  form,  these  are  reckoned  as  one  among  the  pre- 
scription-forms, but  two  among  the  "  items." 

The  number  of  green  forms  works  out  at  2,581,  while  the 
number  of  items  upon  these  is  2,780.  The  lowest  price  was 
Id.,  while  the  highest  price  was  2s.  8tZ.  for  any  individual 
"  script."  The  number  of  pink  forms  was  126,  representing 
172  items;  the  highest  price  of  any  individual  pink  pre- 
scription being  2s.  Sd.,  while  the  lowest  was  7>id.  The 
number  of  yellow  forms  was  seven.  As  each  yellow  form 
contained  many  prescribed  appliances  and  drugs,  the  whole 
are  only  reckoned  as  one  item.  Highest  price,  8s.  3g(Z. ; 
lowest  price,  2s.  Zd. 

The  money  value  of  the  2,959  "  items  "  dispensed  is 
78?.  17s.  Id.,  working  out  at  an  average  of  6.395d.  per 
"  item  "  dispensed,  or  at  6.973<Z.  per  "  form,"  the  whole 
account  standing  thus  : 

£  s.  d. 

2,581  Forms  (green),  representing  2,780  items   70  12  9 
126  Forms  (pink),  representing  172  items    ...     6  11  0 
7  Yellow  forms   1  13  4 


Total   £78  17  1 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  "  green  "  prescriptions 
worked  out  at  a  cost  of  6.095tZ.  each  to  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee, while  the  "  pink  "  prescriptions  worked  out  at 
Is.  Ogd.  each.  The  estimate  that  the  whole  of  the  Insurance 
prescriptions  would  work  out  at  bd.  each  is  very  near  the 
mark,  when  it  is  noted  that  the  whole  2,959  items  work 
out  at  only  6.395«Z.  each,  and  this  sum  includes  such  pre- 
parations as  glyco-heroin,  listerine,  liquor  papain  et  iridin 
(Seymour),  syr.  cocillana  compound,  Kepler  malt  with  haemo- 
globin, proprietary  tablets,  and  a  host  of  proprietary  oint- 
ments and  mixtures  among  the  "  pink "  forms.  Upon 
further  analysis  the  prescription-forms  worked  out  as 
follows  : 


■  Total  number  of  prescription-forms  (green  and  pink), 
2,707. 


s.  d. 

No. 

d. 

No. 

s. 

d. 

No. 

0  1 

  5 

0 

10  ... 

...  16 

1 

64 

...  12 

0  1§ 

...  2 

0 

104  ... 

...  33 

1 

7 

...  2 

0  2 

  12 

0 

11  ... 

...  23 

1 

74 
8 

...  5 

0  24 

  6 

0 

114  ... 

...  16 

1 

...  5 

0  3 

  9 

1 

0  ... 

...  20 

1 

84 

...  5 

0  34 

  22 

1 

04  ... 

...  25 

1 

9 

...  2 

0  4 

...  74 

1 

1  ... 

...  19 

1 

94 

...  3 

0  4J 

 140 

1 

14  - 

...  9 

1 

10 

0  5 

 322 

1 

2  ... 

...  9 

1 

104 

3 

0  5| 

 254 

1 

24  ... 

...  5 

1 

11 

0  6 

 309 

1 

3"  ... 

...  7 

1 

114 

1 

0  64 

 208 

1 

34  ... 

...  5 

2 

0 

...  2 

0  7 

 184 

1 

4  ... 

...  4 

2 

1 

...  1 

0  74 

 158 

1 

44  ... 

...  5 

2 

14 

...  2 

0  8 

 132 

1 

5  ... 

...  5 

2 

2 

...  1 

0  84 

 104 

1 

5J  ... 

...  5 

2 

5 

...  2 

0  9 

  74 

1 

6  ... 

...  4 

2 

8 

...  2 

0  94 

...  62 

On 

yellow  forms  were  orders  fo 

r  "  goo 

ds 

"  for 

the 

doctors' 

own 

use;  these  have 

not  been 

added 

in 

with 

the 

others. 

The  doctors  state  that  they  are  seeing  3  per  cent,  daily  of 
the  insured  persons  upon  their  panel  list.  Therefore  a 
doctor  with  1,000  patients  upon  his  list  sees  thirty  people 
per  diem,  yielding,  say,  twenty  prescriptions.  At  bd.  each, 
as  estimated,  this  is  a  daily  charge  of  10s.  upon  the  drug 
fund.  In  a  quarter  of  ninety-one  days  the  charge  upon  the 
drug  fund  would  be  45Z.  10s. 

■  The  Government  allowance,  2s.  (including  the  floating 
sixpence)  per  year — i.e.,  bd.  per  quarter — would  yield  for 
1,000  persons  only  2bl.,  so  that  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a 
great  slacking-off  during  the  summer  months  to  allow  the 
"  finance  "  part  to  readjust  itself.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
quarter,  during  the  first  month,  quite  10  per  cent,  were 
receiving  prescriptions  in  some  districts :  but  as  this  has  now 
dropped  down  to  3  per  cent.,  and  as  low  as  1  per  cent,  and 
2  per  cent,  in  some  cases,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  summer 
months  the  doctors  will  be  seeing  only  0.25  per  cent,  to 


0.5  per  cent,  of  their  "  panel  "  patients.  This  will  reduce 
the  drug  account  and  enable  chemists  to  receive  their  surplus 
account  due  to  them  from  previous  quarters. 

Fbom  a  Welsh  Chemist. 

Having  made  careful  preparation  beforehand,  I  found 
no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  Insurance  dispensing.  I 
have  dispensed,  between  January  15  and  April  15,  2,251  pre- 
scriptions, at  an  average  cost  of  a  little  over  bd.  each.  In 
order  to  obtain  this  volume  of  business  I  have  neither  adver- 
tised to  the  public  nor  have  I  canvassed  the  doctors ;  it  has 
been  brought  about  by  prompt  service  and  by  giving  quality, 
and  the  public  know  both  when  and  where  they  get 
"  quality  "  either  in  goods  or  service. 

I  have  stood  at  the  receipt  of  custom  and  have  given  the 
insured  person  every  attention.  While  they  have  been  wait- 
ing for  the  medicine  these  people  have  admired  my  counter- 
display,  and  I  have  sold  a  large  number  of  sundries  and 
toilet  articles,  thus  making  up  for  the  slight  falling-off  in 
cough-mixture,  neuralgia-mixture,  and  indigestion-mixture; 
and  I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  National  Insurance 
dispensing  will  add  to  the  volume  of  my  business.  I  was 
particularly  gratified  the  other  day  when  a  lady  drove  up  in 
her  motor-car  with  prescriptions  for  the  gardener  and  nurse- 
maid. Doctors  visit  my  shop  oftener,  and  I  have  sold 
several  trusses  and  elastic  stockings  as  a  result. 

My  motto  is  "Let  'em  all  come."  I  realise  that  the 
chemist  of  to-day  must  make  his  money  through  newer 
methods  and  system,  where  the  chemist  of  ten  or  twenty 
years  ago  made  his  through  better  margins  of  profit. — 
(73/69.) 

Local  Insurance  Committees  Election. 

Provisional  regulations  have  been  published  (price  Id.) 
as  to  the  election  of  representatives  of  insured  persons 
upon  Insurance  Committees  in  England-  The  manner 
in  which  nominations  are  to  be  made  and  votes  recorded 
as  regards  (1)  representatives  of  societies  and  (2)  deposit 
contributors  is  set  forth.  Tables  are  appended  showing 
the  number  of  representatives  of  insured  persons  on  the 
Insurance  Committees  of  counties  and  county  boroughs. 
The  Commissioners  have  also  issued  a  note  to  Insurance 
Committees  about  the  matter,  showing  how  membership 
of  the  Committees  is  to  be  determined.  Representatives 
of  insured  persons  on  existing  Committees  will  cease  to 
hold  office  on  July  15,  1913 ;  other  members,  appointed  by 
the  Commissioners,  the  local  authority,  and  the  medical 
profession,  will  continue  in  office  until  July  15,  1914. 
The  representatives  now  to  be  elected  will  hold  office 
for  three  years.  Appointments  and  nominations  must  be 
made  on  the  forms  supplied  by  the  Commissioners,  and 
will  be  invalid  if  not  made  on  the  proper  forms. 

Time  Table. 

1.  Latest  time  for  receiving  applications  for  nomination 
forms,  12  noon,  Tuesday,  May  27. 

2.  Latest  time  for  receiving  nominations,  12  noon,  Monday, 
June  9. 

3.  Proposed  date  of  issue  to  societies  of  ballot-papers  is 
June  20,  and  the  latest  time  for  returning  ballot-papers  will 
then  be  12  noon,  Friday,  June  27. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  chemists  feel  that  they  should 
be  better  represented  on  the  Committees,  the  present 
is  an  opportunity  for  them  to  exert  their  influence  in 
their  own  localities  so  as  to  secure  the  election  of  one 
or  more  of  their  number  as  representatives.  The  "  London 
Gazette  "  contains  notices  respecting  the  regulations  which 
will  be  applied  to  England  and  Wales  forty  days  after 
May  9. 

Delivery  ol  Medicines  in  Rural  Districts. 

The  delivery  of  medicines  to  insured  persons  in  rural 
districts  is  pressing  heavily  upon  some  chemists,  for 
although  the  conditions  of  "pharmacy  service"  do  not 
require  chemists  to  deliver  medicines  to  insured  persons,, 
common  humanity  has  not  been  entirely  abolished  by  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  and  such  chemists  usually  endea- 
vour to  oblige  by  effecting  delivery  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Parcel-post  appears  to  be  the  only  available  means  in 
many  cases,  but  the  cost  is  prohibitive.  We  therefore 
call  attention  to  the  special  provision  made  by  the  postal 
authorities  for  such  cases,  as  follows  : 

With  certain  exceptions,  no  postman  or  other  officer  of 
the  Post  Office  may  act  as  a  carrier  of  correspondence  or 
packages  of  any  kind  or  weight  which  have   not  passed" 
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through  the  post,   whether  he  receives  payment  for  the 
carriage  or  not.    The  exceptions  are  as  follows: 

{b)  Mail-cart  drivers  and  postmen  in  rural  districts  are 
allowed  to  carry  light  packets  of  medicine. 
The  public  must  make  their  own  terms  as  regards  the 
payment  of  postmen,  mail-cart  drivers,  and  contractors  who 
undertake  private  services  on  their  behalf. 
We  quote  from  the  "Post  Office  Guide,"  the  passage  not 
being  so  generally  known  as  it  deserves  to  be. 

Dispensing  Arrangements. 

Reports   relating    to    the    administration    of  Medical 
Benefit  so  jar  as  it  affects  pharmacists. 

Bath.  -The  panel  chemists  have  renewed  their  agreements 
for  the  supply  of  medicines.  Payments  on  account  have 
been  made  to  them.  Mr.  John  Hawes,  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Bath  Pharmaceutical  Association,  has  informed  his 
fellow-members  that,  "  as  the  local  Medical  Committee  have 
declined  to  approve  the  adoption  of  the  revised  tariff,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  retain  the  use  of  the  original  tariff  in 
pricing  prescriptions,  with  the  addition  of  the  extra  fee  of 
Ad.  per  prescription  when  presented  between  9  P.M.  and 
8  a.m.,  and  marked  '  Urgent  '  by  the  doctor." 

Breconshire.-  The  Insurance  Committee  has  been  in- 
formed that  the  Is.  6d.  per  head  for  medicine  is  more  than 
enough,  so  far  as  the  county  is  concerned. 

Brighton.  The  Insurance  Commissioners  have  approved 
the  chemists'  late  fee  of  Zd.  (see  C.  A  D.,  April  26,  index 
folio  645),  and  continuance  of  the  existing  arrangements 
until  July  14.  The  revised  drug  tariff  has  been  accepted, 
except  the  penny  prescription-copying  fee,  as  doctors  will 
supply  duplicates. 

Burnley.— The  Insurance  Committee  has  paid  890?.  to 
local  chemists  in  respect  of  the  first  quarter. 

Bury  (Lanes  .— The  revised  drug  tariff  has  been 
accepted,  but  instead  of  the  penny  copying-fee  the  Com- 
missioners sanction  an  arrangement  whereby  doctors  write 
one  copy  only,  which  is  to  be  retained  by  the  chemist,  the 
Insurance  Committee  returning  them  after  checking  to  those 
who  have  dispensed  them.  If  the  doctors  do  not  stop  "  Rep. 
mist.,"  the  chemist  who  gets  such  a  prescription  will  be  paid 
an  extra  penny  for  it.  The  Commissioners  consider  that 
there  are  considerable  objections  to  a  minimum  price  of  2d. 
per  prescription.  As  the  chemists  and  doctors  concur  in  the 
proposed  charge,  the  Commissioners  are  again  to  be  asked 
to  assent  to  it.  By  direction  of  the  Commissioners,  it  was 
also  decided  that  the  chemists  be  requested  to  price  all  pre- 
scriptions before  sending  them  in  to  the  Committee.  With 
regard  to  the  payment  of  chemists'  accounts,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  quarterly  sum  to  be  paid  should  equal  62  per  cent, 
of  the  accounts,  instead  of  50  per  cent.  The  increase  is 
due  to  the  local  Pharmacists'  Association. 

Denbighshire.  The  doctor  who  wrote  a  prescription 
which  cost  8s.  to  dispense  is  to  have  a  deduction  made  from 
his  account,  on  the  recommendation  of  tho  local  Medical 
Committee. 

Gateshead.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Gateshead  Chemist's' 
Association  on  May  7,  it  was  reported  that  cheques  had 
been  received  from  the  Insurance  Committee,  less  10  per 
cent.  The  cost  per  each  insured  person  for  drugs  works 
out  at  Is.  9(Z.  The  members  agreed  to  open  by  rota  on 
Sunday  and  Wednesday  evenings,  as  it  has  been  found 
that  there  is  not  sufficient  demand  to  warrant  all  opening. 
The  meeting  was  chiefly  devoted  to  pricing  prescriptions 
and  discussing  other  National  Insurance  dispensing  matters. 

Glamorganshire. — A  meeting  of  the  Glamorgan  Insur- 
ance Committee  and  the  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  was  held  at  Cardiff  on  May  8.  At  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Nicholas),  the  committees  of 
medical  men  and  pharmacists  are  to  discuss  the  new  tariff, 
"aqua"  in  prescriptions,  charge  of  proprietary  articles  on 
the  Drug  Fund,  and  fees  for  late  work  :  all  of  which  were  on 
the  agenda,  but  no  agreement  could  be  reached  in  regard 
to  them.  Any  chemists  on  the  county  panel  who  would  like 
to  have  any  points  raised  at  the  meeting  should  communicate 
with  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  G.  I.  Williams,  Maesteg). 

Gloucester.— Tho  chemists'  accounts  for  the  first  quarter 
amounted  to  385Z.  14s.  Id.,  the  prices  per  prescription  rang- 
ing from  l^d.  to  IQ^d.,  with  an  average  of  8gt7.  The 
chemists  are  to  get  60  per  cent,  of  their  accounts  in  the 
meantime. 

Hartlepool.— The  West  Hartlepool  Insurance  Committee 
have  paid  the  chemists  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  their 
first  quarter's  accounts. 

H>reford»hire.— The  chemists'  account's  for  the  first 
quarter  amount  to  222?.  12s.  ljfZ.,  and  have  been  passed  for 
payment.  The  Insurance  Committee  has  considered  the  pay- 
ment to  doctors  of  Is.  td.  per  bottle  for  medicine  and  Is. 


for  each  hypodermic  injection  supplied  between  10  p.m.  and 
8  a.m.,  but  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Barnsley  decision 
has  been  deferred  until  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee has  considered  the  matter.  The  chemists  desired 
renewal  of  their  agreements  on  the  old  tariff,  except  for  a 
minimum  dispensing-fee  of  id.  for  liquid  preparations  irre- 
spective of  quantity.  It  was  agreed  to  employ  a  local  man 
as  checker,  failing  which  recourse  would  be  had  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  at  bd.  per  100,  ex- 
clusive of  postage. 

Liverpool.— We  are  now  able  to  publish  the  result  of 
the  negotiations  of  the  Insurance  Committee  of  the  Liver- 
pool Chemists'  Association  with  the  Liverpool  Insurance 
Committee  and  the  Liverpool  Medical  Committee.  After 
the  first  meeting  the  chemists  suggested  to  the  local 
authority  that  it  would  only  be  fair  if  the  Medical  Executive 
was  reduced  to  four  in  number,  the  same  as  the  Chemists' 
Executive,  and  that  an  independent  chairman  be  appointed. 
This  was  ratified,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Joint 
Executive  Colonel  Kyffin-Taylor,  M.P.,  presided;  matters 
which  had  caused  friction  were  arranged,  and  things  went 
along  more  smoothly.  The  following  are  the  results  of  the 
negotiations  : 

(a)  Tho  Liverpool  Insurance  Committee  will  pay  50  per  cent, 
on  account  of  the  chemists'  bills  upon  presentation. 

(6)  The  triplicate  prescription-form  will  be  continued  and  no  copy- 
ing-fee will  be  paid. 

(c)  Subject  to  the  doctor  marking  the  prescription  "  Urgent  " 
and  stating  the  time,  then  initialling  same,  the  following  fees- 
have  been  agreed  to  : 

From  10  p.m.  to  12  p.m.,  3<Z. 
From  12  p.m.  to  9  a.m.,  bd. 

Sundays,  from  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  and  from  8  p.m.  to  12  p.m.,  Zd. 

Wednesdays  (half-day  closing),  from  8  p.m.  to  12  p.m.,  3d. 

(d)  If  "stock  mixtures"  should  be  introduced,  the  full  dispens- 
ing-fees shall  not  be  altered,  but  the  subject  is  to  be  discussed 
further  in  six  months. 

(c)  It  was  agreed  that  for  six  months  the  chemists  shall  accept 
"  repeat  "  prescriptions,  but  if  they  wish  they  may  reopen  the 
subject  then. 

(/)  The  new  drug  tariff  was  adopted  with  the  following  altera- 
tions : 

Waters. — Aquae  aurant.,  cinnamom.,  menth.  piperita;,  rosae,  and' 
sambuci,  i'd.  for  3  oz.  or  part  of  3  oz. 

Atropine.  4s.  per  drachm,  l\d.  per  grain. 

01.  morrhuoe,  raised  to  Is.  5d.  per  pint. 

Eimuls.  ol.  morrhuse,  raised  to  lid.  per  oz. 

E,mp.  belladonna;,  at  the  rate  of  8  in.  by  5  in'.,  or  less,  3d. 

Infusions. — Buchu,  cinchona,  ergot,  senega,  and  serpentary,  ljd. 
for  3  oz.  or  part  of  3  oz. 

Tinctures.— Chlorof.  et  morphinse  and  cannabis  indieas,  Id.  per 
oz.,  Id.  per  drachm  ;  lobelia;  tether.,  gelsemii,  and  iodi,  5a.  per  oz., 
Id.  per  drachm. 

Bandages. — Grey,  add  1  in.  Id.,  21  in.,  \\d. 

Cotton-wool,  raised  to  Is.  per  lb. 

In  the  pricing  of  prescriptions,  where  an  exact  farthing  ds- 
arrived  at,  the  halfpenny  higher  is  to  be  charged.  (Halfpenny  up 
and  not  down.) 

The  agreement  takes  effect  from  April  15. 

London.— The  County  Association  of  Pharmacists  having 
pressed  the  Finance  Department  of  the  Insurance  Committee- 
last  week  for  payment  of  chemists'  accounts,  the  following 
facts  w7ere  given  as  reasons  for  delay  in  issuing  cheques  : 

1.  That  as  many  as  230  chemists  in  the  London  county  had  not 
yet  sent  their  accounts  for  the  first  quarter  to  the  Insurance 
Committee. 

2.  That  about  350  have  sent  their  prescriptions  together  with 
advice  (or  invoice)  forms,  but  have  omitted  to  enclose  the  summary 
(or  statement)  forms  for  the  total  amount  of  the  account  due  to 
them. 

In  the  interest  of  tho  whole  of  the  chemists  on  the  London 
panel,  every  endeavour  should  be  made,  writes  Mr.  G.  A. 
Tocher  (Hon.  Secretary),  to  follow  closely  the  instructions 
issued  by  the  Insurance  Committee,  so  as  to  facilitate  the 
early  payment  of  accounts.  Of  the  total  amount  of  accounts 
received  by  the  Committee,  50  per  cent,  has  now  been  paid  ; 
a  further  25  per  cent,  will  be  paid  on  account  by  May  31.. 
provided  every  chemist  on  the  London  panel  has  forwarded 
his  account  up  to  April  14  to  the  Insurance  Committee  by 
May  24.  It  would  hasten  payment  in  future  if  chemists 
would  forward  to  the  London  Insurance  Committee  pre- 
scriptions in  100-lots,  together  with  advice  (or  invoice)  forms 
a3  soon  as  possible,  and  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  the 
summary  (or  statement)  forms  for  the  total  amount  of  the 
advice  forms  sent  up  to  date. 

Norfolk  —Representatives  of  the  Norwich  and  District 
Pharmaceutical  Association  and  of  the  Norfolk  Medical 
Committee  have  considered  together  the  new  tariff,  and  the 
doctors  agreed  to  it. 

Northampton.— At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Northampton 
Chemists'  Association,  Mr.  H.  Rolfe  (Hon.  Secretary) 
reported  that  he  had  seen  nearly  all  the  chemists  in  the' 
town,  and  they  were  willing  to  copy  Insurance  prescriptions 
for  the  penny  fee,  and  he  understood  from  the  Secretary 
to  the  Insurance  Committee  that  the  doctors  also  are  agree- 
able to  the  proposal. 
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Nottingham.— The  Medical  Benefit  Sub-committee  of  the 
Insurance  Committee  is  to  report  on  Friday  in  regard  to 
applications  from  insured  persons  to  bo  allowed  to  make 
their  own  arrangements  that  the  Committee  have  given 
further  consideration  to  the  matter  referred  back  to  them  by 
the  Insurance  Committee  at  their  meeting  on  March  14,  and 
by  a  majority  have  decided  to  recommend  that  the  applica- 
tions of  insured  persons  to  be  allowed  to  make  their  own 
arrangements  with  a  view  to  their  receiving  treatment  from 
herbal  practitioners  be  not  granted. 

Portsmouth.— The  difficulty  between  the  Medical  Com- 
mittee and  chemists  as  to  six  stock  mixtures  has  been 
settled. 

Rochdale.— During  the  first  quarter  30,469  prescriptions 
were  dispensed  by  thirty  panel  chemists,  at  a  total  cost  of 
905?.,  two-thirds  of  which  has  been  paid  to  them.  The 
average  cost  of  ordinary  prescriptions  w,as  l.VZd.,  and  for 
specials  12.25cZ.  ;  but  there  were  few  of  the  latter,  as  the 
whole  average  was  7.3<2. 

Southport.  — Chemists'  accounts  for  the  first  quarter 
amounted  to  325Z.  9s.  7>d.  As  the  Insurance  Committee  has 
not  sufficient  money  to  pay  them,  it  has  applied  to  the 
Commissioners  for  500Z.,  so  as  to  pay  the  bills  in  full  before 
May  27. 

Staffordshire.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee on  May  10,  the  Medical  Benefit  Committee  reported 
that  difficulties  had  arisen  as  to  dispensing  in  the  Stone  and 
Eccleshall  districts.  It  was  decided  to  make  inquiries  into 
the  matter  and  report  at  a  future  meeting.  It  was  decided 
to  apply  to  the  Commissioners  for  an  advance  of  15,938?. 
for  the  payment  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  chemists'  and  doctors' 
accounts. 

Sussex. — (East.)  The  Insurance  Committee  decided  last' 
week  to  point  out  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  alteration 
in  the  regulations  with  regard  to  the  balance  of  the  Drug 
Fund  is  contrary  to  the  understanding  upon  which  the  Com- 
mittee invited  chemists  to  enter  into  the  contracts.  "  What 
procedure  is  to  be  adopted  in  the  event  of  there  being  a 
balance  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter?  "  ask  the  Com- 
mittee.— (West.)  The  Insurance  Committee  have  agreed  to 
pay  Id.  for  copying  prescriptions  when  necessary,  after 
consultation  with  the  local  Medical  Committee.  Otherwise 
the  new  tariff  is  the  basis  of  the  continued  agreement. 

Wiltshire.— The  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees having  failed  to  come  to  an  agreement  as  to  the 
definition  of  "  rural  area,"  the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-com- 
mittee invited  them  into  conference,  which  has  resulted  in 
the  following  recommendation  : 

That  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Wilts  be  deemed  a,  rural  area 
•excepting  (a)  any  portion  of  a  Local  Government  urban  district. 
(b)  a  parish  not  in  such  an  urban  district  with  a  population  of 
over  1,000  and  a  resident  chemist  (or  that  portion  of  an  adjoining 
parish),  within  one  and  a-half  mile  of  such  chemist's  place  of 
business. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  the  doctors 
present  objected  to  (6),  and  Mr.  J.  Oliver,  the  pharma- 
ceutical representative  on  the  Committee,  replied  with  such 
effect  that  when  the  doctors'  amendment  was  put  the  five 
doctors  only  voted  for  it ;  the  remaining  members  of  the 
Committee  supported  the  Sub-committee's  recommendation. 
This  one  and  a-half  mile  affects  Cricklade,  Wootton  Bassett, 
Highworth,  Pewsey,  Tisbury,  Mere,  Downton,  and  Corsham, 
and  thoroughly  covers  the  outskirts  of  those  places.  The 
Insurance  Sub-committee  recommended  an  immediate  pay- 
ment of  one-half  portion  of  the  chemists'  accounts,  but  Mr. 
J.  Oliver  moved  that  the  chemists  should  be  paid  75  per 
cent.,  and  this  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  there  will  be  sufficient  funds  to  meet  all  the 
drug  accounts.  The  drug  tariff,  which  had  been  further 
revised,  has  been  accepted  by  the  Insurance  Committee. 
The  chief  features  of  the  County  Pharmacists'  Association 
revisions  are  a  dispensing-fee  for  pills,  the  abolition  of  the 
flat  rate  for  tinctures,  and  all  the  waters,  except  camphor, 
chloroform,  and  distilled,  are  to  be  Id.  for  3  oz.,  while  inf. 
gent,  co.  is  classed  with  inf.  buchu,  etc.  Boric,  carbolic,  and 
white-precipitate  ointments  are  revised  to  li,d.  per  oz.,  while 
no  quantities  are  to  be  charged  less  than  Id.,  except  where 
indicated. 

Worcester — The  revised  tariff  is  adopted,  except  that  the 
old  arrangement  as  to  bottles  stands,  and  the  copying-fee  is 
not  to  be  allowed.  The  Committee  is  providing  special 
prescription-books  for  the  doctors. 

Insurance  Committees. 

The  following  pharmacists  have  been  elected  as  chemists' 
representatives  on  their  local  Insurance  Committees: 
Mr.  J.  T.  Fleet,  Rugby. 
Mr.  F.  Goldby,  Enfield. 
Mr.  Percy  Jacques.  Heywood,  Lanes. 
Mr.  H.  E.  Baker,  Head  Street,  Colchester. 


ASSOCIATION  AFFAISS. 

Association  Delegates'  Meeting.-We  are  indebted  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  an  account  of  the  meeting 
of  delegates  from 
chemists'  local  Associa- 
tions which  was  con- 
vened at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon. 
May  7,  and  a  list  of 
over  250  who  were 
present.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  quote  in 
respect  to  matters 
which  were  not  dealt 
with  in  the  C.  £  D. 
last  week.  No  one 
from  the  Thames 
Valley  district  was 
present  to  propose  the 
desirability  of  setting 
up  a  qualification  for 
dispensing  under  a 
qualified  pharmacist, 
but  Mr.  Chas.  Hare  ■ 
(Southport),  supported 
by  Mr.  W.  Nimmo 
(Sunderland),  moved 
that  no  Intermediate 
examination  should  be 
established.  After  discussion,  it  was  resolved,  on  a  sugges- 
tion from  Mr.  J.  W.  Cussons  (Dorchester),  that  the  subject 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Council.  On  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Leo  Joseph  (Cardiff),  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Jones  (Cardiff), 
it  was  resolved  that  the  Society  be  asked  to  take  steps  to 
secure  compulsory  registration  of  all  pharmacists  annually. 
Mr.  J.  B.  McVitae,  representing  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 


Me.  Charles  Davis 
end  Mb.  H.  Hutton, 
both   of  Leamington  Spa. 


(From  left  to  right.) 
Mr.  Mioretoii  Parry,    Liverpool;  Mr.  Mallinson,  Manchester;  Mr. 
Cooling,  Birkenhead;   Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  President  of  the  Man- 
chester Pharmaceutical  Association.    The  photographs  were  taken 
in  King-sway  by  Mr.  J.  Cleworth,  Manchester. 

Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  brought  _  forward  the  pro- 
position that  it  is  advisable  that'  the  business  side  of  phar- 
macy should  possess  an  organisation  distinct  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  his  remarks  were  interrupted 
by  cries  of  "  Tea  !  Tea  !  "  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
before  Mr.  McVitae  could  give  a  full  explanation. 

Bradford.— The  Bradford  Pharmacists'  Association  met 
at  the  Bradford  Chamber  of  Trade  rooms  on  May  6,  Mr. 
M.  Firth  presiding.  Reference  having  been  made  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  J.  Faull,  and  a  vote  of  condolence  with  the 
family  expressed,  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  F.  E.  Burdett)  read 
the  Decimal  Association's  statement  about  the  metric  system 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  whereupon  the  Chairman  expressed 
the  opinion  that  if  what  the  Association  said  is  done,  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient  for  chemists ;  in  fact,  the  whole 
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system  of  the  country  would  need  alteration  before  the 
metric  system  could  be  adopted  by  the  pharmacists.  Mr. 
D.  S.  Priestley  and  Mr.  H.  R.  Jackson  spoke  to 
the  same  effect,  after  which  it  wa6  decided  to  write 
a  letter  of  protest,  which  should  be  forwarded  from 
the  Association  to  the  British  Medical  Association 
[General  Medical  Council,  it  should  be. — Editok],  and 
to  communicate  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  urging  them  to  direct  their  influence 
against  the  proposal.  Mr.  J.  A.  Priestley,  manager  of 
the  Albion  Drug-stores,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion. Mr.  Firth  stated  that,  with  the  exception  of  one,  all 
the  qualified  men  in  the  Bradford  and  Shipley  districts 
are  members  of  the  Association. 

Cambridge.  —A  meeting  of  the  "Junior"  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association  was  held  at  Mr.  E.  Savillo  Peck's  residence 
on  April  30,  when  he  gave  a  short  lecture,  on  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  He  afterwards  answered  numerous  ques- 
tions. 

Chemists'  Defence  Association.— The  report  to  be  sub- 
mitted at  the  twelfth  annual  meeting  in  July  states  that 
115  new  members  have  joined,  making  the  membership,  on 
April  17,  4,170.  Examples  are  given  of  subjects  on  which 
legal  advice  has  been  given  and  of  cases  on  which  claims 
for  damages  have  been  paid.  The  amount  paid  as  damages 
was  370?.  7s.  3d.,  against  338?.  16s.  5(7.  in  the  previous  year. 
In  two  instances  the  sums  thus  expended  were  about  100?. 
each.  The  police-court  cases  were  of  exceptional  import- 
ance. The  defence  that  chloride  of  lime  is  not  a  food  or  a 
drug  succeeded  at  Leicester.  In  the  case  in  which  the 
ammoniated  tincture,  so  labelled,  was  supplied  for  tincture 
of  quinine,  the  charge  was  dismissed,  with  3?.  3s.  costs,  in 
favour  of  defendants.  The  Income  and  Expenditure  Account 
for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1912,  shows  that  subscrip- 
tions were  2.050?.  2s.  6(7.,  commissions  from  insurance  com- 
panies 38?.  15s.  3d.,  dividends  129?.  4s.  3(7.,  and  interest  on 
deposit  14?.  5s.  10(7.,  making  a  total  of  2,232?.  8s.  2(7.  The 
expenses  include :  Claims,  370?.  7s.  7(7.;  salaries,  296?.  17s.  3(7.; 
"  Anti-Cutting  Record,"  242?.  0s.  6(7.  ;  legal  charges, 
192?.  14s.  9(7.  ;  travell  ing  expenses,  77?.  19s.  6(7.  ;  printing 
and  stationery,  357.  18s.  2(7.;  "Year-book,"  82?.  13s.  8(7.; 
directors'  fees,  35?.  14.S. ;  postages,  317.  16s.  Id.  ;  rent, 
33?.  15s. ;  directors'  fares,  9?.  17s.  4(7.  ;  analyses,  30?.  12s.  Id. ; 
office  cleaning  and  heating,  7?.  12s.  4(7.  ;  donation  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  National  Health  Insurance, 
52?.  10s.  The  balance  in  excess  of  income  is  685?.  18s.  2(7. : 
this  is  carried  to  the  balance-sheet,  which  is  duly  appended. 

Forfarshire.— A  meeting  of  panel  chemists  of  Dundee, 
Arbroath,  and  Forfarshire  was  held  in  Mather's  Hotel, 
Dundee,  on  May  7,  to  consider  the  forming  of  a  strong 
Union  of  Chemists  in  the  district.  Wo  briefly  reported  the 
matter  last  week.  Mr.  C.  Stephen  was  called  to  the  chair. 
He  referred  to  the  new  conditions  created  by  the  National 
Insurance  Act,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  time  had 
come  when,  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  the  Dundee 
Pharmacists'  Association  and  the  older  county  Association 
of  Chemists  should  work  together.  He  outlined  the  necessi- 
ties and  possibilities  under  the  Act.  and  referred  to  the 
work  that  had  been  done  by  the  Local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee on  Insurance,  of  which  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomson  has  been 
Chairman.  Mr.  Thomson  supported  Mr.  Stephens's  state- 
ment, saying  that  he  thought  there  was  no  question  on  the 
matter,  but  that  the  chemists  should  have  one  Association 
which  would  include  every  chemist  on  the  panels.  Ex- 
Baillie  Doig  and  Mr.  T.  S.  Peebles  also  supported  union, 
and  on  the  motion  of  the  last-named  it  was  agreed  to  form 
an  Association  to  embrace  all  chemists  on  the  panels  of 
Dundee,  Arbroath,  and  Forfarshire,  the  title  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  be  "  The  Dundee  and  East  of  Scotland  Pharma- 
ceutical Association."  Officers  were  appointed  as  reported 
last  week,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomson  suggested  that  they 
should  draft  a  form  of  constitution  and  map  out  districts, 
each  of  which  would  be  represented  on  the  committee,  and 
submit  these  to  an  early  meeting.  It  was  decided  that  the 
annual  outing  would  be  held  on  Victoria  Day.  May  21, 
when  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  Large  turn-out.  Ladies  are 
invited.  Particulars  can  bo  obtained  from  the  Secretary, 
Mr.  G.  J.  Lindsay,  111  Nethergate,  Dundee. 

Great  Yarmouth.—Tho  monthly  meeting  of  the  Great 
Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  on  May  1. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Richmond  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  six 
other  members  present.  Letters,  mostly  unsatisfactory,  were 
read  from  various  firms  who  had  been  written  to  asking 
that  their  proprietaries  be  placed  on  the  P.A.T.A.  Messrs. 
Richmond,  Poll,  and  Hill  were  elected  the  local  Organisa- 
tion Committee;  and  Messrs.  Richmond,  Palmer,  Hill,  and 
Shearman  were  appointed  the  Insurance  Committee. 

London.  —The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  was  held  at  73  New-nan  Street,  W.,  on  May  1, 
Mr.  P.  B.  Phillips  presiding.      The  Secretaries'  reports 


were  highly  satisfactory,  and  showed  that  progress 
had  been  made  in  several  directions,  especially  in 
the  membership  roll,  which  now  stands  at  140.  The 
financial  position  is  sound,  there  being  a  bank  balance  of 
53?.  The  expenditure  had  increased  owing  to  the  heavy 
cost  of  publishing  the  "Proceedings,"  this  accounting  for 
a  slight  loss  on  the  work  of  the  session.  The  reports  were 
adopted.  Mr.  Ha6lam  proposed  a.  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Secretaries,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  volume  of  work 
which  fell  to  their  lot  and  the  very  able  and  enthusiastic 
manner  in  which  they  had  carried  it  through.  The  motion 
was  carried.  Mr.  J.  D.  Kienel  was  then  presented  with 
the  prize  for  his  "  Investigation  of  Phosphorus  Prepara- 
tions." It  consisted  of  the  Association's  silver  medal  with 
a  cheque  for  5?.,  and  a  copy  of  Remington's  "  Practice  of 
Pharmacy "  presented  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.  The  President's  valedictory  address  followed.  The 
report_  of  the  scrutineers  on  the  voting-papers  for  the  new 
Council  was  presented  by  Mr.  E.  King,"  and  the  following 
were  elected:  ^  Messrs.  'Roberts,  Phillips,  Styles.  Haigh, 
Arrowsmith,  Kienel.  Tocher,  Crossley-Holland,  Thompson, 
Warrick.  Brittain,  Gosling,  McMillan,  and  Andrews.  Mr. 
Crossley-Holland  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring 
President,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Brittain  and  carried. 
Votes  of  thanks  were  also  accorded  to  the  Treasurer, 
Scrutineers,  and  Auditors. 

Manchester  Optical.- The  annual  general  meeting  of 
the  Manchester  and  North  of  England  Optical  Society  was 
held  in  the  Albion  Hotel,  Manchester,  on  May  7.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Kidd  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  reports  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  Alf  Hershberg)  and  of  the  Hon.  Treasurer 
(Mr.  A.  H.  Turner)  were  adopted.  The  officers  elected  for 
the  year  were  as  follows:  President.  Mr.  J.  C.  Kidd: 
Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  A.  Hershberg  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Forbes; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  H.  Turner;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Lloyd:  Committee.  Messrs.  T.  and  W.  Beardsall,  J.  Hall, 
C.  P.  Spedding,  B.  Rotenberg,  J.  W.  Oberle,  and  A.  R. 
Stocks:  Auditor.  Mr.  E.  Moore;  Librarian.  Mr.  Lloyd. 
Mr.  Kidd  and  Mr.  Hershberg  were  appointed  delegates  to 
the  National  Federation  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians.  Mr. 
Hershberg's  resignation  of  the  office  of  Secretary  is  due  to 
the  increase  of  his  work  as  organiser  of  the  National 
Federation. 

Northumberland. -Chemists  on  the  panel  for  the  county 
of  Northumberland  have  formed  an  Association  under  the 
name  of  the  Northumberland  County  Panel  Pharmacists' 
Society.  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague  is  Chairman,  the  other 
officers  being  Mr.  Geo.  Cormack  (Blyth),  Vice-Chairman;  and 
Mr.  G.  R.  Patterson  (Hirst),  Secretary  and  Organiser.  The 
Committee  representing  the  various  sections  of  the  county 
was  arranged  as  follows:  Mr.  Newbigin,  Alnwick;  Mr. 
James  Whittle,  Morpeth;  Mr.  H.  H.  Denton,  Blyth;  Mr. 
David  Low,  Hexham:  Mr.  M.  Todd,  Shiremoor;  Mr.  Wray, 
Lemington ;  Mr.  N.  Craig,  Berwick ;  and  Mr.  George  Bea 
Patterson,  Ashington. 

Nottingham.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Nottingham 
Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, May  14,  Mr.  C.  F.  Carr  (Vice-President)  presiding.  The 
Council's  report  was  read  and  confirmed.  Mr.  Eberlin  sug- 
gested taking  stronger  measures  to  suppress  the  sales  of 
diachylon.  The  Treasurer's  report  was  adopted.  The 
following  officers  were  elected :  President.  Alderman  R. 
FitzHugh,  J.P.  ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  A.  Middleton; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  P.  Middleton:  Secretaries,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Carr  and  Mr.  E.  E.  H.  Turton  ;  Committee,  Messrs.  A.  E. 
Beilby,  T.  Freeman,  W.  Gill,  G.  J.  R.  Parkes.  H.  C.  Prince, 
C.  E.  Reynolds,  J.  T.  Robson,  and  F.  Ross  Sergeant.  Mr. 
Gill  reported  on  the  conference  held  in  London  last  week. 
Mr.  Beilby  proposed,  and  Mr.  Ross  Sergeant  seconded,  and 
it  was  agreed,  that  47.  4s.  be  sent  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  on  Insurance.  Messrs.  Dickenson  and 
French  were  elected  auditors.  Messrs.  A.  Middleton  and 
Gill  were  elected  delegates  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  picnic  during  the 
summer.  Mr.  Herbert  Cragg,  Arkwright  Street,  was  elected 
a  member. 

Paisley.— The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Paisley  Phar- 
maceutical Association  was  held  on  Tuesday,  May  13.  The 
President  (Mr.  Fraser)  made  sympathetic  reference  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Henry  Hannah,  and  the  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  send  a  letter  of  condolence  to  Mrs.  Hannah.  The 
annual  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  showed  that 
the  Association  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  and  that 
there  is  a  good  balance  to  be  carried  forward  to  next 
session.  The  President  mentioned  that  the  Paisley  Burgh 
Insurance  Committee  had  agreed  to  a  suggestion  by  Mr. 
Stewart  (Secretary)  to  deduct  only  8  per  cent,  off  the 
quarter's  account  as  deferred  payment.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  R.  T.  McCowan,  seconded  by  Mr.  D.  Hendry  (Ren- 
frew),  the    following   office-bearers   and    committee  were 


I 


Index    Folio  761 


56 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DEUGGIST 


May  17,  1913 


unanimously  re-elected:  President,  Mr.  A.  Eraser;  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  W.  Sim;  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  Stewart;  Trea- 
surer, Mr.  A.  H.  Paton ;  Committee,  Messrs.  Leokie,  Reid 
(Paisley),  Hendry  (Renfrew),  and  McConnell  (Johnstone). 
The  meeting  discussed  a  suggestion  for  closing  chemists' 
shops  at  8  p.m.,  and  it  was  agreed  that  there  should  be 
■voluntary  closing  at  that  hour  except  on  Tuesdays  and 
Saturdays.  The  hour  for  closing  on  Saturday  is  to  be 
10  p.m.,  and  the  Sunday  hours  are  to  be  1  to  2  p.m.  and 
5  to  7  p.m. 

Portsmouth  pharmacists  held  a  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  14,  to  wind  up  the  winter  session,  about 
twenty-five  members  being  present.  Mr.  W.  A.  Bell  pre- 
sided. Mr.  G.  A.  Harbin,  a  director  of  the  Timothy  White 
'Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Egerton  were  welcomed  as  new 
members.  Messrs.  Rhodes  and  Upson  gave  an  account  of 
their  visit  to  the  meeting  of  Association  delegates  in  London 
last  week,  and  some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  that  more 
had  not  been  achieved.  The  qualifications  of  the  candi- 
dates for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  election  were  dis- 
cussed. Arrangements  for  the  summer  outing  were  left  to 
the  Entertainment  Committee. 

Royal  Institution.— The  Friday  evening  discourse  on 
May  2  was  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Plimmer,  F.R.S.,  on  "Blood 
Parasites."  Sir  James  Crichton-Browne  was  in  the  chair. 
The  lecturer  referred  to  the  great  practical  and  economic 
importance  of  blood  parasites  owing  to  the  diseases^  they 
^ause.  Witn  Laveran's  discovery  of  the  malaria  parasite  in 
1880  bacteria  were  ousted  from  the  proud  position  which 
they  occupied  as  the  cause  of  diseases,  a  change  not  alto- 
gether desirable.  The  science  is  unfortunately  suffering 
from  a  vast  mass  of  fragmentary  literature  and  much  doubt- 
ful generalising.  The  nomenclature  is  also  very  trouble- 
some, some  small  parasites  having  from  ten  to  fifteen 
different  names.  The  lecturer  then  explained  the  structure 
of  the  blood  and  the  functions  of  the  leukocytes.  There  are 
five  kinds  of  leukocytes  in  normal  blood,  the  main  functions 
being  as  means  of  respiration  and  nutrition,  and  as  a  defence 
against  invasion  their  properties  almost  amount  to  con- 
sciousness. Dealing  then  with  the  definition  of  blood 
parasites,  the  lecturer  showed  that  they  are  distributed  over 
an  enormous  area  geographically,  and  the  varieties  are  very 
numerous.  An  examination  of  the  blood  of  about  8,000 
animals  in  the  Zoological  Gardens  has  revealed  the  presence 
of  parasites  in  the  blood  of  577  specimens.  The  parasites 
•of  the  plasma  and  the  blood-corpuscles  were  then  dealt 
with  separately,  and  a  large  number  of  photo-micrographs 
were  projected  on  the  lantern  screen.  To  give  an  idea  of 
the  enormous  magnification  of  the  lantern  exhibits,  the 
lecturer  said  that  if  a  six-foot  man  were  magnified  as  much 
as  the  chicken  cholera  parasite  shown  on  the  screen,  he 
would  be  from  fifty  to  sixty  miles  high.  Spirochaetse,  filarise, 
and  trypanosomes  were  dealt  with  at  some  length,  and,  refer- 
ring to  sleeping-sickness,  mention  was  made  of  the  new 
treatment  that  is  being  tried.  This  consists  of  the  intro- 
duction of  finely  divided  metallic  antimony  into  the  circu- 
lation, the  metal  being  converted  by  the  leukocytes  into 
a  soluble  salt.  In  the  case  of  a  rat  an  injection  of  1£  grain 
caused  the  disappearance  of  all  parasites  within  an  hour, 
although  to  ensure  permanence  four  doses  have  been  found 
to  be  necessary. — Professor  W.  Stirling,  of  Manchester 
University,  in  the  third  of  his  lectures  on  Some  Pecent 
Physioloaical  Inquiries,  at  the  Royal  Institution,  Albemarle 
Street,  London.  W.,  on  May  13,  dealt  with  ductless 
glands  and  their  dominating  influences.  The  specific 
internal  secretions  or  hormones  of  the  ductless  glands  were 
described  as  chemical  messengers.  The  response  to  such 
action  throuorh  the  blood-stream  is  slower  than  by  means 
of  nerves.  Mention  was  made  of  the  origin  of  ductless 
glands  as  outgrowths  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  the 
connection  of  those  of  the  mouth  and  pharvnx  with  the  gill- 
slit's.  The  enormous  activity  of  these  small  bodies  was  well 
illustrated  by  the  statement  that  the  whole  of  the  blood  in 
the  human  body  passes  through  the  thyroid  gland  sixteen 
times  in  twenty-four  hours.  Some  striking  photographs 
were  thrown  on  the  screen  to  show  the  improvement  effected 
in  cretinous  mvxoedematous  persons  by  treatment  with 
'thyroid;  and  the  production  of  tetanous  conditions  through 
disease  of  the  para-thyroid.  What  the  pineal  gland  does  is 
not  known,  the  suggestion  being  that  it  is  the  "  seat  of  the 
soul  " — in  other  words,  is  concerned  with  our  finer  thought's. 
The  composite  nature  of  the  pituitary  body  (or  hypophysis) 
was  described.  The  posterior  portion,  consisting  of  two 
kinds  of  cells  (nerve-fibres  and  much  fewer  nerve-cells),  is 
derived  from  the  brain,  while  the  anterior  portion  (com- 
posed of  one  ki^rl  of  cells)  is  an  outgrowth  from  the  roof 
of  the  mouth.  Disease  of  the  anterior  part  of  this  gland 
leads  to  acromegaly  (growth  of  the  extremities)  and  repro- 
duction of  much  the  same  state  of  affairs  as  in  the  gorilla. 
The  appearance  of  "  Punch  "  as  a  typical  acromegalic  caused 
considerable  amusement.     There  is  thus  something  in  Keith's 


suggestion  that  its  secretion  sensitised  the  surface,  subject  to 
the  pull  of  muscles.  In  gigantism  the  difference  is  that 
growth  takes  place  throughout  the  whole  of  the  body.  The 
reciprocal  relations  between  certain  ductless  glands  and 
the  ovaries  was  mentioned,  as  also  the  enormous  excretion 
of  milk  following  the  injection  of  infundibulin  from  the 
anterior  pituitary  gland.  The  thymus  gland  was  described 
as  essentially  the  gland  of  infancy.  The  connection  of  the 
suprarenal  glands  with  the  sympathetic  nervous  system  was 
demonstrated,  and  the  connection  between  Addison's  disease 
and  diseased  suprarenal  capsules  was  enlarged  upon.  It 
was  remarked  that  the  hormone  from  the  adrenals  on 
injection  gave  only  a  temporary  rise  in  blood-pressure,  while 
that  from  the  pituitary  gland  gave  a  great  and  sustained 
increase.  The  latter  led  Blair  Bell  to  suggest  the  injection 
of  infundibulin  to  lessen  shock  of  operation,  the  idea  being 
to  tide  over  the  period  of  low  blood-pressure.  The  pro- 
duction of  arterio-sclerosis  by  continual  dosing  with  supra- 
renal extract  was  shown.  In  conclusion,  Professor  'Stirling 
remarked  that  physiologists  knew  uncommonly  little  of  how 
these  important  ductless  glands  affected  the  well-being  and 
reproduction  of  animals.  The  lecture  was  splendidly  illus- 
trated by  means  of  the  epidiascope,  models,  specimens,  dis- 
sections, and  lantern-slides. 

Scbool  of  Pharmacy  Past  Students'  Association.— 
The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  members  was  held  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  on  May  7,  Professor  H.  G. 
Greenish,  F.I.C.,  F.L.S.,  presiding.  The  report  of  the 
committee  showed  that  210  members  had  joined  the  Associa- 
tion during  the  year,  and  that  co-operation  with  the  present 
students  had  resulted  in  increased  attendances  at  the  various 
school  functions.  The  balance-sheet,  audited  by  Messrs. 
Harrison  and  Gulliver,  showed  receipts  44Z.  6.5.  and  expenses 
27?.  0s.  2d.  Ha  was  adopted.  A  fitting  tribute  was  paid  to 
Mr.  W.  H.  Allen  for  his  successful  editorship  of  the 
"  Square  Chronicle."  Mr.  Edmund  White,  B.Sc,  F.I.C., 
was  chosen  as  President  for  the  coming  year.  Mr.  Harry 
Martin  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  services  as  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, and  unanimously  re-elected.  Mr.  Vivian  C.  Hewlett 
was  also  reappointed  Hon.  Treasurer.  A  ballot  for  com- 
mittee resulted  in  the  election  of  Miss  Buchanan,  Professor 
Greenish,  and  Messrs.  W.  H.  Allen,  R.  R.  Bennett,  Alan 
Francis,  C.  H.  Hampshire,  W.  ~B.  Nelson,  and  W.  R.  Pratt. 
Professor.  Greenish  was  cordially  thanked  for  services  as 
President. 


NEW  BOOKS. 

Any  of  these  books  printed  in  the  United  Kingdom  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers  on 
application  (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher,  4Z  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C.  These  notes  do  not  exclude  subsequent 
reviews. 

Elbrow,  G.  The  New  English  System  of  Money,  Weights 
and  Measures,  and  of  Arithmetic.  7x4|.  Pp.  40.  Is. 
(P.  S.  King  &  Son,  Orchard  House,  Westminster.)  [The 
author,  an  engineer  rear-admiral,  proposes  a  duodenal 
system,  and  to  make  the  arithmetic  equally  simple  with 
decimal  arithmetic  represents  the  base  figure  12  by  the  figure 
10,  and  the  figures  10  and  11  by  new  figures  called  "  teen  " 
and  "  lin  "  respectively.  The  values  of  other  figures  are 
altered  correspondingly..  The  author  further  introduces  into 
the  tables  of  length,  capacity,  and  weight  six  new  terms — ■ 
viz.,  point,  quin,  burden,  duor,  mil,  and  royal.  The  much 
over-worked  term'."  mil"  this  time  crops  up  as  a  coin. 
There  is  also  "  palm,"  equal  to  3  in.  Specimens  are  given 
of  new  tables  and  revised  arithmetic] 

Gattefosse,  R.  M.  Technique  de  la  Fabrication  des  Par- 
fums  Naturels  et  Artificicls.  ,  10^x8^.  Pp.  30.  (Legendre, 
14  Rue  Bellecordiere,  Lyons.)  [An  illustrated  account  of 
the  methods  of  extracting  perfumes  from  raw  materials. 
The  pamphlet  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  dealing 
with  natural  perfumes  and  the  second  with  the  artificial  pro- 
ducts.] 

Mercantile  Year-Book  and  Directory  of  Exporters  for  1913. 
7|x4f.  Pp. '704.  10s..  (Lindley  Jones  &  Brother,_  16  St. 
Helen's  Place,  London,  E.C.)  _  [The  twenty-seventh  issue  of 
a  useful  book.  It  is  divided  into  six  parts.  Part  I.  gives 
a  list  of  exporters  in  London  in  street  order,  with  an  indica- 
tion of  the  goods  shipped  and  the  ports  of  destination. 
These  are  arranged  in  the  form  of  itineraries.  Part  II.  is 
a  list  of  importers  in  British  Colonies  and  foreign  countries, 
arranged  under  countries  with  the  names  of  the  European 
house  or  buying  agency.  Part  III.  classifies  exporters  under 
the  names  of  articles  of  merchandise  in  which  they  specialise. 
Part  IV.  gives  the  names  in  alphabetical  order  of  the 
merchant  exporters  of  London,  Part  V.  does  the  same  for 
exporters  in  the  chief  provincial  cities,  and  Part  VI.  gives 
Continental  exporters.] 
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Chemists  at  Play. 


Football.— We  have  received  from  Mr.  George  Keppie, 
Langside,  Glasgow,  photographs  of  the  teams  representing 


The  Edisbuugh  Team. 

the  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  and  the  Athletic 
Section  of  the  Glasgow  Chemists'  Association,  who  played  in 


The  Glasgow  Team. 

Glasgow  on  Saturday,  May  10.  These  we  reproduce.  Who 
the  winners  were  we  are  not  informed. 

Coif.  —In  connection  with  the  Rainy  Brown  Golf  Trophy, 
presented   by    Mr.    D.   Rainy  Brown,    the   first  inter-city 


match  between  teams  representative  of  the  drug-trade  in 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  was  played  over  the  course  of  the 


Bruntsfield  Links  Golfing  Society,  at  Davidson's  Mains, 
near  Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  May  13,  and  resulted 
in  a  win  for  Edinburgh  by  fourteen  matches  to  five,  one 
match  being  halved.  The  teams  and  the  result  of  their 
play  are  appended.  The  weather  was  delightful,  and  the- 
green  in  first-class  condition.  The  visitors  were  entertained 
to  tea  in  the  club-house  by  the  home  team,  and  thereafter 
the  trophy  was  presented  to  the  winners  by  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw 
Ewing,  J. P.,  Captain  of  the  Bruntsfield  Club.  Mr.  Geo. 
Macdonald  (Captain  of  the  Glasgow  team)  proposed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  donor  of  the  trophy,  which  Mr.  Rainy 
Brown  acknowledged.  The  next  competition,  which  is 
intended  to  be  annual,  will  be  decided  over  a  Glasgow 
course.    After  tea  friendly  foursomes  were  played  : 


Edinburgh. 

Glasgow. 

1. 

D.  Rainy  Brown 

..  1 

Osborne  Hatrick 

...  0 

2. 

James  Stott  ... 

..  0 

R.  M.  Jack 

...  1 

3. 

Jas.  Finlay  ... 

..  1 

D.  M.  Henderson 

...  0 

4. 

W.  Gibb 

..  1 

John  Murchie 

...  0 

5. 

J.  A.  Cochrane 

..  1 

Geo.  Macdonald 

...  a 

6. 

A.  C.  Aitken 

..  0 

Jas.  Anderson 

...  l 

7. 

T.  Laurie 

..  0 

Robt.  Graham 

...  l 

8. 

W.  C.  Baker  ... 

..  1 

J.  E.  Black 

...  0 

9. 

A.  F.  Dawson 

..  1 

Geo.  McLennon  ... 

...  0 

10. 

Geo.  Robertson 

..  0 

Don.  Morrison 

...  0 

11. 

Geo.  Lunan  ... 

..  1 

A.  J.  H.  Saunders 

...  0 

12. 

J.  P.  Gibb  ... 

..  1 

Hugh  Thomson  ... 

...  0 

13. 

W.  L.  Beaumont 

..  0 

John  Howat 

...  1 

14. 

A.  Turner  Ewing  . 

..  0 

W.  J.  Moffat 

...  1 

15. 

A.  J.  Clark  ... 

..  1 

W.  Sivewright 

...  0 

16. 

A.  J.  Dey 

..  1 

A.  McEwan 

...  0 

17. 

W.  Lyon 

..  1 

W.  S.  Galbraith  ... 

...  0 

18. 

Chas.  Stewart 

..  1 

W.  Thomson 

...  0 

19. 

J.  Noble 

..  1 

W.  W.  Wilson  ... 

...  0 

20. 

W.  B.  Cowie  ... 

..  1 

W.  D.  Aitcheson  ... 

...  0 

14 

s 

VETERINARY  NOTES. 

By  a  M.R.C.V.S. 


Scaly  Legs  in  Fowls. 

This  disease  is  mostly  found  in  old  birds,  and  is 
caused  by  a  parasite  of  the  mange  order.  It  is  a 
nasty  and  loathsome  disease,  but  if  taken  in  its  earlier 
stages  the  cure  is  simple — viz.,  wash  the  legs  with  soap 
and  warm  water,  then  rub  in  neatsfoot  oil,  followed  by  a 
little  vaseline,  or  equal  parts  of  turpentine  and  paraffin 
rubbed  in  with  a  hard  brush  after  the  washing  proves 
effectual. 

Cramp  in  Dogs, 

especially  those  housed  in  damp  kennels,  or  recover- 
ing from  rheumatism,  is  often  seen.  Ths  limb,  or  limbs, 
become  quite  hard  and  the  animal  suffers  intense  pain. 
When  detected  it  can  be  removed  for  the  time  by  rub- 
bing, bathing,  and  exercise.  When  a  dog  is  susceptible 
to  cramp  keep  him  warm,  dry,  and  out  of  chills,  and 
give  a  tablespoonful  of  the  following  night  and  morn- 
ing :— 

Sodii  salicylatis    siij. 

Aquam  ad   3viij. — M. 

Rub  night  and  morning  a  little  of  the  following  over 
the  parts  usually  affected  : — 

Lin.  capsici   3j. 

Lin.  belladonnae     ...       ...       ...  3j- 

Lin.  opii    3j. 

Lin.  aconiti    3j. — M. 

Feather-pulling  in  Parrots. 

This  is  a  very  bad  habit  caused  by  the  feeding  and 
solitariness,  and  once  it  gets  a  hold  it  is  not  easily 
stopped.  Butcher-meat  should  be  strictly  forbidden. 
Give  plenty  of  grit  to  aid  digestion,  fresh  water  three 
or  four  times  daily,  sunflower  and  hemp  seeds,  fats, 
almonds,  and  the  like.  Maize  soaked  with  warm  water, 
a  little  biscuit,  and  fruit  in  eeason  are  of  great  benefit. 
If  at  all  possible  and  convenient  the  company  of  another 
bird,  a  parrot  preferably,  is  very  effective,  as  there  is 
not  so  much  time  taken  up  in  mischief,  its  attention  being 
otherwise  engaged. 
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POISONING  FATALITIES. 


Seventeen  deaths  due  to  poisons  have  been  recorded  since 
our  issue  of  May  3. 

Bromide. — At'  the  inquest  on  a  Dover  resident  named 
Treasure  (75),  it  was  stated  that  as  the  result  of  reading  a 
circular  concerning  bromide  tablets  as  relievers  of  pain, 
deceased  purchased  a  box  to  relieve  gout.  He  took  sixteen 
tablets  one  night,  and  died  the  following  day.  At  the 
inquest  the  doctor  stated  that  bromide  did  not  relieve  pain, 
but  simply  soothed  the  nerves.  He  attributed  death  to 
heart-failure,  probably  accelerated  by  the  overdose  of 
bromide.    The  jury  returned  a  verdict  accordingly. 

Carbolic  Acid  taken  intentionally  killed  Florence  Alvey 
(35),  at  Bradford. — Julia  Murray  (30),  Rathgormack,  ended 
her  life  by  taking  carbolic  acid. 

Chlorodyne  in  accidental  overdose  accounted  for  the  death 
of  EUen  Keene  (60)  at  Croydon. 

Laudanum. — An  open  verdict  was  recorded  at  the  inquest 
on  an  unknown  woman  who  died  in  Greenwich  Infirmary 
from  coma  accelerated  by  laudanum-poisoning. — Henrietta 
■Goghan  died  at  Croydon  from  an  accidental  overdose  of  this 
opiate. 

Lysol. — At  the  inquest  at  Cardiff  on  James  Henry  Jen- 
kins, coal  trimmer,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  of  "  Death 
from  coma,  the  effects  of  drinking  lysol  while  suffering  from 
delirium  tremens." 

Metal-Polish  was  the  strange  suicidal  agent  used  by  Arthur 
Richards  (46),  milkman,  at  Heme  Hill. 

Morphine. — "  Death  from  misadventure"  was  the  verdict 
at  an  inquest  at  Llanelly  on  Cyril  Fox  White  (14),  son  of 
an  Assam  tea-planter,  who  died  suddenly  at  the  residence 
of  his  uncle,  Dr.  Williams.  A  packet  containing  sufficient 
morphine  to  kill  ten  persons  was  found  in  his  bedroom,  but 
how  it'  got  there  was  not  known. 

Narcotic. — A  verdict  of  "  Suicide  during  temporary 
insanity  "  was  returned  at  an  inquest  on  Mary  Ellen 
Colclough  (19),  Stoke-on-Trent,  who  died  from  narcotic- 
poisoning. 

Potassium  Cyanide. — The  mystery  surrounding  the  death 
of  Thomas  Watt,  Middlesbrough  (C.  &  D.,  May  3,  index  folio 
669),  was  cleared  up  at  the  inquest  when  a  verdict  of  suicide 
through  taking  potassium  cyanide  during  temporary 
insanity  was  returned.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
paper  covering  of  a  Seidlitz  powder  also  taken  by  deceased 
bore  in  pencil  characters  "  Votes  or  destruction."  Mr. 
A.  C.  Wilson,  analyst,  Stockton,  said  he  found  2.37  grains  of 
cyanide  of  potassium  in  the  stomach  contents.  Witness 
stated  that  all  the  remaining  Seidlitz  powders  at  Messrs. 
Boots'  shop,  numbering  in  all  fifty-three,  were  taken  posses- 
sion of.  These  powders  were  absolutely  satisfactory,  and 
in  no  case  was  there  any  writing  on  the  wrappers.  Witness 
•explained  that  from  the  discoloration  of  the  blue  packet 
containing  the  cyanide  of  potassium,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  cyanide  had  only  been  in  the  packet  a  matter  of 
•a  few  hours.  He  found  no  trace  of  powder  on  the  lead- 
pencil  marks,  and  was  completely  of  the  opinion  that  the 
writing  had  been  done  after  the  powder  was  removed. 
Mr.  Charles  Ellington,  managing  director  of  Messrs. 
Middleton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  said  that  deceased,  who 
was  known  to  him  as  an  amateur  photographer,  purchased 
on  April  17  30  grains  of  cyanide  of  potassium  and  30  grains 
of  perchloride  of  mercury  for  photographic  purposes. 
Witness  warned  him  of  the  dangerous  nature  of  the  poison. 
Mr.  Edwin  Waring,  chief  chemist  and  director  of  Boots, 
Ltd.,  Nottingham,  explained  that  the  Seidlitz  powders  were 
made  at  Nottingham,  being  prepared  in  a  room  specially 
set  apart  for  the  purpose.  The  ingredients  were  always 
examined  and  analysed  before  being  made  into  the  packets, 
and  the  bulk  was  never  used  until  their  expert  had  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  absolutely  pure.  The  company  store 
poisons,  but  these  are  in  a  separate  building,  and  the  staff 
who  deal  with  the  Seidlitz  powders  have  no  access  whatever 
to  the  poisons.  He  was  quite  sure  that  when  the  powders 
were  issued  they  were  absolutely  pure. 

Prussic  Acid. — Fred  Bardill  (40),  assistant,  for  many  years 
with  Mr.  J.  Glover,  chemist,  St.  Helens,  committed  suicide 
by  taking  this  poison.  Deceased's  wife  died  three  months 
ago,  leaving  him  with  three  children,  and  he  had  been  very 
depressed  of  late. 

Salt  of  Lemon  was  responsible  for  the  self-inflicted  death 
of  Charles  Hinton  (54),  journeyman  joiner,  Bradford. 

Spirit  of  Salt.—  Elizabeth  Rutter  (69).  of  North  Kensing- 
ton, and  Bertha  White  (52),  Thornton  Heath,  killed  them- 
selves by  taking  this  corrosive  fluid. 

Veronal  was  responsible  for  the  suicidal  death  of  Wm. 
James  Baron  (59),  at  Levenshulme. 

W  eed-killer  containing  arsenic  was  the  suicidal  agent  used 
by  Gladys  May  Ricketts  (22),  at  St.  John's  Wood,  London. 


TRADE-MARKS. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  'obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £1)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  W.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
zS  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired,  for  a  list  of  which,  with  particulars  as  to  registra- 
tion, see  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  p.  444. 


[From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  April  30,  1913.) 
"  Actinone  "  ;  for  photographic  varnishes,  etc.  (1).    By  the- 
Vanguard  Manufacturing  Co.,   40  Broadway,  Maiden- 
head. 350,739. 

"  IsozoNE  "  ;  for  a  disinfecting  fluid  (2)  and  for  a  fluid 
food  preservative  (42).  By  Colonel  J.  A.  Fearon, 
65  Mount  Park  Road,  Ealing,  London,  W.  348,448, 
348,552. 

"Kudos":   for  chemicals  (2).    By  McDougall  Bros.,  66-68 

Port  Street,  Manchester.  350,498. 
"  Keonoleum  " ;  for  chemicals  (2).    By  W.  A.  Wayland  & 

Co.,  Ltd.,  Gosterwood  Street,  Deotford,  London,  S.E. 

350,633. 

"  Sanifac,  the  Pad  that  Cleans";  for  medicated  pads  (3). 

By  C.  D.  Steele,  26  Lawn  Avenue,  New  Rochelle,  New 

York,  U.S.A.  349,522. 
"  Emol  Keleet  "  ;   for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).      By  the 

Keltie  Products,  Ltd.,  34  Charlotte  Snuare,  Edinburgh. 

350,176. 

"  Casophos  "  ;  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).    By  Curtis  &  Co., 

48  Baker  Street,  London,  W.  350,335. 
"  VASPAROL  "  ;  for  medicinal  liquid  petroleum  (3).    By  S.  L. 

Cooper,  Carlton  House,  Lower  Regent  Street,  London, 

S.W.  350,580. 

"  Sterando  "  and  "  Anatom  "  ;   for  all  goods  (3  and  11). 

By  Anderson  &  Whitelaw,  Ltd.,  11  Broad  Street  Corner, 

Birmingham.  350,606/7. 
"  Sempebit  "  ;  for  non-medicated  surgical  instruments,  etc. 

(11).     By    "  Semperit "  Oesterreichisch-Amerikanischo 

Gummiwerke  Aktiengesellschaft,  Hutteldorferstrasse  130, 

Vienna  XIII.  350,533. 
"  Vegets  "  ;  for  animal  food  (42).    Bv  Soratt's  Patent,  Ltd., 

24  Fenchurch  Street,  London,  E.C.  349.198. 
"  Aura  "  ;  for  a  toilet  preparation  (48).    Bv  H.  W.  Saunders, 

3  Denman  Street,  London  Bridge,  S.E.  348,803. 
"  Pihpolia  "  ;  for  a  toilet  preparation  (48).    By  H.  J.  Brins- 

mead,  F.  Challen,  and  L.  J.  Shenstcne,  68  Tottenham 

Court  Road,  London,  W.  349,209. 
"Caebosol";   for  tooth-powder   (48).      By  A.   J.  Webb, 

90  Englewood  Road,  Clapham,  S.W.  349,769. 
"Lady  Gay";  for  perfumery,  etc.  (48).    By  Yardley  &  Co., 

Ltd.,    105    Carpenter's   Road,    Stratford,    London,  E. 

350,837. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal"  May  7,  1013.) 
"  SenoL  "  ;  for  photographic  chemicals,  plates,  paper,  etc. 

(1  and  39).    By  Chemische  Fabrik  auf  Actien  (vorm. 

E.  Schering),  170-171  Mullerstrasse,  Berlin.  348,784/5. 
"  Spasmos  "  ;  for  veterinary  chemicals  (2).    By  L.  C.  Tipper, 

43-45    Homer    Street,    BalsalL    Heath,  Birmingham. 

349,814. 

"  Ceosfields',"  with  silhouette  and  words  "  Joseph  Ceos- 
field  Founder  of  the  Firm  1815,"  etc.,  and  silhouette 
alone;  for  chemicals  (2),  medicinal  chemicals  (3),  goods 
(47)  .and  perfumery,  etc.  (48).  By  J.  Crosfield  &  Sons, 
Ltd  ,  Bank  Quay,  Warrington.  350.C23/24/25/26, 
350,028/29/30/31. 

"  Aphisol  " ;  for  chemicals  (2).  By  P.  Lunt  &  Co., 
41-47  Hornby  Street,  Liverpool.  349,979. 

"  Vervol  " ;  for  disinfectants  (2).  By  Luce's  Eau-de- 
Cologne  Co.,  Ltd.,  179  High  Street,  Southampton. 
350,266. 

"  Nada  "  ;  for  an  ointment  (3).  By  A.  &  T.  Carleton,  Whit- 
stable  House,  Marina,  Ramsgate.  343,194. 

"  Vasnum  " ;  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).  By  the  Wass- 
muth's  Sanum  Co.,  5  Sloane  Street,  London,  S.W. 
348,786. 

"  Prevbndis  "  ;  for  medicine  (3).  By  P.V.D.  Preparations 
Co.,  96  The  Drive,  Fulham,  London,  S.W.  349,898. 

"  .OxiNCRATE,"  with  picture  of  same;  for  liniment  (3).  By 
W  Robertson,  79  Albert  Bridge  Road,  Battersea, 
London,  S.W.  349,325. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

4a  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  May  15. 

I1  HE  week  having  been  broken  into  by  the  Whitsun 
holidays,  little  of  interest  has  transpired  and  few 
price-alterations  are  recorded.  Of  outstanding  inteiest  is 
the  report  from  Amsterdam  that  the  recent  negotiations 
between  the  quinine-makers,  bark-planters,  and  importers 
have  led  to  a  favourable  result.  The  second-hand  market 
is  firmer  on  this  news,  but  no  material  quantity  has  been 
turned  over,  business  chiefly  relating  to  odd  parcels. 
Opium  is  easier  in  primary  markets,  and  here  a  holiday 
tone  has  prevailed.  Cod-liver  oil  is  nominal,  the  Fin- 
marken  fishing  last  week  again  being  good.  Eussian  ergot 
is  tending  easier.  Florentine  orris  remains  firm,  and 
senega  is  dearer.  Among  essential  oils,  lemon  oil  is  ad- 
vancing in  Sicily,  orange  is  firm,  and  bergamot  neglected. 
Palmarosa  is  scarce,  and  sassafras  oil  is  lower.  Other 
changes  include  firmer  prices  for  copper  sulphate  with 
increased  business;  both  ammonia  sulphate  and  turpen- 
tine are  cheaper.  The  principal  movements  have  been 
as  under  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Alcohol  (German) 

Cocaine 

Ammonia 

Copper  sulphate 

Linseed  oil 

sulphate 

Lemon  oil 

Quinine 

Bergamot  oil 

Senega 

(sec.  haDds) 

Cottonseed  oil 

Ergot 

Opium 

Peppermint  oil 

(Amer.) 

Sassafras  oil 

Shellac 

Turpentine 

Cablegrams. 

New  York,  May  14. — Opi  um  is  firm  at  $6.40  per  lb. 
for  druggists'  by  single  cases.  Pepper-mint  oil  is  steady 
at  $2.80.  Cascara  sagrada  is  firmer  at  7^c,  and  senega 
has  been  advanced  to  65c.  Copaiba  balsam  is  steady  at 
50c.  Curasao  aloes  is  weak  at  7jC,  and  ipecac,  is  steady 
at  $1.85.    Hydrastis  and  mandrake  are  unchanged. 

Bergen,  May  14. — The  cod-fishing  at  Finmarken  last 
week  was  abundant,  but  weather  is  now  stormy.  The 
total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole  of  Norway  is  now 
57,779,000,  against  79,597,000,  and  the  output  of  medicinal 
oil  35,978  hectolitres,  against  59,410  hectolitres  at  the 
corresponding  period  of  1912.  The  market  for  finest 
non-congealing  Norwegian  oil  is  dull  at  about  94s.  per 
barrel  c.i.f.  terms. 

London  Markets. 

Alcohol. — German  potato-spirit  remains  very  firm,  and 
during  the  past  fortnight  an  advance  of  another  Id.  per 
proof  gal.  has  occurred.  The  price  of  perfumers'  quality 
in  bond  is  Is.  o^d.  per  proof  gal.  (plus  the  preferential 
duty  of  5d.)  in  returnable  iron  drums. 

Aloes. — The  Armadale  Castle  has  brought  55  cases 
from  Mossel  Bay.  Six  cases  of  Zanzibar  fair  quality  in 
monkey-skins  have  also  arrived. 

Bergamot  Oil  is  neglected,  with  quotations  tending 
easier,  34  to  36  per  cent,  esters  offering  at  23s.  to 
24s.  9c?.,  and  38  per  cent,  at  27s.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  which 
prices  can  be  shaded  on  spot. 


A  Palermo  advice  dated  May  10  states  that  consumers  are 
buying  hand-to-mouth  only ;  market  is  therefore  inactive, 
and  with  a  firm  order  slight  reductions  on  the  full  market 
values  might  be  obtainable. 

Camphor  (Refined). — Sales  of  Japanese  2^-lb.  slabs 
have  been  made  at  Is.  4^c?.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  July-August 
shipment. 

Cloves  are  firm  but  quiet,  Zanzibar  on  the  spot  offer- 
ing at  from  9Jc?.  to  lOd.  per  lb.  ;  to  arrive  sellers  quote 
August-October  6-|%c?.,  September-November  6|c?.,  and 
October-December  6-^gd.  per  lb.  c.i.f. ;  for  June- August 
delivery  sellers  quote  9gC?. 

Cocaine. — The  fact  that  there  is  no  Convention  among 
makers  leaves  the  actual  quoted  prices  open  to  doubt.  It 
is  possible  that  for  a  large  quantity  5.s.  6c?.  per  oz.  would 
be  accepted,  but  the  general  range  of  prices  is  between 
5s.  8c?.  and  5s.  10c?.,  the  lower  price  being  for  175-oz.  lots. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — There  is  practically  no  business  being 
done  at  the  moment,  and  prices  are  nominal  at  between 
95s.  and  100s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  for  finest  new  Norwegian 
medicinal  oil. 

According  to  cabled  statistics  received  from  Norway  the 
catch  and  output  of  cod-liver  oil  up  to  May  10  was  as 
follows : 

Finmarken. 


Yield  of 

Livers  for 

Catch  of 

c.l.o. 

Raw  Oils 

Cod 

(hect.) 

(hect.) 

1913  ... 

...  16,610,000 

10.445 

1,579 

1912  ... 

...  17,136,000 

12,198 

12,928 

WJiole  of  Norway. 

1913  ... 

...  57,800,000 

35,978 

7,570 

1912  ... 

...  79,600,000 

59,409 

20,349 

Copper  Sulphate  is  better,  with  more  inquiry  and  a 
larger  business.  For  the  usual  brands  22?.  15s.  per  ton 
f.o.b.  Liverpool  has  been  accepted  for  prompt  shipment, 
and  the  quotations  are  from  22?.  15s.  to  22?.  17s.  6c?.,  with 
May-June  22?.  10s. 

Dragon's-blood. — Nine  cases  dull  seedy  lump  have 
arrived. 

Ergot. — Rather  cheaper  offers  have  been  received  from 
the  Continent,  including  Russian  for  prompt  shipment 
from  the  Interior  at  2s.  9|c?.  per  lb.,  and  for  shipment 
from  Hamburg  2s.  11c?.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Gelsemium-root  is  quoted  at  from  3c?.  to  Z^d.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.  to  arrive. 

Geranium  Oil. — On  the  spot  finest  Bourbon  is  obtain- 
able at  from  29s.  to  30s.,  but  stocks  are  limited  only,  and 
for  the  new  crdp  due  in  September-October  up  to  34s.  is 
quoted.  Other  descriptions  are  :  African,  36s.  8c?.  ;  French, 
29s.  11c?. ;  Cannes,  32s.  5c?. ;  ditto  distilled  over  roses. 
45s.  3c?.  per  lb. 

Ginger. — Previous  to  the  holidays  sales  of  1C0  tons 
Sierra  Leone  were  made  in  Liverpool  at  20s.  9c?.  down  to 
20s.,  but  the  tone  closed  firmer,  and  subsequently  50  tons 
sold  at  20s.  6c?.  to  20s.  9c?.,  closing  at  21s.  Small  sales 
of  Jamaica  have  been  made  in  London  at  steady  prices. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  Araguaya,  from  Monte  Video,  has 
brought  58  packages  (presumably  Rio)  and  61  packages 
"medicinal  roots"  from  Bahia.  In  addition,  nine  bales 
of  Rio  and  six  bales  so-called  ipecac,  have  arrived. 

Lemon  Oil. — Quotations  from  Sicily  are  higher,  vary- 
ing from  13s.  to  13s.  10c?.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  prompt  ship- 
ment, according  to  shipper;  more  activity  both  on  specula- 
tive and  export  account  is  reported  from  primary  markets. 
For  December-March  1914  shipment  new  crop  is  quoted 
9s.  c.i.f.  without  engagement.  The  crop  prospects  are 
reported  as  satisfactory. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  May  3  states  that  the  demand 
from  consuming  places  continued  active,  orders  coming  in 
quite  frequently  enough  to  make  a  greater  strain  apparent 
in  the  market  and  to  show  that  holders  were  not  inclined  to 
sell  any  longer,  unless  they  could  obtain  some  advantage 
on  previous  figures.  During  the  fir6t  part  of  the  week  trade 
was  consequently  handicapped  by  this  reservation  of  holders- 
and  by  the  reluctance  of  buyers  to  give  way  without  some 
resistance.  However,  the  insistence  of  the  demand  from 
abroad  made  it  necessary  during  the  past  few  days  to 
gradually  accede  to  sellers'  desires,  and  higher  prices  than 
last  quoted  were  paid  for  what  business  could  be  effected. 
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Market  remains  very  firm,  with  an  upward  tendency.  For 
prompt  shipment  12s.  l^d.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  May  10  states  that  the  position 
has  been  most  difficult,  owing  to  holders  having  raised  their 
prices  4  to  5  per  cent. ;  this  is  because  there  was  a  little 
more  demand  from  consuming  markets,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  do  any  business,  as  exporters  preferred  to  look  on.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  say  what  will  be  the  ultimate  issue  of 
this  strained  position. 

Linseed  Oil  closes  lower  at  24s.  9d.  per  cwt.  in  pipes, 
and  at  25s.  3d.  in  barrels. 

A  monthly  report  states  that  since  April  7  values  have 
appreciated  about  30.s.  to  21.  per  ton,  about  1?.  of  which 
has  6ince  been  lost.  The  rise  was  occasioned  by  very  heavy 
purchases  in  London  by  Continental  soap-makers,  and  also 
by  some  home  soap-makers.  In  connection  with  the  latter, 
it  is  reported  that  a  patent  process  for  hardening  linseed 
oil  is  now  in  operation.  Linseed  oil  is  at  present  cheaper 
than  either  cotton-seed  or  soya  oils — which  under  normal 
conditions  are  largely  used  by  the  domestic  trade  for  soap- 
making — and  the  entrance  of  this  new  and  possibly  large 
consumer  of  linseed  oil  caused  considerable  excitement.  The 
situation  has  been  further  affected  by  anticipated  small 
arrivals  of  seed  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  latter 
part  of  April  and  May.  The  "bulls"  made  the  most  of 
this,  and  the  report  referred  to  above  with  regard  to  home 
soap-makers,  to  force  up  prices  against  "shorts,"  who  were 
anxiously  buying  against  previous  sales.  In  the  last  week 
or  eo  there  has  been  an  easier  feeling,  and  with  the  first 
of  the  heavy  shipments  from  Canada  arriving  here  with'n 
the  next  fortnight,  it  is  anticipated  prices  will  continue  to 
decline.   We  are  still  believers  in  lower  prices  this  season. 

Menthol. — The  spot  prices  are  24.s.  for  Kobayashi  and 
23s.  for  Suzuki,  but  business  is  quite  retail.  The  arrivals 
in  London  comprise  30  cases  crystals  and  65  cases  oil 
per  Miyazahi  Maru  from  Japan,  also  25  cases  menthol  via 
Marseilles. 

Musk.— Tonquin  pod  pile  I.  thin  blue  skin  is  offered 
at  75s.  and  good  pile  I.  old  style  at  65s.  per  oz.  Russian 
Gabardine  is  held  for  18s.,  no  China  being  obtainable. 

Opium. — The  markets  at  primary  sources  have  an 
easier  tendency,  but  few  quotations  have  been  cabled, 
including  an  offer  from  Smyrna  at  17s.  bd.  for  11  per 
cent. ;  on  spot  a  holiday  tone  has  prevailed,  but  the 
price  of  good  Turkey  druggists'  remains  unchanged  at 
21s.  spot. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  May  2  that  the  opium 
market  has  been  again  very  busy  with  purchases  for  U.S.A. 
Evidently  the  proposal  of  doubling  the  hitherto  high  duty 
is  the  cause  of  these  hurried  purchases  and  prompt  shipments 
to  America.  Buyers  fully  responded  to  sellers'  high  pre- 
tensions, and  some  90  cases  of  all  grades  of  manufacturing 
qualities,  ranging  in  morphine  strength  from  9  per  cent,  to 
11  per  cent.,  changed  hands  at  from  17s.  to  21s.  per  lb. 
The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  are  2,374  cases,  against  1,167  cases 
at  same  date  last  year.  A  Constantinople  correspondent 
writes  on  Mav  18  that  42  cases  druggists'  have  been  sold 
at  from  275  to  290  otrs.  per  oke,  one  case  "  soft  "  at  280  ptrs., 
and  four  cases  Malatia  at  290  ptrs. ;  market  closes  weak. 
American  speculators  have  at  last  understood  that,  in  spite 
of  the  anticipated  doubling  of  the  tariff  on  opium,  they  are 
paying  more  than  is  warranted;  they  retired  from  the 
market,  and  after  two  days  without  business  six  cases  of 
good  druggists]  were  sold  at  275  ptrs.  Rains  continue  to 
fall,  and  the  information  as  regards  the  crop  up  to  the 
present  i9  satisfactory. 

Orange  Oil  for  prompt  shipment  from  Sicily  is  quoted 
at  from  lis.  9d.  to  12s.  bd.  per  lb.,  with  a  firm  market. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  May  3  states  that  trade  has  not 
been  very  active,  but  the  position  remains  firm  and  prices 
unchanged,  the  available  supply  being  so  limited  and  in 
strong  hands  that  it  does  not  require  the  excitement  of  a 
continued  demand  to  sustain  the  level  of  prices. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  May  10  states  that  the  available 
supply  is  so  small  that  holders  can  easily  increase  their 
prices,  but  very  little  business  was  done. 

Orange-peel. — Values  of  ordinary  to  good  Tripoli  strip 
are  from  Id.  to  9cl.  per  lb.,  at  which,  retail  sales  have  been 
made. 

Orris  remains  firm,  good  Florentine  sorts  offering  at 
71s.  per  cwt.  up  to  76s.  for  selected  on  c.i.f.  terms;  the 
spot  value  of  fair  sorts  is  about  65s. 

Otto  of  Rose.— A  Constantinople  report  of  May  5  states 
that  according  to  the  latest  news  from  Bulgaria  the  damage 
caused  to  the  rose-trees  by  frost  amounts  to  about  30  per 


cent.  The  extent  of  such  damage,  however,  which  differs 
from  district  to  district,  cannot  easily  be  estimated. 
Furthermore,  the  loss  may  partly  be  compensated  for  if 
distillation  is  favoured  by  weather  conditions.  The 
prices  which  have  been  paid  for  the  flowers  show  that 
some  of  the  distillers  consider  the  position  with  some 
apprehension.  No  further  sales  of  the  otto  left  in  the 
Interior  have  recently  been  effected. 

Palmarosa  Oil  is  rather  scarce,  with  some  recent  offers 
to  arrive  at  from  7f<2.  to  Q\d.  per  oz.  net  c.i.f.,  but  busi- 
ness at  the  lower  figures  may  be  found  difficult. 

Pepper  firm,  with  fair  black  Singapore  offering  at  5%d. 
spot,  and  for  June- August  b^d.  has  been  paid.  White 
is  firm  at  8|rf.  value  for  Singapore  and  9gd.  for  fair 
Muntok ;  Singapore  for  June-July  has  been  sold  at  8f£rf. 
c.i.f. 

Peppermint  Oil. — American  is  rather  easier,  and 
although  lis.  9d.  is  still  quoted  from  first-hands,  lis.  6d. 
would  lead  to  business  in  good  brands  of  tin  oil.  Japanese 
dementholised  is  quoted  at  6s.  Ad.  for  Kobayashi  and 
6s.  3d.  for  Suzuki. 

Potassium  Iodide. — The  exports  from  Japan  during 
February  amounted  to  5,954  kin,  valued  at  33,836  yen,  and 
for  the  two  months  they  were  : 

1911  1912  1913 

Kin   7,483  10.208  13  973 

Yen   33,561  44  951  82  S73 

Of  crude  iodine  the  exports  in  February  were  2,250  kin, 
valued  at  13,973  yen,  and  for  the  two  months  ending 
February  1913  they  were  4,064  kin,  against  4,182  kin  and 
4,678  kin  in  1912  and  1911  respectively. 

Quicksilver. — In  the  interval  a  considerable  business 
is  reported  from  first-hands  at  11.,  after  which  the  price 
was  again  fixed  at  11.  10s. ;  second-hands  quote  11.  Is. 

Quinine. — We  have  received  a  report  from  Amsterdam 
to  the  effect  that  the  recent  negotiations  between  the 
quinine  manufacturers  and  importers  of  bark  have  at  last 
led  to  a  favourable  result.  It  is  stated  that  all  the  diffi- 
culties have  been  met,  and  that  the  quinine  manufacturers 
have  accepted  the  agreement  for  five  years  on  the.  basis 
of  a  5-cents  unit,  etc.  Mr.  Loudon,  whu  represented  the 
Java  Government  and  planters,  has  left  for  Java  with  the 
above  proposal  of  the  makers,  to  which  the  Amsterdam 
bark  importers  agree,  and  will  on  his  arrival  put  the  same 
before  the  planters,  and  it  is  expected  a  decision  will 
quickly  be  taken.  From  the  above  it  would  appear  that 
the  agreement  has  been  -provisionally  signed,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Loudon  has  not  powers  of  attorney  from 
a  few  of  the  smaller  planters  whose  acquiescence  is  not 
likely  to  be  an  obstacle.  The  Java  planters  wanted  a 
three  years'  agreement  only,  but  the  quinine  makers  have 
held  out  for  five.  No  doubt  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  deal  with  the  large  second-hand  stocks  of  bark  at 
Amsterdam,  which  was  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  a  settlement.  The  London  quinine-market  is 
firmer  on  this  news,  and  although  no  material  quantity  has 
changed  hands,  quiet  buying  of  odd  cheap  parcels  has 
taken  place,  the  sales  including  the  usual  German  brands 
at  9^d.  spot,  August  delivery  at  lQd.,  and  Java  at  9§d. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  comprise  28  bales  grey 
Jamaica  and  eight  bales  Native-Jamaica. 

Sassafras  Oil. — Genuine  is  now  offered  at  2s.  Id.  per 
lb. — a  reduction  of  about  4<7. 

Senega. — Spot  holders  now  ask  3s.  per  lb.  net,  the 
supply  being  very  limited;  to  arrive,  2s.  8^d.  c.i.f.  is 
quoted  in  one  direction,  but  there  are  still  higher  prices 
asked  from  the  other  side,  including  one  of  3s.  c.i.f. 

Senna. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  privately  in 
Tinncvelly  leaf  from  second-hands ;  of  Alexandrian  half- 
leaf  very  little  is  offered,  the  nominal  value  being  about  9d. 

Shellac  is  easier,  TN  Orange  selling  in  small  lots  at 
from  76s.  to  77s.  per  cwt.  on  spot  for  fair;  for  arrival 
TN  May-June  shipment  is  quoted  76s.  6d.  and  AC  Garnet 
75s.  c.i.f.  Futures  are  quiet,  the  sales  including  October 
at  79s. 

Spermaceti. — American  refined  is  quoted  lid.  to  ll^d. 
per  lb.  on  spot. 
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Tartaric  Acid  has  been  in  much  better  demand  at  the 
unaltered  rates  of  Is.  0%d.  for  English  and  Is.  O^d.  for 
foreign. 

Turpentine  closes  about  7^7.  per  cwt.  lower  on  the 
week  at  28s.  10^d.  for  American  on  spot,  and  29.?.  for 
June. 

A  monthly  report  states  that  the  market  has  fluctuated 
within  narrow  limits  during  the  past  four  weeks,  and  on 
balance  shows  a  small  advance  of  l^d.  per  cwt.  in  all  posi- 
tions. There  is  but  little  business  doing,  the  trade  ap- 
parently having  little  confidence  in  the  market.  It  is  stated 
that  the  large  supplies  of  turpentine  held  by  the  American 
houses  alluded  to  in  previous  reports  will  be  gradually 
liquidated  by  the  committee  of  bankers  appointed  to  operate 
the  concern  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  and  it  is  a 
question  whether,  until  this  is  disposed  of,  we  can  expect 
much  advance.  On  the  other  hand,  present  low  prices  may 
affect  the  output  this  season,  which,  with  the  heavier  con- 
sumptive demand,  would  eventually  tend  to  appreciate 
values. 

Vetivert  Oil. — The  new  Bourbon  crop  is  coming  for- 
ward in  small  lots  only,  being  obtainable  at  25s. 

Wax,  Bees',  remains  very  scarce;  in  Liverpool  Gambia 
is  quoted  nominally  71.  17s.  6d.,  and  fine  Chilian  81.  15s. 
to  91.  per  cwt. 

Manchester  Chemical-market, 

.  May  13. 

Actual  business  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  owing  to  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays,  and  although  there  have  been  fair 
deliveries  against  contracts,  buyers  have  operated  sparingly. 
Sulphate  of  copper  remains  exceedingly  dull,  and,  notwith- 
standing higher  prices  of  raw  metal,  there  is  not  much 
change  to  note.  Speaking  generally,  best  brands  may  be 
quoted  at  f  rom  22/.  10s.  to  22/.  15s.  per  ton,  delivered  Man- 
chester. Glacial  acetic  acid  is  quoted  at  37/.  5s.  per  ton, 
and  nitric  at  16/.  per  ton.  Oxalic  acid  is  fully  M.  per  lb., 
although  in  some  cases  a  fraction  under  this  price  is 
taken.  Nitrate  of  soda  has  a  downward  tendency.  Benzols 
remain  very  firm,  and  demand  for  motoring  purposes  con- 
tinues to  increase;  generally  speaking,  the  figure  is  round 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  M.  for  90's.  Carbolic  acid  is  exceedingly  quiet, 
amd  buyers  have  no  difficulty  in  fulfilling  their  requirements. 
Pitch  rules  dull.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  remains  weak,  and 
it  is  reported  that,  owing  to  increased  production  in  the 
United  States,  together  with  some  decline  in  the  home 
demand,  lower  prices  may  be  looked  for ;  13/.  5s.  to 
13/.  7s.  td.  may  be  taken  as  the  figure  here,  f.o.r.  Manchester. 

Linseed  Oil. 

The  market  position  of  linseed  and  linseed  oil  is  of  interest 
at  the  present  time  on  account  of  the  extremely  low  values 
which  have  ruled  for  a  lengthy  period.  This  cheapness  had 
been  fully  anticipated  as  far  back  as  the  end  of  last  year, 
when  the  glowing  prospects  of  the  River  Plate  crop,  then 
considered  assured,  were  subsequently  fully  realised.  The 
views  we  have  expressed  on  various  occasions  as  to  the 
advent  of  abundant  supplies  and  low  prices  have  been 
entirely  justified,  although  the  enormous  extent  to  which 
the  world's  consumption  had  been  stimulated  with  linseed 
oil  dropping  to  about  23/.  per  ton  in  London  has  been 
conducive  to  a  renewal  of  stability  during  recent  weeks. 
Prices  have  rallied  recently  by  about  3/.  from  the  lowest^ 
but  it  is  obvious  that  the  weight  of  the  huge  River  Plate 
crop  is  making  itself  felt.  New  supplies  from  India  have 
this  season  so  far  been  very  light,  owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  crop,  but  this  has  hardly  been  felt,  in  view  of  the  great 
abundance  from  the  Argentine,  the  total  shipments  from 
whence  since  January  1  have  already  exceeded  three  million 
quarters,  of  which  two-thirds  have  gone  to  Continental  ports 
and  one-third  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  total  being  nearly 
three  times  as  much  as  last  year.  The  market  for  seed  has 
lately  been  largely  influenced  by  the  very  free  offers  from 
Canadian  shippers  at  low  prices  compared  with  other  de- 
scriptions. Between  the  two  great  factors  now  confronting 
the  market — viz.,  record  large  supplies  and  a  record  large 
consumption — there  is  naturally  some  uncertainty  as  to  the 
future  course.  The  general  feeling  is  to  go  slowly  and 
await  developments,  as  Canada  is  likely  to  provide  a  heavy 
tonnage  of  seed  this  and  next  month,  although  India  has 
not  as  yet  been  a  free  seller  of  new  crop.  In  a  few  weeks' 
time  the  official  final  estimate  of  the  Indian  crop  should  be 
available,  and  should  this  bear  out  expectations  of  a  yield 
of  about  20  per  cent,  less  than  the  commercial  estimates 
of  last  season,  market  conditions  may  be  temporarily 
strengthened. 

German  Colonial  Expansion. 

The  report  of  the  New  Guinea  Co.  (German  South  Sea 
Islands),  of  Berlin,  for  1911-12  states  that  the  area  planted 
"jp  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  7,756  hectares,  including 


6,156  hectares  coconut,  1,165  hectares  rubber,  285  hectares 
cocoa,  and  150  hectares  sisal  hemp.  The  number  of  coconut 
palms  is  now  681,200,  of  which  26  per  cent,  is  in  full  bear- 
ing and  34  per  cent,  is  beginning  to  yield.  The  exports  of 
copra  amounted  to  2,712  tons,  as  compared  with  2,690  tons 
in  1910-11  and  2,053  tons  in  1909-10.  The  yield  of  rubber  was 
11,470  kilos.,  compared  with  8,306  kilos,  in  1910-11.  The 
quantity  was  made  up  as  follows :  Hevea,  802  kilos.  ;  Ficus, 
8,308  kilos. ;  and  Castilloa  2,360  kilos.  Castilloa  trees  are 
being  to  some  extent  replaced  by  coconut  or  Hevea  plants, 
and  during  the  year  45,000  Ficus  trees  and  58,000  Castilloa 
trees  were  tapped  to  death  and  uprooted.  Ficus  trees  are 
now  being  planted  10  by  15  metres,  instead  of  10  by  10  metres 
as  formerly.  The  amount  of  cocoa  harvested  was  54.5  tons, 
as  compared  with  54.75  tons  in  the  previous  year,  the  lack 
of  development  in  this  product  being  due  to  its  liability  to 
attack  by  pests.  The  production  of  sisal  hemp  fell  from 
20  tons  in  1910-11  to  11.5  tons  in  1911-12.  Of  citronella  oil 
1,256  kilos,  was  distilled,  and  201  kilos,  of  lemongrass  oil; 
the  grasses  yielding  these  oils  are  grown  as  catch-crops  in 
the  coconut  plantations.  Among  the  indigenous  products 
collected  and  exported  were  23,781  kilos,  ivory-nuts, 
939  kilos,  guttapercha,  5,580  kilos,  massoi-bark,  4,460  kilos, 
kawa-root,  27,993  kilos,  shells,  2,101  kilos,  trepang,  and 
7  kilos,  tortoiseshell. 


London  Drug  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  sup- 
plied by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and 
deliveries  of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the 
London  public  warehouses  for  the  month  of  April,  and  to 
the  stocks  on  April  30,  1913  : 


aloes  cs.  etc. 

M   gourdb 

Anise,  star  cs. 

Arrowroot  pkgs. 

Balsams   cks. 

(Jaluuiba  pkgs. 

Camplior  , 

Cardamoms    ...  ,, 

Uascara  sagrada  tons 

Cinchona  pkgs. 

Coutuueal  bgs. 

Cubeba   ,, 

Uragou'B-blood  pkgs. 

Ualls   ,, 

(iuins — 
Ammoniacum  ,, 

Animi  , 

Arabic  , 

Asaietida   „ 

Benzoin  

Copal  

Liaiuar  , 

Oramuoge  

(ruaiacum  

Kauri  umb  net 

Kiuo  pkgs. 

Mastich   „ 

Myrrn,  K.l   „ 

UliUauum   i, 

Saudarac  

Tragacautll..,. 

I  pecacuauiia — 
Cartagena  ...  ,, 
in. I.  (.doliore)  ,, 
Matto  Urosso  „ 
Hums  , 

Jalap  bis. 

Nua  vomica.. ..pkgs. 

Ulls — 

*Auise,  star  cb. 

•Cassia   n 

Castor  pkgs. 

Coconut  tons 

Ulive  pkgs. 

Palm  to  us 

t^uiume  lb. 

ttuubarb  cs. 

oarsaparilla  bis. 

6euua  pkgs. 

diieiiac  ...cs. 

Turmeric  to  us 

WaA— 

Bees'  pkgs. 

Vegetable  ...  ,, 


April 


Stocks 


1913 


Lanxiec 

Delivd. 

1913 

1912 

Imprtd. 

Delivd 

42 

161 

934 

1  023 

401 

596 

1,322 

800 

142 

1  077 

953 

4,349 

3  562 

4  544 

3  144 

4 

4 

'ui 

167 

'  24 

'  22 

235 

329 

1.924 

1,500 

420 

946 

iVU 

1  036 

1  5j4 

1.621 

g  g^Q 

864 

361 

283 

809 

530 

l|018 

13 

3 

274 

248 

18 

43 

306 

236 

3,1;5 

3,356 

1,350 

1,750 

20 

79 

236 

323 

135 

178 

19d 

86 

127 

5 

77 

82 

134 

60 

88 

1,468 

279 

4.118 

2.617 

2,635 

567 

59 

7 

59 

71 

59 

21 

42 

9i 

314 

382 

305 

328 

f82 

1,073 

8,090 

5,573 

3,289 

3,767 

21<i 

230 

2,19i 

883 

1,132 

530 

1.63 

194 

702 

505 

566 

622 

7,560 

5,7b0 

17,918 

20.6b7 

22,3ol 

17.013 

270 

1,111 

4,122 

6,405 
88 

2,c66 

3,788 

7 

119 

8o 

67 

10 

AL 

44 

25 

44 

47 

37 

178 

596 

196 

177 

1 

t6 

15 

3 

1 

14 

13 

10 

10 

£9 

lu 

417 

562 

45 

95 

203 

152 

1,361 

436 

373 

332 

165 

165 

384 

545 

414 

593 

3,377 

1,020 

7,016 

6,520 

5,702 

5,349 

12 

19 

28 

26 

33 

24 

8 

6 

20 

66 

93 

27 

44 

63 

30 

27 

73 

24 

7 

64 

2i 

74 

69 

3 

50 

2l1 

207 

49 

132 

225 

262 

278 

217 

489 

627 

£0 

22 

25 

30 

55 

40 

35 

32 

17 

106 

114 

192 

364 

426 

422 

177 

197 

31b 

851 

4o0 

523 

8t5 

75u 

2,255 

I,y27 

2,159 

1,999 

12 

59 

14^ 

7 

19 

4,062 

3,036 

238,2b7 

257,299 

40,965 

26.469 

24 

69 

3,178 

317 

2,278 

326 

9U 

72 

181 

2a 

2u9 

239 

339 

162 

1,729 

1,560 

6b2 

1,053 

5,8a0 

4,074 

94,011 

100.639 

16,9^4 

21,333 

10 

31 

401 

2ae 

DO 

134 

292 

227 

1,580 

1,683 

842 

1,416 

116 

48o 

541 

179 

307 

*  Stocks  of  essential  oils  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's 
Quay  are  not  included. 
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OUR  AMERICAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "  C.  &  D.") 


Dr.  Alexander  Smith,  F.C.S.,  Professor  of  Chemistry 
at  Columbia  University,  New  York,  has  accepted  the 
similar  chair  at  Princeton.  He  is  a  Scotsman,  a  B.Sc.  of 
Edinburgh  University,  and  Ph.D.  of  Munich. 

Tariff  Changes.— The  "Pharmaceutical  Era  has 
collected  opinions  as  to  the  effect  of  the  revised  tariff  on 
the  drug  and  chemical  trade.  The  consensus  of  opinion  is 
that  it  will  not  create  much  disturbance.  No  one  is  unduly 
excited  over  the  measure,  and  the  general  atmosphere  about 
wholesale  establishments  in  particular  is  one  of  indifference. 
Dr.  W.  J.  Schieffelin  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  changes 
would  not  affect  the  drug-trade  to  any  great  extent. 
"  Wherever  there  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  the 
consumer  will  doubtless  get  the  benefit.  In  some  cases  an 
increased  business  will  be  done  by  importers.  The  reduc- 
tion in  the  duty  of  olive  oil  will  be  a  benefit.  The  increase 
in  the  rate  on  opium  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  work  a  great 
hardship."  That  the  proposed  changes  which  relate  to 
medicinal  drugs  and  chemicals  were  to  all  appearances  im- 
material, was  the  opinion  of  a  representative  of  Lehn  & 
Fink.  The  trade  would  have  to  adjust'  itself  to  the  new 
tariff  conditions.  At  McKesson  &  Robbins'  it  was  thought 
that  the  new  schedule  is  particularly  hard  on  the  extract 
people.  The  doubling  of  the  duty  on  opium  is  not  very 
important,  because  the  consumption  has  'been  cut  down  to 
such  an  extent.  Professor  John  Uri  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati, 
was  asked  whether  the  prices  of  drugs  will  be  cheaper  to 
the  public.  His  reply  was  :  "  That's  a  knotty  question,  and 
it  will  require  actual  experience  to  decide.  I  favour  a 
reduction  in  drugs  and  chemicals  if  it  is  made  in  a 
thoughtful,  balanced  manner.  I  do  not  look  for  any  harm 
to  come  to  our  business  from  this  tariff.  The  tariff  on 
borax  is  proposed  to  reduce  from  21  per  cent,  to  1.31  per 
cent.  This  means  that  our  manufacturers  of  boric  acid 
would  be  able  to  buy  the  raw  material  cheaper  than  for- 
merly, and  that  would  mean  a  reduction  in  price  to  the  man 
who  buys  a  small  quantity  in  the  drug-store.  Other  drugs 
and  chemicals  bought  by  the  ounce  or  pound  will  perhaps 
also  be  cheaper  for  the  consumer.  Castor  oil,  tariff  reduced 
from  33  to  15  per  cent.,  may  become  more  generally  used 
as  a  commercial  oil  and  axle  grease,  but  the  citizen  should 
not  look  for  much,  if  any,  reduction  in  the  cost  of  pre- 
scription he  buys  over  the  drug-store  counter.  There  he 
pays  for  professional  services.  If  his  prescription  contains 
a  grain  or  two  of  some  drug,  the  reduction  in  the  tariff  on 
that  grain  of  medicine  will  be  too  small  to  be  felt  in  the 
price  of  his  prescription." 


OUR  GERMAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "  C.  &  D.") 


In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Frankfort  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  1912  it  is  stated  that  during  the  year  the 
demand  for  chemicals  was  very  active,  and  exports  were 
greater  than  in  1911.  but  the  profits  do  not  show  a  corre- 
sponding increase.  The  high  prices  for  raw  materials  were 
maintained  throughout  the  year :  in  some  cases  an  increase 
took  place.  On  the  other  hand,  the  prices  for  finished  goods 
remained  the  same,  due  to  increasing  competition,  which 
even  led  to  a  decrease  in  prices  for  certain  articles.  The 
outlook  for  1913  is  not  unfavourable,  as  a  large  turnover 
may  be  confidently  expected,  but  much  depends  upon  the 
political  situation. 

An  Error  made  by  a  pharmacist  in  sending  out  a  pre- 
scription gave  rise  to  an  interesting  debate  regarding  the 
rights  of  veterinary  surgeons  to  prescribe  for  human  beings. 
A  veterinary  surgeon  wrote  out  a  prescription  for 
"  hydrargyrum  chloratum "  for  his  wife,  with  directions 
"  ad  usum  proprium  "  The  pharmacist  read  "hydrargyrum 
bichloratum,"  and  dispensed  0.2  gram  of  corrosive  sublimate, 
labelling  it  in  full,  with  the  addition  of  the  word  "  Caution." 
The  wife  of  the  veterinary  surgeon  drew  his  attention  to 
the  label,  but  he  paid  little  heed  to  the  matter.  She  took 
two  of  the  powders,  and  it  was  only  by  prompt  action  that 
her  life  was  saved.  In  his  defence,  the  pharmacist  stated 
that  he  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  high  dose  of  corrosive 
sublimate,  but  assumed  that  it  was  for  the  veterinary  sur- 
geon's practice  and  for  use  in  animals,  as  veterinaries  are 
not  entitled  to  prescribe  for  human  beings.  This  view  was 
upheld  in  court,  and  the  pharmacist  was  fined  5?.,  or  ten 
days'  imprisonment,  for  causing  bodily  injury  through 
negligence. 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist"  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


Estimating  Alcohol  in  Galenicals. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  April  26,  index  folio  630,  I  note 
that  you  give  Thorpe  and  Holmes's  process  for  estimating 
alcohol  in  preparations  containing  essential  oils,  etc.  This 
process  is  an  excellent  one,  but  the  published  paper,  of 
which  you  give  an  abstract,  is  misleading  in  two  parti- 
culars, and  I  have  the  authority  of  one  of  the  analysts  of 
the  Government  Laboratory  for  stating  that  it  does  not 
actually  represent  the  practice  there. 

First,  in  cases  where  extractive  matter  is  present,  as  in 
liniments  of  aconite  and  belladonna  and  solution  of  coal-tar, 
it  is  necessary  to  distil  off  the  spirit  and  apply  the  process 
to  the  distillate ;  otherwise  a  sharp  separation  of  the  two 
layers  cannot  be  obtained. 

Secondly,  the  presence  of  camphor  does  not  necessitate 
the  use  of  sulphuric  acid ;  the  process  with  salt  as  described 
works  perfectly  well.  But  in  the  case  of  preparations  con- 
taining ammonia,  such  as  ammoniated  liniment  of  camphor, 
and  in  the  case  of  liniment  of  soap,  sulphuric  acid  must  be 
used,  but  the  amount  required  is  25  c.c.  of  dilute  acid, 
of  a  strength  of  1  in  4  by  volume ;  normal  acid  is  not  strong 
enough. 

One  extraction  with  petroleum  ether  is  quite  enough 
for  ordinary  purposes ;  it  is  only  when  the  spirit  is 
required  specially  pure,  as  in  the  case  of  testing  for 
methyl  alcohol,  that  a  second  shaking  is  necessary. 
With  the  modifications  given  above,  for  special  cases, 
the  method  is  simple  and  easy  and  works  well. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Stafford  Works,  Long  Melford.         Harold  Deane. 

Notes  on  Essential  Oils. 
Sir, — At  a  time  when  faking  in  essential  oils  has  been 
carried  to  a  degree  hitherto  unknown,  it  is  refreshing  to 
read  the  "Analytical  Notes  for  1912"  of  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Les'cher  &  Webb,  Ltd.  They  are  valuable  not  only 
as  giving  figures  of  deliveries  actually  made,  but  as  show- 
ing the  danger  of  using  as  standards  of  characters  and 
physical  constants  figures  published  ten  and  fifteen  years 
ago.  Perhaps  the  following  additional  annotations  may 
be  of  service  : 

Behgamot  Oil. — Some  remarkably  fine  parcels,  testing  as 
much  as  43  to  44  per  cent,  of  natural  esters,  were  obtainable 
last  year.  The  sample  of  distilled  bergamot  oil  referred  to 
should  interest  consumers,  as  this  oil  usually  only  comes  on 
to  the  market  mixed  with  the  hand-pressed  bergamot  oil. 

Cassia  Oil.' — Hardly  any  oil  seems  to  be  obtainable  now 
which  does  not'  contain  a.  large  amount  of  resinous  matter. 
Can  nothing  be  done  to  obtain  cassia  oil  free  from  resin? 

Clove  Oil. — It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  large 
number  of  samples  tested  not  a  single  one  was  dextro- 
rotatory. An  oil  is  being  largely  sold  which  is  just  slightly 
dextrorotatory,  the  other  figures  being  normal.  This  has 
been  proved  to  contain  castor  oil. 

Geranium  Oil. — The  figures  given  for  Algerian  oil  are 
those  usually  expected,  but  I  have  seen  many  samples  of 
which  all  the  figures  are  right,  yet  the  nose  positively  con- 
demns them.  Great  caution  is  needed  just  now  in  the 
examination  of  this  oil. 

Gingekgrass  Oil. — Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &_  Webb 
speak  of  a  sample  reported  on  as  "  of  the  usually  impure 
character,"  but  this  oil  seldom  comes  in  impure  nowadays, 
and  current  text-books  on  this  oil  are  antiquated.  What  was 
said  to  be  a  new  grass  [Cymbopogon  "polyneuros)  was 
recently  distilled,  and  I  made  a  point  of  getting  a  sample : 
it  turned  out.  to  be  good  gingergrass  oil  of  commerce.  Good 
oil  is  plentiful,  but  is  mostly  used  for  adulterating  high- 
testing  palmarosa  oil.  •  . 
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Lavender  Oil. — The  gravities  given  are  surely  rather 
high.  The  bulk  of  pure  oil  falls  between  0.885  and  0.888. 
Some  pure  oils  have  a  higher  gravity,  but  they  are  the 
exception.  It  is  surprising  that  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher 
&  Webb  did  not  receive  many  samples  of  high-ester  oils. 
As  a  result  of  altered  methods  in  distillation,  oil  which 
formerly  tested  32  per  cent,  now  regularly  tests  39  per  cent., 
although  made  from  the  same  plants  and  in  the  same  stills. 

Lavender  Spike  Oil. — Spanish  oil  should  be  much  more 
soluble  than  1  in  2|  volumes  of  70-per-cent.  alcohol.  Good 
oils  should  be  soluble  in  at  least  2  volumes  of  70-per-cent., 
the  best  being  even  soluble  in  65-per-cent.  spirit. 

Lemon  Oil. — I  am  inclined  to  think  that  differences  in 
percentage  of  citral  are  largely  due  to  differences  in  method 
of  testing.  Recently  the  same  oils  tested  by  the  same 
method  (hydroxylamine),  but  by  different  chemists,  gave 
results  which  varied  considerably,  the  average  of  four  oils 
in  one  case  being  4.05  per  cent.,  in  the  other  3.20  per  cent. 
One  very  fine  oil  received  in  May  1912  tested  4.7  per  cent., 
but  whether  this  is  due  to  an  exceptionally  high  quality  or 
to  a  difference  in  testing  similar  to  that  referred  to  is 
difficult  to  say. 

Lemongrass  Oil. — It  is  good  that  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb  refer  to  the  very  slight  solubility  of  this 
oil  in  70-per-cent.  alcohol.  For  many  years  practically 
all  the  oil  has  been  incompletely  soluble,  yet  many  buyers 
still  expect  it  to  be  soluble  in  2  parts  of  70-per-cent.  alcohol. 

Lime  Oil,  Distilled. — More  detailed  examinations  of  indi- 
vidual oils  would  be  valuable,  as  distilled  lime  oil  varies 
considerably  in  quality. 

Nutmeg  Oil  varies  considerably  in  physical  constants,  and, 
above  all,  in  strength  of  perfume.  Some  of  the  best  oils, 
from  an  odour  point  of  view,  do  not  answer  B.P.  require- 
ments in  regard  to  residue. 

Orange  Oil. — Although  the  rotation  of  +99°  seems  to  be 
now  generally  recognised  as  passable,  I  consider  it  rather 
high.  This  oil  falls  within  very  narrow  limits,  and  can  be 
much  adulterated,  yet  remain  on  the  border-line  of  con- 
stants. Some  of  the  best  oil  of  this  season  tested  s.g.  0.8503, 
optical  rotation  (at  20°)  +97°  25'.  An  oil  with  a  gravity 
of  0.847  was  badly  adulterated. 

Pebtj  Balsam. — The  only  balsam  which  I  have  had  un- 
hesitatingly passed  was  a  pure  synthetic,  which  had  by  an 
oversight  not  been  labelled  "Synthetic"!  The  colour-test 
adopted  by  the  U.S.  and  Belgian  Pharmacopoeias  is,  in  my 
opinion,  absolutely  unreliable,  as  it  seems  to  be  very  erratic 
on  the  same  bulk  of  stuff.  To  complicate  matters,  the  test 
is  interpreted  differently  by  different  authorities.  The  per- 
centage of  cinnamein  that  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb  find  is  on  the  whole  rather  high.  Many  genuine 
balsams  now  test  distinctly  below  56  per  cent.  It  is  of 
special  interest  to  note  that  not  a  single  sample  reported 
on  by  the  firm  comes  within  the  B.P.  limits  of  gravity, 
being  all  on  the  high  side. 

Sandalwood  Oil. — Can  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb,  as  distillers  of  this  oil,  throw  any  light'  on  a  sample 
whose  constants  are  as  follows:  S.g.  0.973,  optical  rotation 
- 16°,  and  soluble  in  6  volumes  of  70-per-cent.  alcohol  ?  A 
complete  fractionation  showed  no  abnormality.  It  is  adul- 
terated, but  it  cannot  be  "  proved,"  so  that  tons  of  it  are 
being  sold  and  accepted  as  pure. 

It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  trade  if  other  buyers  published 
their  figures,  or  in  some  other  way  come  out  in  the  open 
to  discuss  qualities.  Many  "  fakes  "  which  are  now  largely 
sold  could  then  be  tracked  to  their  source  of  origin. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  Naumann. 

Certified  Chemists'  Assistants. 
Sir, — A  question  was  raised  at  the  meeting  at  Holborn 
Restaurant  last  week  about  an  examination  for  assistants. 
A  very  strong  diversity  of  opinion  prevailed  both  at 
the  meeting  and  afterwards.  The  supporters  of  the  pro- 
posal argue  thus  : 

(1)  There  is  a  great  dearth  of  chemists'  assistants. 

(2)  If  the  Society  do  not  take  steps  to  supply  them,  other 
authorities  will. 

(3)  Such  authorities  exist  in  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and 
others. 

How  a  class  of  individuals  of  the  right  kind  to  be 
chemists'  assistants  are  to  be  attracted  into  the  trade — 
as  the  C.  <i:  D.  has  so  often  pointed  out — these  gentry 
do  not  appear  to  have  considered.  You  cannot  examine 
people  who  will  not  come ;  but  they  are  at  last  coming 
to  your  view  that  the  wastage  is  greater  than  the  supply. 
The  opponents  of  the  scheme  are  afraid  that  if  an 
assistant's  qualification  be  set  up,  numbers  of  individuals 
will  take  it ;  they  will  do  the  work  of  dispensers,  and 


once  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  is  in,  the  rest  will  soon 
follow.  Some  genius  will  arrive  on  the  scene  who  will 
proceed  to  organise  them,  and  a  Society  will  be  founded. 
One  can  fancy  at  the  other  side  of  Bloomsbury  Square 
a  rival  Association,  the  Council-chamber  of  which  will 
be  adorned  by  a  statue  or  a  portrait  in  oils  of  J.  Hustlem 
Pitchit  Together,  Esq.,  founder  and  first  President  of 
the  "  Chartered  Association  of  National  Health  Insurance 
Dispensers,"  with  which  is  incorporated  "  The  Institute 
of  Drug-store  Keepers  (unqualified),"  "  The  Corporation 
of  Pharmacy  Proprietors  (not  registered),"  and  the  various 
unions  comprised  in  the  "  Amalgamated  Society  of  Tup- 
penny Mixture  Makers."  The  Association  of  the  Licensed 
Distributors  of  Poisons  were  terribly  indignant  at  being 
excluded,  and  at  one  time  it  looked  as  if  they  would 
be  admitted,  they  arguing  thus  : 

"  If  we  can  sell  1  lb.  of  arsenic  and  nicotine  and  other 
poisonous  articles,  why  should  we  not  be  able  to  put  a  little 
(just  a  little)  arsenic  in  a  bottle,  and  have  a  fee?" 

This  was  defeated,  however,  principally  owing  to  a  speech 
of  the  aforesaid  Pitchit  Together,  Esq.,  who  said  : 

"  If  we  let  in  these  poison-sellers — mind  you,  I  have 
nothing  against  them  personally — we  shall  have  those  phar- 
macists applying  to  come  in  next;  ar^d  everybody  knows  a 
chemist   and   druggist   was  bad,   but  a  pharmacist  is  a 

thousand  times  worse,  and  that  would  be  the  very  and 

the  end  of  all  things." 

So  that  was  knocked  on  the  head.  If  the  Council  think 
that  the  time  has  now  arrived  to  do  something,  why  do 
they  not  come  out  in  the  open,  as  Mr.  Churchill  says, 
and  not  skulk  about  in  the  rear  ?  Why  not  produce  a 
plan  in  a  straightforward  way  to  be  debated  by  the  trade 
at  large.    Thus  : 

(1)  No  apprentice  to  be  registered  before  fourteen. 

(2)  An  indentured  aprenticeship  to  be  served  of  three 
years.  (Everyone  is  agreed  in  all  trades  that  letting  appren- 
ticeships go  was  a  great  mistake.) 

(3)  Twelve  months  at  least  to  elapse  before  an  examina- 
tion, to  be  termed  the  Assistants'.  Proof  to  be  given  of 
having  attended  certain  classes  in  chemistry  and  pharmacy. 
The  examination  to  be  in  pharmacy  and  simple  chemistry 
only. 

(4)  The  present  terms  Minor  and  Major  to  be  abolished; 
the  second  examination  to  be  the  Qualifying  one  as  at 
present,  with  additions  if  thought  needful,  and  to  be  divided 
if  additions  be  added,  but  not  made  too  stringent. 

I  merely  suggest  this  for  discussion. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  see  there  is  a  note  in 
the  "  Journal  "  that  the  Council  have  sent  some  proposals 
forward.  Why  could  not  these  proposals  have  been  made 
openly,  so  that  the  trade  could  discuss  them  ?  It  would 
seem  as  if  discussion  was  to  be  burked  again,  and  it  looks 
very  much  like  a  put-up  job.  It  is  the  same  old  tale, 
too  much  "  West  End  of  London,"  and  the  rank  and  file 
can  go  hang.  Yours  truly, 

Another  Singlehanded  Chemist.  (71/71.) 
Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

Sir, — The  point  raised  at  the  commencement  of  this 
correspondence — that  until  the  provisions  of  Section  4  (b) 
of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  are  complied 
with  apothecaries'  assistants  are  the  victims  of  a  serious 
injustice — is  carefully  avoided  by  your  correspondents, 
who,  in  a  page  of  piffle,  amuse  themselves  by  trotting 
[sic]  out  their  red  herrings.  We  have  never  asked  their 
sympathy,  and  in  the  matter  of  registration  of  apothe- 
caries' assistants  of  sufficient  skill  and  knowledge  they 
are  as  powerless  as  their  puerile  effusions  are  harmless  to 

London,  May  10.  Quercxjs.  (73/73.) 

Sir, — Your  correspondents  "  F.  E.  Trayner  "  and 
"  Quercus  "  seem  to  possess  an  altogether  exaggerated  idea 
of  the  position  and  privileges  of  apothecaries'  assistants. 
Apothecaries'  assistants  have  only  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  dispensing  in  the  surgery  of  an  apothecary  for  his 
patients,  and  this  is  secured  to  them  by  the  Acts  of  1908 
and  1911.  What  they  are  now  hankering  after,  and  what 
they  have  never  possessed,  is  the  privilege  of  keeping 
open  shop  and  dispensing  for  the  public.  This  is  secured 
to  properly  qualified  chemists  after  examination  (Phar- 
macy Act,  1868)  and  companies  having  qualified  manage- 
ment (Pharmacy  Act,  1908).  For  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  grant  the  Minor  certificate  to  apothecaries' 


Index    Folio  769 


64 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DEUGGIST 


May  17,  1913 


assistants  without  examination  would  be  most  iniquitous, 
and  a  great  injustice  to  those  men  who  have  spent  time 
and  money  in  getting  it.  More  so  is  this  apparent  when 
we  remember  that  the  standard  of  attainment  required 
from  Minor  candidates  in  chemistry,  materia  medica,  and 
pharmacy  is  higher  than  that  required  in  these  subjects 
even  from  apothecaries  themselves  (vide  syllabus  of  both 
examinations).  Since  the  Insurance  Act  was  first  mooted, 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  passes  at 
the  Minor  examination  has  risen  from  25  per  cent,  as 
formerly  until  now  it  is  over  50  per  cent.  My  advice  to 
all  anxious  for  registration  is  to  enter  at  once  with  the 
flowing  tide,  and  I  do  not  think  they  will  have  much 
difficulty  in  satisfying  the  examiners. 

Yours  truly, 

Pharmacist.  (46/12.) 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  and  some  amuse- 
ment the  correspondence  in  your  journal  under  the  above 
heading,  and  were  it  not  that  Mr.  Trayner  seems  to  take 
himself  so  very  seriously,  I  would  not  have  ventured  to 
add  to  the  correspondence.  Possibly  as  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association  I 
may  be  allowed  to  observe  that  quite  a  number  of  the 
members  of  our  Association  have  told  me  that  in  their 
somewhat  youthful  days — that  is,  before  they  were  old 
enough  to  attend  a  College  of  Pharmacy  in  order  to  do 
serious  reading  for  the  Minor  examination  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society — they  presented  themselves  at  the 
Hall,  Water  Lane,  took  their  cup  of  tea,  and  came  away 
with  the  certificate  for  which  Mr.  Trayner  entertains  so 
much  respect.  Although  at  the  time  possibly  pleased 
with  their  youthful  performance,  these  young  men  knew 
only  too  well  that  they  had  merely  succeeded  in  usefully 
amusing  themselves.  Certain  it  is  there  was  no 
"  Waterloo "  about  the  business.  While  I  admit  that 
there  are  a  few  apothecaries'  assistants  who  by  virtue 
of  long  practical  experience  have  become  more  or  less 
capable  of  taking  charge  of  a  dispensary  and  acting  with- 
out supervision,  yet  I  respectfully  submit  that  the  know- 
ledge required  for  the  Apothecaries'  Assistants'  examina- 
tion certainly  does  not  fit  a  person  for  such  a  position, 
any  more  than  it  does  for  the  responsibility  of  keeping  an 
open  pharmacy  for  the  sale  of  medicines  and  poisons  to 
the  public.  The  opinion  I  formed  at  the  time  of  passing 
the  Apothecaries'  Assistants'  examination  was  that  on  the 
knowledge  required  for  the  examination  the  certificate 
granted  was  exceedingly  generous  in  stating  that  the 
holder  was  qualified  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothe- 
cary in  compounding  and  dispensing  medicine.  If  Mr. 
Trayner  is  not  satisfied  with  his  legal  status,  I  would 
advise  him  not  to  advertise  the  fact,  but  to  follow  the 
excellent  example  of  his  predecessor  as  Secretary  of  the 
Certificated  Dispensers'  Association,  and  of  many  other 
apothecaries'  assistants  in  dispensing,  who,  realising  the 
limited  legal  status  of  their  certificate  and  the  lack  of 
knowledge  implied  by  it,  have  taken  a  further  training 
in  their  calling  and  presented  themselves  at  the  Square. 
If  Mr.  Trayner  follows  suit  he  will  probably  find  for 
himself  a  "  Waterloo "  vastly  different  from  that  of 
Water  Lane.  I  am,  Sir,  yours,  etc., 

Jas.  H.  France, 
M.P.S.  and  Apothecaries'  Assistant. 


Insurance  Dispensing  Queries. 

Mustard-leaf.— Erasmus  (75/46).— There  is  no  authority  in 
the  tariff  for  charging  anv  more  than  the  usual  retail  price 
for    a    mustard-leaf.      This    is    a    "  charta,"    not  an 

emplastrum. 

_  M.  L.  W.  (71/63).— The  reply  to  "  J.  W.  M."  in  our  last 
issue  covers  your  difficulty,  in  so  far  as  no  panel  chemist 
should  dispense  medicine  for  insured  persons  who  reside 
outside  the  area  of  the  Insurance  Committee  with  whom  the 
ch  emist  has  contracted,  unless  the  insured  person  is  willing1 
to  pay  for  it. 

Liquid  Preparations— Perplexed  (73/37)  is  surprised  that 
we  sav  there  is  no  dispensing-fee  for  cod-liver  oil,  because 
he  considers  it  to  be  a  liquid  preparation.  Tit  is  a  liquid, 
but  not  a  preparation  in  the  sense  of  the  tariff  or  sui  veneris 
with  those  for  which  a  dispensing-fee  is  allowed.  Cod-liver 
oil  is  in  the  same  category  of  liquids  as  copaiba,  castor  oil, 
and  others  in  materia  medica.] 


Single  Prescriptions. — Anon  (70/49)  states  that  some  of 
his  local  doctors  are  using  the  single  white  form,  not  dupli- 
cate. Are  they  in  order  in  doing  so  ?  No  notification  has 
been  given  to  panel  chemists  from  any  authority  of  this 
change,  which  entails  copying.  [We  have  received  no 
intimation  of  the  Insurance  Committee  having  agreed  to 
pay  a  copying-fee,  and  until  they  do  chemists  cannot  be 
paid  the  fee,  but  they  should  charge  it.] 

Doctors'  Hours  of  Attendance. — Anon  (70/49)  informs  us 
that  two  of  the  local  panel  doctors  have  plates  on  their 
doors,  "  No  Surgery  Thursday  night  or  Sunday."  "Are  they 
at  liberty  to  choose  their  hours?"  he  asks.  [Yes.  The 
Insurance  Commissioners  issued  a  statement  to  doctors 
which  says,  inter  alia,  "  Each  doctor  will  fix  hours  o£ 
attendance  for  seeing  at  his  own  residence,  or  surgery,  or 
other  place  appointed  by  him,  those  persons  requiring  his 
services  whose  condition  does  not  necessitate  his  visiting 
them."] 

Malt  and  Oil.— Perplexed  (73/37),  who  is  in  the  County 
of  London,  informs  us  that  he  has  not  charged  a  dispensing- 
fee  for  this ;  and  J.  M.  (73/87)  sends  us  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  he  has  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee for  the  County  of  London,  which  states  that  "  on  check- 
ing your  charges  for  drugs,  etc.,  it  is  found  that  you  have 
included  dispensing-fees  for  cod-liver  oil  and  malt.    As  this 

is  not  allowed,  your  account  has  been  reduced  by   . 

[We  presume  the  reason  for  no  charge  is  that  malt  and 
oil  is  regarded  as  not  being  a  liquid  preparation,  a  point 
upon  which  there  is  bound  to  be  difference  of  opinion,  and 
we  have  in  such  cases  given  the  chemist  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt.] 

Tariff  Changes.— Eddie  (72/46)  writes  in  regard  to  "  tao. 
acetyl-sal.  B.P.C."  being  on  the  new  tariff,  while  a  Scottish 
chemist  points  out  that  it  is  not  included  in  his  tariff. 
[No  additions  were  made  to  the  Scottish  drug  tariff,  the 
alterations  chiefly  being  to  raise  about  fifty  prices,  so  as 
to  make  them  accord  with  the  principles  enunciated  on  the 
first  page  of  the  tariff.  Besides  alterations  on  similar  lines, 
twenty-one  drugs  or  galenicals  were  added  to  the  revised 
tariff 'for  England  and  Wales.  We  find  that  the  list  of  the 
changes  south  of  the  Border  given  in  our  issue  of  March  29 
(index  folio  487)  was  incomplete,  the  end  of  the  list  being 
cut  off.  The  omissions  were  tab.  acetyl-sal.  (B.P.C), 
tab.  formaldehyd.,  tr.  aurantii,  tr.  capsici,  tr.  ferri  perch., 
and  tr.  gent,  co.,  which  come  in  at  their  respective  flat 
rates.  Another  difference  between  the  English  and  Scottish 
tariffs  is  that  in  the  latter  country  unlisted  infusions,  tinc- 
tures, and  waters  are  to  be  priced  at  the  tariff  flat  rates.j 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

H.  IF.  (62/69).— Parrot  Moulting  Excessively.— Give 
extra  nourishment  and  keep  the  bird  warm  and  dry.  A 
good  plan  for  the  latter  is  to  cover  the  cage  entirely  with 
brown  paper.  Give  boiled  milk  and  biscuits  with  a  few 
chillie-pods  boiled  in  it,  and  citrate  of  iron  in  the  drinking- 
water,  or  saffron,  as  much  as  will  colour  the  water  to  the 
taint  of  a  pale  sherry.  If  there  is  irritation  of  the  part 
wash  with  an  alkaline  solution  and  dress  with  thi6  oint- 
ment : 

Ung.  hydrarg.   5j". 

Adipis, 

Lanolin   aa.    sii.i - —  M. 

C.  F.  S.  (57/27).— Nose-bleeding  in  Young  Children.— 
This  is  best  treated  by  laying  the  child  on  a  couch  with 
the  head  raised.  The  face  should  be  sponged  with  ice-cold 
water,  and  the  child  instructed  to  breathe  through  the  mouth 
until  the  bleeding  stops.  It  is  seldom  necessary  to  resort 
to  plugging  the  nostrils  in  children,  and  probably  the  bleed- 
ing is  beneficial  in  many  cases. 


Retrospect  ot  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  Irom  "The Chemist  and  Druggist,"  May  i5,  i863. 

Glycerine-plasters. 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London, 
Dr.  Tilt  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  when  a  hundred  or 
a  hundred  and  fifty  grains  of  common  starch  are  boiled  in 
an  ounce  of  glycerine,  the  result  is  a  very  stiff  glutinous 
compound,  which  has  no  smell,  and  does  not  become  rancid; 
and  although  sticking  firmly  to  the  skin,  it  can  be  removed 
and  reapplied.  Instead  of  ordering:  belladonna-plaster,  Dr. 
Tilt  prescribes  three  grains  of  sulphate  of  atropia  to  be 
rubbed  down  with  a  few  drops  of  erlvcerine.  then  incorporated 
with  an  ounco  of  hard  glycerine  ointment,  and  thickly  spread 
bv  the  patient  on  gutta-percha  cloth  or  impermeable  wash- 
cloth. This  can  be  removed  for  the  morning  ablutions,  and 
reapplied  after  spreading  a  little  more  ointment  on  the 
same  plaster. 
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